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CHARLES  \V.  KNAPP,  Central  Street.  KRANK  A.  CHII.DS,  Windsor  Road. 

WARD  FIVE. 

LV.M.\N  A.  ROSS,  Hyde  Street.  CHARLES  DICKENS,  Brookline  Street. 

WARD  SIX. 

HENRY  [).  1)E(;EN,  Centre  STREtn.  JOSEPH  W.  PARKER,  Lake  Avenie. 

WARD  SEVEN. 

C;E0R(;E  .M.  weed,  park  street.  HENRV  TOI.MAN,  Washington  Street. 


JOHN  C.  BRIMBLECOM.  Clerk.  JOSEPH  o.  WELLINGTON.  CiTV  Messenger. 


City  ok  Newton. 


Procredings  of  Common  Council  for  Jan.  i,  1894. 


The  members  elect  of  the  common  coun- 
cil of  1894,  assembled  in  the  council  chamber 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday, 
January  I,  1894,  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  George  M.  Weed  of  ward  7,  the  senior 
member-elect. 

Present,  Messrs.  John  E.  Briston  and 
Mitchell  Wing  of  ward  I ;  Louis  K.  G.  Green 
and  Albert  A.  Savage  of  2;  George  P.  Bul- 
lard  anti  Charles  E.  Hatfield  of  ward  3; 
Charles  W.  Knapp  and  Frank  A.  Childs  of 
ward  4;  I.yman  .\.  Ross  and  C  harles  Dickens 
of  ward  5;  Henry  D.  Degen  and  Joseph  W. 
Parker  of  ward  6  and  George  M.  Weed  and 
Henry  Tolman  of  ward  7. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Degen  of  ward  6  was  chosen 
president  pro  tem  and  John  C.  Hriniblecom 
was  chosen  clerk  pro  tem. 

Messrs.  Tolman  and  Bullard  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  credentials  and  reported  four- 
teen gentlemen  present  properly  accredited. 

Mr.  Tolman  was  appointed  a  messenger  to 
inform  the  aldermen-elect  that  the  common 
council-elect  was  ready  for  the  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  inauguration  as  required  by  the 
city  charter. 

Alderman-elect  Roffe  appeared  with  a  mes- 
sage from  the  board  of  aldermen-elect,  agree- 
ing to  the  convention  and  under  escort  of  the 
city  messenger,  Joseph  D.  Wellington,  the 
city  government  elect  and  invited  guests  pro- 
ceeded to  the  upper  hall. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  George  W. 
Shinn,  D.D.,  and  the  oath  of  office  was  admin- 
istered to  Mayor-elect  John  A.  Fenno  by  the 
Hon.  John  C.  Kennedy,  Justice  of  the  Police 
Court  of  Newton.  His  Honor  the  mayor 
then  administered  the  oath  of  ofifice  to  the 
aldermen-elccl  and  then  to  the  common  coun- 
cil-elect. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  mayor's  address 
the  two  boards  separated  and  the  session  of 
the  common  council  was  resumed  in  the  coun- 
cil chamber.  Councilman  Degen,  president 
pro  tem,  in  the  chair. 

Councilmen  Parker  and  Green  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  the  ballots  for  a  president  and  reported 


Ballots  cast  M 
Necessary  for  a  choice  8 
Councilman  George  M.  Weed  had  i 
Councilman  Charles  W.  Knapp  had  13 
and  was  declared  elected  and  took  the  chair 
to  which   he  was  escorted   by  Councilmen 
Weed  and  Childs. 

President  Knapp  briefly  expressed  his  thanks 
for  the  election  and  the  council  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  clerk. 

Fourteen  ballots  were  reported  cast,  all  of 
which  were  for  John  C.  Brimblecom,  who 
was  declared  elected  and  was  immedi- 
ately sworn  by  Councilman  George  M.  Weed, 
notary  public. 

Upon  motion  of  Councilman  Green,  seats 
were  assigned  to  the  members  by  wards, 
beginning  at  the  right  of  the  chair  with  ward  I . 

Under  this  arrangement  the  council  were 
seated  as  follows,  viz:  Briston,  Wing,  tireen. 
Savage,  Bullard  Hatfield,  Childs,  Ross, 
Dickens,  Parker,  Degen,  Weed  and  Tolman. 

Councilman  Weed  was  appointed  a  mes- 
senger to  inform  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the 
organization  of  the  common  council. 

Alderman  Plummer  appeared  with  a  mes- 
sage from  the  board  of  aldermen  stating  that 
that  body  had  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Alderman  Bothfeld  as  president. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read 
and  adopted. 

Ordered,  that  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
common  council  of  1893,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  adopted  for  the  government  of  this 
body  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Ordered,  that  until  otherwise  established, 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  common  council 
be  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays  of 
each  inonth  at  7.30  o'clock  P..M. 

After  a  short  recess,  the  following  papers 
received  from  the  board  of  aldermen  were 
acted  upon  in  concurrence,  viz : 

Petitions  of  Thomas  Cavanaugh  for  street 
lights  on  Oak  avenue  and  of  W.  H.  Bancroft 
for  street  lights  on  Ware  road  were  referred 
to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  highways  fav- 
orable to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accep- 
tance of  N'orman  road  was  accepted.  This 
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action  was  subsequently  reconsidered  and  the 
report  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read 
and  adopted,  viz:  Adopting  joint  rules  and 
orders  for  city  council;  referring  unfinished 
business  to  appropriate  committees;  for  a  joint 
select  committee  on  mayor's  address  (Coun- 
cilmen  Weed,  Green  and  Degen  appointed)  ; 
for  a  joint  select  committee  to  nominate  an 
assessor  and  assistant  assessors  (Councilmen 
Childs,  Savage,  Briston  and  Ross  appointed); 
for  a  joint  select  committee  to  nominate  over- 
seers of  the  poor  (Councilmen  BuUard,  Weed, 
Wing  and  Degen  appointed) ;  establishing 
office  hours  for  city  hall;  assigning  hearings 
January  15,  1894,  upon  the  laying  out,  grading 
and  acceptance  of  Norman  road;  and  estab- 
lishing number  of  patrolmen  in  the  police 
department  at  thirty-seven. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read 
twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
adopted  in  concurrence,  viz: 

Authorizing  the  printing  of  500  copies  of 
the  mayor's  address;  appropriating  5250  for 
the  benefit  of  the  reading  room  in  ward  6 
under  certain  conditions;  appropriating  $5150 
for  school  note  due  January  25,  1894;  appro- 
priating S103  for  interest  on  school  house 
note;  authorizing  observance  of  February  22, 
1894;  authorizing  treasurer  to  honor  drafts  of 
city  engineer  for  discharged  laborers  to  S5000; 
authorizing  treasurer  to  honor  drafts  of  super- 
intendent of  water  works  for  discharged 
laborers  to  S3600;  authorizing  treasurer  to 
honor  drafts  of  superintendent  of  streets  for 
discharged  laborers  to  $3000;  authorizing 
treasurer  to  borrow  8500,000  on  temporary 
loans  (by  yea  and  nay  vote,  14  yeas);  author- 
izing sale  of  $50,000  sewer  bonds  (by  yea  and 
nay  vote,  14  yeas);  authorizing  the  sale  of 
$50,000  sewer  bonds  (by  yea  and  nay  vote,  14 
yeas);  and  appropriating  $5800  for  the  im- 
provement of  t  abot  street,  to  be  raised  by  the 


issue  of  a  ten  year  note  (by  yea  and  nay  vote, 
13  yeas.  Councilman  Ross  absent). 

After  another  short  recess,  Alderman  Hunt 
appeared  with  a  message  from  the  board  of 
aldermen,  requesting  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  city  auditor,  a  city  clerk 
and  a  city  treasurer.  The  request  was  granted 
and  Councilman  Degen  appointed  a  messenger 
to  inform  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  this 
action  of  the  council. 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  came  down  imme- 
diately and  the  two  boards  went  into  joint 
convention,  His  Honor  the  mayor  presiding. 

In  convention,  Henjaniin  F.  Otis,  city  audi- 
tor, Isaac  F.  Kingsbury,  city  clerk,  and  John 
A.  Kenrick,  city  treasurer,  were  unanimously 
reelected  receiving  20,  21  and  21  votes 
respectively,  and  the  convention  thereupon 
dissolved. 

The  session  of  the  common  council  was 
immediately  resumed.  President  Knapp  in  the 
chair. 

The  action  of  the  council  in  adopting  the 
order  appropriating  S250  for  the  benefit  of  a 
reading  room  in  ward  6,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, was  reconsidered  on  motion  of 
Councilman  Degen,  who  thereupon  offered  an 
amendment  appropriating  $500  for  the  pur- 
pose without  conditions.  The  amendment 
was  defeated  and  the  order  was  then  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  resolution  expressing  the  desire  of  the 
common  council  that  seats  be  provided  within 
the  horseshoe  of  seats  for  use  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  in  joint  convention  was  read  twice 
under  suspension  of  the  rules  and  sent  up  for 
concurrence. 

The  committee  appointments  for  1894,  as 
prepared  by  the  president,  were  read  by  the 
clerk. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  coun- 
cil at  5.15  o'clock  k.m.  adjourned  to  January 
15  at  7.30  o'clock  I'.M. 
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The  common  council  held  an  adjourned 
meeting  on  Monday  evening,  January  15,  at 
7.30  o'clock,  President  Knapp  in  the  chair. 

All  of  the  members  were  present. 

The  clerk  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  approved  approved. 

The  following  papers  from  the  board  ol 
aldermen  were  acted  upon  in  concurrence, 
viz. : 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  buiial 
grounds  for  1893  was  accepted. 

Petition  of  Dutch  and  others  relative  to 
proposals  for  contracts  and  opening  of  bids  in 
public  was  read  and  filed. 

Petition  of  Mrs.  H.  Hanna  relative  to  in- 
juries received  while  on  Crafts  street,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  highways  re- 
commending leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Goodnow  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment on  account  of  drainage  of  Mague 
meadows,  was  accepted  ami  the  recommend- 
ation adopted. 

Reports  of  the  commiteee  on  sewers  recom- 
mending the  taking  of  lands  for  sewer  pur- 
poses 

Between  Hunnewell  terrace  and  Karnes 
street; 

In  Hunnewell  terrace; 

In  Barnes  street; 
were  accepted,  and  a  report  from  the  same 
committee  recommending   the  laying   of  a 
sewer  in  Willard  street  was  also  accepted. 

Reports  of  the  select  committee  on  nomina- 
tion of  an  assessor  and  assistant  assessors,  and 
of  the  select  committee  on  nomination  of  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  were  accepted. 

Orders  assigning  hearings  on  February  5 
and  12,  1894,  on  taking  lands  for  sewer  pur- 
poses 

Between  Hunnewell  terrace  and  Barnes 
street; 

In  Hunnewell  terrace; 

In  Barnes  street; 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Willard  street;  authorizing  the  mayor  to  peti- 


tion the  legislature  for  authority  to  require 
overhead  electric  wires  to  be  placed  under- 
ground; and  authorizing  the  mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  legislature  for  authority  to  sell  street 
railway  franchises  and  to  charge  rental  on 
present  street  railway  franchises,  were  severally 
read  and  adopted. 

Orders  appropriating  $94,900  for  city  ex- 
penses for  February  and  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  Willard  street,  were 
read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
adopted. 

.\lderman  Rumery  then  appeared  with  a 
message  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  request- 
ing a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
an  assessor  for  three  years,  assistant  assessors 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  present 
municipal  year.  The  request  was  granted, 
and  Councilman  BuUard  appointed  a  mes- 
senger to  inform  the  board  of  aldermen  of 
this  action. 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  came  do«  n  im- 
mediately and  the  two  boarcis  went  into  joint 
convention,  his  honor  the  mayor  presiding. 

In  convention,  Samuel  M.  Jackson  was 
unanimously  reelected  an  assessor  for  three 
years,  receiving  twenty  votes. 

The  following  assistant  assessors  were  unani- 
mously elected  for  the  present  municipal  year, 
each  receiving  twenty  votes: 

Ward  I — Thomas  C.  Parks. 

Ward  2 — George  F.  W  iiliams. 

Ward  3— Willard  P.  Plimpton. 

Ward  4 — Bernard  Early. 

Ward  5 — John  E.  Colburn. 

Ward  6 — Edwin  M.  Fowle. 

Ward  7— Edward  W.  Cobb. 

The  first  ballot  for  overseers  of  the  poor  for 
the  present  municipal  year  resulted  as  follows : 

Ward  I — Thomas  C.  Parks,  20. 

Ward  2 — John  F.  Payne,  20. 

Ward  3 — James  H.  Nickerson,  20. 

Ward  4 — Nathan  Mosman,  19. 

Ward  5 — Eugene  Panning,  10. 

Oliver  G.  Billings,  10. 

Ward  6 — Edwin  M.  Fowle,  20. 

Ward  7 — Henry  C.  Daniels,  19. 
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Kdwarcl  \V.  Cobb,  i. 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected : 

Ward  I  —  Thomas  C.  Parks. 

Ward  2 — John  F.  Payne. 

Ward  3 — James  H.  Nickerson. 

Ward  4 — Nathan  Mosman. 

Ward  6 — Edwin  M.  Fowle. 

Ward  7 — Henry  C.  Daniels. 

A  second  ballot  for  overseer  of  the  poor  for 
Ward  5  resulted  as  follows : 


Kugenc  Fanning,  9. 

Oliver  G.  Hillings,  9. 
and  there  was  no  choice. 

A  third  ballot  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Eugene  Fanning,  who  received  1 1  votes, 
Oliver  G.  Billings  having  9.  And  the  con- 
vention thereupon  dissolved. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
at  8.43  o'clock  P.M.  adjourned  to  February 
12,  1894. 
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City  of  Nbwton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Feb.  12,  1894. 


It  was  7.35  o'clock  on  Monday  evening; 
when  President  Knapp  called  the  common 
council  to  order,  all  the  members  being  pres- 
ent. The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  last 
meeting,  and  the\  were  ap|)roved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in 
concurrence  : 

From  Nancy  Kailey  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  Lander  street  1  )ecember 
1 8,  1893.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

From  Mr.  Fiske  and  thirteen  others  for  a 
fire  alarm  signal  station  at  River  and  Henshaw 
streets.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  tire 
department. 

From  W.  B.  Young  and  others  for  a  sewer 
in  Kenwood  avenue,  ward  6.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

From  Silver  Lake  company  for  a  crosswalk 
at  Watertown  and  Nevada  streets.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

From  William  E.  Sheldon  for  one  street 
light  on  Highland  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  street  lights. 

From  I^ouis  Watson  aud  others  for  change 
of  location  of  one  street  light  on  Watertown 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  street 
lights. 

From  Edward  E.  Leland  that  Otis  street  be 
straightened.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  accepted  in  con- 
currence with  the  upper  board  : 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  recommend- 
ing the  construction  of  a  sewer  through  private 
land  of  Luther  Paul,  between  Oxford  road 
and  Parker  street.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  favorable  to 
the  petition  of  Dwight  Chester  for  a  sewer  in 


(ilenwood  avenue,  ward  6.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  city  engineer  submitting  a  sched- 
ule of  various  sewer  assessments.  Report 
accepted. 

Hearings. 

At  7.45  o'clock  the  following  hearing;-,  were 
called  : 

On  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  the 
Barnes  estate,  off  Hunnewell  avenue,  ward  7. 

A  communication  was  received  stating  the 
objections  of  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Barnes,  who  is 
now  ill,  and  asking  for  a  conference  with  the 
committee  on  sewers  w  hen  she  should  be  able 
to  meet  it. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

Also,  on  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Hunnewell  terrace,  ward  7.  No  one  ap- 
peared. 

Other  Reports  Accepted. 

There  being  no  further  hearings  at  7.51  the 
common  council  again  took  up  the  reports  re- 
ceived through  the  upper  board,  as  follows : 

From  the  city  engineer  submitting  a  sched- 
ule of  various  sewer  assessments.  Report  ac- 
cepted. 

From  the  trustees  of  the  Read  fund  for 
1893.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  sinking  fund  commissioners  for 
1893.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  water  board  for  1893.  Report 
accepted. 

From  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the 
quarter  ending  December  31,  1893.  Report 
accepted. 

From  the  city  marshal  for  1893.  Report 
accepted. 

Orders  Passed. 

The  following  orders  were  acted  upon  in 
concurrence  : 

An  order  rescinding  the  order  for  the  issue 
of  a  note  of  $7900  for  improvements  on  Mill 
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and  Needham  streets,  and  authorizing  its 
issue  again. 

Councilman  Weed  asked :  What  is  the 
object  of  rescinding  the  order  and  passing  it 
over  again  ? 

President  Knapp :  It  is  owing  to  some 
question  being  raised  as  to  the  legality  of  ex- 
pending the  nuiney  appropriated  l)y  the  pre- 
ceding council.  ^ 

Councilman  Degen  :  Is  the  order  identical 
with  the  old  order? 

President  Knapp :  They  are  the  same.  The 
order  is  to  save  the  possibility  of  any  entangle- 
ment. 

The  order  was  then  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

An  order  rescinding  the  order  for  the  issue 
of  $50,000  bonds  for  a  brick  schoolhouse  and 
authorizing  its  issue  again.  I  he  order  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

An  order  rescinding  the  order  for  the  issue 
of  the  note  for  ^8ooo  for  highway  stal)le  and 
authorizing  its  issue  again.  The  order  wa.-^ 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

An  order  appropriating  S500  to  be  expend- 
ed by  the  committee  on  claims  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims,  i  he  order  was  passed  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

.\n  order  appropriating  $6534,  to  be 
charged  to  the  water  construction  account  of 
for  settlement  of  land  taken  in  1S89.  on  Wabiin 
Hill  for  high  water  service.  The  order  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  ihe  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
receive  the  amended  assessment  on  Hannah 
F.  Goodnow  on  account  of  the  Mague  drain. 
'I'he  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  $300  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  horse  and  harness  for  the  depart- 
ment of  inspector  of  wires.  The  order  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  Si  25  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  fire  alarm  box  at  the  corner  of 
Summit  and  Bellevue  streets. 

Councilman  Degen  said  the  order  appro- 
priated S125  ostensibly  for  a  fire  alarm  box, 
but  it  was  partly  for  that  and  partly  for  some- 
thing else. 

Councilman  Wing:  1  understand  that  S75 
is  for  the  box;  and  whatever  is  necessary  will 
be  expended  for  constructing  the  line. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  the  vote  stand- 


ing twelve  to  two,  Messrs.  Degen  and  Tolman 
voting  against  the  passage  of  the  order. 

An  order  appropriating  $900  for  the  pur- 
chase of  two  hose  wagons.  The  order  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  making  sewer  assessments,  sched- 
ule 15.  The  order  was  passed  under  a  sus- 
pensit>n  of  the  rules. 

.\n  order  making  special  sewer  assessments, 
schedule  16.  The  order  was  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  for  a  sewer  to  be  laid  out  and 
constructed  in  Glenwood  avenue.  The  order 
was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  assigning  hearings  to  be  held 
March  5  before  the  board  of  aldermen  ami 
March  12  before  the  common  council  on  tak- 
ing private  land  for  sewer  purposes  between 
Oxford  road  and  Parker  street.  Passed. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  authority  to  issue  highway 
bonds  for  thirty  years.  Passed. 

An  order  authorizing  the  committee  on 
sewers  to  dispose  of  waste  material,  such  as 
rock,  gravel,  pipe,  etc.,  the  highway  depart- 
ment to  have  the  first  chance.  Passed. 

From  the  board  of  aldermen,  special  meet- 
ing of  F'ebruary  8. 

An  order  adopting  the  sewer  assessment 
recommended  against  Nettie  M.  F'reeman. 
Passed. 

An  order  appropriating  S300  for  office  ex- 
penses of  ihe  city  s.)licitor.  Passed. 

\  communication  from  F.  C.  Dudley  and 
A.  ('.  Shaw  for  the  extension  of  time  for  the 
paynient  of  certain  sewer  assessments  until 
the  land  is  built  upon.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  sewers. 

New  Business. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  health  for  the 
year  1 893.  Received. 

(  oucilman  Parker  wished  two  petitions  from 
R.  R.  Bishop  should  be  placed  on  file,  as  he 
had  forgotten  to  bring  them.  One  for  a  street 
light  on  Beacon  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights;  the 
other  for  a  fire  alarm  signal  station,  on  the 
same  street,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  fire  department. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  \). 
<  ox  for  six  street  lights  on  Kensington  street 
and  Woodside  avenue.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  street  lights. 
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A  petition  was  received  from  James  Kicliard 
Carter  and  about  twenty-five  others  for  270 
feet  of  plank  sidewalk  on  Mount  Vernon 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  was  received  from  H.  B.  Day  and 
ten  others  for  a  new  street  Ix-tween  Prince 
and  Sterling  streets.  Rt-ferred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Margaret 
Wade  and  six  others  for  a  tire  alarm  sij^nal 
station  on  Dcdham  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  fire  department. 

A  petition  was  received  bearing  twenty-five 
signatures  for  a  crosswalk  on  Walnut  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Board  of  Health  Arraigned. 

Councilman  Parker  then  said:  No  doubt 
most  of  the  members  present  have  seen  the 
numerous  articles  in  the  Boston  dailies  as  well 
as  our  local  papers  in  reference  to  the  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  in  the  schools  at  Newton 
Centre.  They  reflect  upon  the  fair  name  of 
our  city,  giving  the  impression  that  our  board 
of  health  is  negligent,  or  at  least  not  efficient, 
rhe  cases  were  of  the  most  malignant  type,  as 
three  out  of  four  resulted  in  death,  and  two  of 
ihem  within  twenty-four  hours  of  being  taken. 
Our  local  physicians,  at  the  request  of  anxious 
parents,  repeatedly  urged  the  chairman  to 
fumigate  the  Mason  school,  only  to  be  tol<l 
declined  to  do  it.  .After  waiting  four  days 
they  fumigateit  on  Thursday  and  opened  the 
school  on  Friday  morning,  when  of  course  the 
children  couUl  not  remain  on  account  of  the 
fumes  from  sulphur.  During  the  time  pre- 
vious to  their  consent  to  disinfect  the  building 
the  attendance  had  fallen  off  over  60  per  cent. 
In  one  room  there  were  but  nine  pupils  left. 
When  the  board  of  last  year,  which  cost  the 
city  about  one-third  of  what  the  present  one 
costs,  was  dissolved  we  were  informed  that  we 
were  to  have  one  much  better  adapted  to  our 
requirements.  Of  this  we  leave  you  to  judge. 
Possibly  the  danger  of  contagion  is  over  with 
us  for  the  present,  but  it  is  liable  to  occur  in 
any  other  ward  in  the  city,  and  I  submit  that 
there  is  not  a  parent  here  who  would  not  be 
indignant  were  his  children  exposed  to  such  a 
risk.  The  physicians  were  not  treated  at  all 
fairly.  1  hope  we  may  devise  some  means  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  thing. 

Councilman  Green  then  said :  I  have  re- 
cently given  a  good  deal  of  time  to  this  matter 


and  have  ccmie  into  the  possession  of  the  facts 
as  they  are.  The  origin  of  this  epidemic  was 
\n  one  family  in  Newton  Centre.  One  of  the 
pupils  at  the  Rice  school  came  from  the  same 
family.  ( )f  the  four  cases  at  the  Centre  three 
have  resulted  fatally,  and  all  the  deaths  came 
very  suddenly.  A  sister  of  the  sick  boy  in 
Mr.  Woodman's  family  was  in  attendance  at 
the  Mason  school  at  the  time.  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  statute  law  which  re- 
quires that  records  shall  be  kept  of  all  cases 
of  contagious  diseases.  The  board  of  health 
is  also  required  to  give  the  names  of  all  pupils 
in  the  public  schools  who  may  be  sick  with 
such  diseases  to  the  school  committee.  If 
the  school  committee  of  the  city  of  Newton 
has  nut  been  provide<t  with  such  a  list  they 
should  have  been. 

Your  attention  is  further  called  to  the  fact 
that  where  possible  such  diseases  are  to  be 
cared  for  in  hospitals.  Where  the  sick  person 
is  too  sick  to  be  removed  without  danger  the 
house  where  they  are  located  shall  be 
quarantined. 

After  the  Rice  school  had  been  fumigated 
it  was  reopened  and  am  >ng  the  pupils  in  at- 
tendance was  one  still  peeling  from  the  disease. 
Notice  of  this  was  sent  to  the  board  of  health. 
.Attention  is  called  to  the  statute  law  which  re- 
quires any  pupil  wh<^  has  been  sick  with  a 
that  it  was  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  there 
was  no  cause  for  alarm.  Indignation  is  hard- 
ly a  strong  enough  word  to  express  their  feel- 
ings, and  several  offered  to  pay  the  expense 
themselves  if  that  was  the  reason  the  board 
contagious  disease  or  from  an  infected  house, 
shall  present  a  certiiicate  befi>re  being  again 
admitted. 

The  Mason  school  is  the  largest  in  point  of 
attendance  of  any  school  in  the  city,  excepting 
only  the  High  school,  and  the  attendance  here 
fell  to  40  per  cent  of  the  regular  attendance. 
In  one  of  the  rooms  only  nine  pupils  were 
present  one  day. 

Notice  was  sent  to  the  board  of  health  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  those  schools.  It 
is  of  importance,  in  considering  this  subject  to 
notice  that  in  the  sewing  classes  all  the  arti- 
cles are  gathered  up  in  baskets  and  passed  in- 
discriminately among  the  pupils.  In  this  par- 
ticular basket  was  a  flannel  skirt  which  had 
been  in  the  infected  house.  This  would  be 
passed  pupils  with  the  other  articles,  and  was 
liable  to  carry  germs  in  it.  The  physician 
objected  to  this  and  requested  the  pupils  from 
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families  under  his  charge  to  withdraw.  'l~hcy 
did  so. 

Other  physicians  did  the  same,  and  that 
room  was  closed.  Chairman  Curtis  was  noti- 
fied of  the  garment,  and  that  the  clothing  of 
pupils  hung  together.  Fumigation  was  re- 
quested. In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Curtis  fumi- 
gation was  unnecessary.  He  had  lieen  in  con- 
ference with  the  superintendancc  of  schools, 
who  though  fumigation  unnecessary. 

Councilman  Cireen  then  quoted  from  the 
rules  of  the  superintendent,  and  said  that  gen- 
tleman knew  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the 
schools   in  violation  of   these  requirements. 

The  superintendant  was  opposed  to  anv 
closing  of  the  schools,  saying  there  were 
already  vacations  enough  without  closing  them. 
.\ttendance  was  allowed  in  violation  of  all 
rules.  His  judgment  was  placed  above  that 
of  everybody  else.    But  this  was  nothing  new. 

With  the  appointment  of  th«  new  board  of 
health  it  had  been  hoped  to  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  department.  The  former  agent 
of  the  board  was  a  man  of  large  experience 
and  energy,  liut  he  had  not  the  faculty  of 
getting  along  with  the  people.  It  was  held 
out  to  the  city  council  that  no  suitable  person 
could  be  found  to  till  the  office  of  agent  at  the 
salary  attached  to  the  office.  We  were  asked 
to  increase  the  salary  from  $1200  to  $1800,  in 
order  that  the  board  might  obtain  a  suitable 
agent.  It  was  unnecessary  to  do  this,  and 
then  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  plumbing  to 
do  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  agent.  I  have 
no  criticism  to  make  of  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  office.  But  it  was  held  out  that  no  effi- 
cient man  could  be  had  at  Si  200.  When  you 
put  in  a  man  who  has  not  had  experience  it  is 
imposing  on  the  community.  One  of  two 
things  should  be  done :  Either  the  rules  of 
the  local  board  should  be  more  stringent  or 
the  state  board  rules  should  be  lived  up  to.  I 
look  upon  the  superintendent  of  schools  as 
being  criminally  negligent. 

Councilman  Briston  said  :  Since  the  agent 
of  the  hoard  of  health  is  present  I  would 
suggest  that  he  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Brimblecom  said :  I  will  leave  it  for  the 
board  of  health  to  decide  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
its  action  in  the  appointment  of  agent.  The 
board  was  notified  of  a  case  of  scarlet  fever 
in  the  Rice  school  Dr.  Fessenden  reported 
the  case  and  said  the  source  was  unknown. 
The  child  died  within  thirty-six  hours. 
These  two  were  the  only  deaths  at  Newton 


Centre  [there  was  one  at  hospital].  The 
cases  came  from  one  room  in  the  Rice  school, 
which  was  closed  by  order  of  the  board. 
After  the  school  had  been  fumigated  and 
reopened  Dr.  Fessenden  telephoned  that  the 
cause  of  the  disease  had  been  discovered 
in  the  Woodman  family.  Dr.  Tilton  had 
been  called  for  a  sore  throat,  and  prescribed 
accordingly.  .-Vnother  child  in  the  family 
had  been  sick  about  C  hristmas  time  and  had 
begun  to  peel.  The  house  was  immediately 
quarantined,  and  the  Rice  school  was  again 
closed.  Mr.  Woodman  sent  his  family  away 
so  as  to  have  his  house  and  store 
fumigated,  which  was  done.  Dr.  Loring 
notified  Chairman  Curtis  that  the  Wood- 
man girl  had  attended  the  Mason  school, 
but  this  attendance  was  prior  to  the  quaran- 
tine. Dr.  Loring  had  ordered  the  school 
closed  without  authority.  The  closing  was 
not  warranted.  The  board  sustained  Dr. 
Curtis,  but  said  it  would  fumigate  the  Mason 
school  at  the  request  of  the  school  board,  to 
allay  the  excitement.  This  was  done.  All 
cases  are  reported  as  soon  as  known,  and 
houses  where  diseases  exist  are  placarded  and 
every  precaution  used  to  prevent  contagion. 

Councilman  Cjreen :  What  about  the  in- 
fected skirt? 

Mr.  Brimblecom  :  I  never  heard  of  it  be- 
fore. 

Councilman  tjreen  :  I'his  skirt  was  lirought 
to  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  board 
of  health.  The  building  was  in  a  dangerous 
condition.  If  by  good  fortune  no  ill  comes 
from  this  neglect  there  is  everything  to  l)e 
thankful  for,  but  it  will  not  be  on  account  of 
the  board  of  health. 

Further  than  all  this,  the  fumigating 
was  last  done  on  Thursday  and  the  school 
opened  on  Friday.  In  fumigating  too  much 
sulphur  has  to  be  used  to  allow  a  building  tu 
be  occupied  the  next  day,  but  the  school  was 
opened  for  one  day  only.  Only  one  day 
would  have  been  lost  if  the  school  had  not 
been  opened  until  Monday.  .\s  it  was  some 
of  the  children  are  still  sick  from  the  effects 
of  the  fumes  of  the  sulphur.  I  understand  the 
school  was  opened  on  Friday  by  order  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools.  The  loss  to  pupils 
on  account  of  absence  from  their  studies  could 
not  be  compared  with  the  effect  of  the  strain 
during  the  scare. 

Councilman  Parker :  Were  there  not  three 
who  died? 
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Mr.  Brimblecom :  One  died  at  the  hos- 
pital. 

Councilman  Degen :  I  don't  wish  to  ad- 
dress this  body  further  on  this  subject.  It 
seems  to  me  there  has  been  a  terrible  arraign- 
ment of  the  board  of  health  here  tonight.  It 
has  been  said  that  its  power  is  supreme.  This 
may  be  doubted.  I  want  it  to  be  put  on 
record  that  we  protest  against  this  inaction  of 
the  board.  In  order  not  to  act  hastily  I  move 
that  a  recess  be  taken,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  chair,  so  that  resolutions  may  be  drafted 
which  shall  express  the  sentiments  of  this 
body. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  at  8.45  the 
council  took  a  recess,  which  lasted  until  9.29. 

A  Recess  and  a  Resolution. 

On  being  called  to  order  after  the  recess, 
Councilman  Degen  presented  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  common 
council,  the  action  of  the  board  of  health  in 
regard  to  the  late  outbreak  of  the  scarlet  fever 
in  the  schools  in  Newton  Centre  has  not  been 
such  as  to  inspire  confidence  in  their  judg- 
ment, it  is,  therefore. 

Resolved,  that  we  protest  against  their  neg- 
ligence in  not  promptly  acting  on  the  infor- 
mation communicated  to  them  by  the  local 
physicians. 

Resolved,  that  this  council  condemn  the  in- 
difference of  the  superintendent  of  schools  in 
not  promptly  ordering  the  closing  of  the 
Mason  school  when  the  facts  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  board  of  health. 

Councilman  Green  seconded  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  resolution. 

Councilman  Briston :  From  the  informa- 
tion furnished  here  tonight  I  think  the  matter 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  passed  over 
lightly.  I  move  that  when  the  vote  on  this 
resolution  is  taken  it  be  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

Councilman  Savage  said  :  I  would  like  to 
know  what  is  specirically  condemned  before 
the  vote  is  taken. 


Councilman  Degen:  I  think  we  should 
not  single  out  anyone  in  this  matter.  If  any- 
one is  held  personally  responsible  that  person 
should  be  the  president  of  the  board  of  health. 
It  is  a  very  serious  matter.  Parents  should 
have  some  rights  in  having  their  children  pro- 
tected from  infection. 

President  Knapp  called  Councilman  Briston 
to  the  chair.  He  then  said,  I  agree  thorough- 
ly and  heartily  with  what  has  been  said  here. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  "  Impaired  confi- 
dence," "neglect,"  "indifference  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools  "  which  are  found 
in  this  resolution,  are  prettry  strong  terms.  I 
think  it  may  be  the  best  thing  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table  until  another  meeting  so 
that  we  may  weigh  the  matter  well  before  act- 
ing upon  it. 

Councilman  .Savage  seconded  the  motion  to 
table. 

The  resolution  was  then  tabled;  the  vote 
standing  13  to  I,  Councilman  Wing  voting  in 
the  negative. 

Other  Business. 

("ouncilman  Weed  moved  the  adoption  of 
an  order  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  city 
solicitor  on  the  question  of  the  right  of  any 
official  of  the  city  to  do  work  for  the  city  out- 
side of  his  official  duties.  The  order  was 
passed. 

.\  petition  was  received  from  William  C. 
Wiswall  and  ten  others  for  the  laying  out  to 
a  width  of  fifty  feet  of  a  new  street  from 
Brookline  street  to  Dedham  street,  to  be 
known  as  Oak  Hill  street. 

Councilman  Dickens  said  :  The  street  is  an 
old  one  laid  out  by  the  town  and  is  forty  feet 
wide.  The  petition  is  virtually  for  the  widen- 
ing and  acceptance  of  the  street  by  the  city.  It 
is  the  most  direct  route  to  Dedham,  making  a 
saving  in  the  travel  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  9.41 . 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Feb.  26,  1894. 


The  regular  met'linj  of  the  common  coun- 
cil was  held  on  Monday  evening,  February 
26.  The  board  was  called  to  order  at  about 
7.45  o'clock,  by  President  Knapp,  with  every 
member  in  his  seat. 

Petitions  Filed  and  Referred. 

These  petitions  were  received  through  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  as  follows: 

An  amended  proposition  for  the  boulevard 
on  what  is  known  as  the  l  uUer  street  route. 
Placed  on  file. 

A  proposition  for  the  boulevard  between 
Valentine  and  Washington  streets,  known  as 
the  southern  route.    Placed  on  file. 

Resolution  from  the  board  of  health  rela- 
tive to  connecting  the  Davis  schoolhouse  with 
the  sewer.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
public  property. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

From  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Library  for 
1893.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  chief  of  the  fire  department  for 
1893.     Report  accepted. 

From  the  joint  standing  committee  on  sew- 
ers, recommending  the  taking  of  land  in 
Claremont  street  for  sewer  purposes.  Report 
accepted. 

From  the  same  committee  favorable  to  tak- 
ing land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Lombard 
street.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  city  engineer  for  1893.  Report 
accepted. 

Orders  Acted  Upon. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
he  board  of  aldermen  : 

Appropriating  S300  for  the  purchase  of  two 
fire  alarm  signal  stations. 

This  order  aroused  some  discussion.  After 
being  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  the  order  was  referred  to  the  committee 


on  fire  department.  Before  adjournment  this 
action  was  reconsidered. 

Appropriating  $64,000  for  city  expenses  for 
March.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  adopted. 

Assigning  hearings  to  be  held  on  March  19 
at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen, 
and  March  26  at  7.45  before  the  common 
council  on  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Claremont  street.  Passed. 

Assigning  hearings  for  the  same  dates  and 
times  on  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Ashton  and  Kenwood  avenues.  Passed. 

For  the  construction  of  sewers  in  various 
streets,  .\dopted,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Fof  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Hun- 
neweli  terrace.  Passed. 

For  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Barnes  street.  Passed. 

For  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance 
of  Merton  street.  Passed. 

Other  Business. 

A  petition  from  John  \V.  Brigham  for  two 
street  lights  on  Elmhurst  road  from  the  board 
of  aldermen  was  in  concurrence  referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

Further  business  from  the  special  meeting 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  held  the  same  even- 
ing, was  acted  upon  as  follows: 

Petitions  from  James  W.  French  and  104 
others  that  the  mayor  be  authorized  to  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  for  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  creating  a  street,  park  and 
drainage  commission,  and  favorable  to  the 
creation  of  a  board  of  public  works.  Re- 
ceived. 

Report  of  the  highway  committee  favorable 
to  laying  out,  grading  and  accepting  Edinboro 
street.    Report  accepted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  bill  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  street,  park  and  drainage  commis- 
sion. Passed. 

.\n  order  for  hearings  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Edinboro  street,  to 
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be  held  on  March  19  before  the  board  of  al- 
dermen at  7.30  o'clock,  and  at  7.45  o'clock 
on  March  26  before  the  common  council. 
Passed. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  records  of  the  last 
meeting,  and  they  were  approved. 

City  Solicitor's  Opinion. 

The  opinion  of  the  city  solicitor  in  regard 
to  the  right  of  ceitain  city  officials  to  do 
work  paid  for  by  the  city  was  received  and 
read  by  the  clerk.  The  opinion  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

J.  C.  Briniblecom,  Clerk  of    the  Common 
Council : 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  communica- 
tion of  February  thirteenth  saying  that  the  com- 
mon council  requested  my  opinion  upon  cer- 
tain questions  stated. 

The  first  of  these  questions  is  as  follows: 
"  Is  it  lawful  for  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Newton  or  for  any  city  ofEcer,  elected 
by  the  people  or  by  the  city  council,  or  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  fur- 
nish labor,  material,  supplies  or  work  to  the 
city,  the  same  being  furnished  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  or  by  contract.  (See 
Chap.  205,  S.  12,  Pub.  Stat.  Chap.  117  of 
Acts  of  1886  and  Par.  3,  Sect.  5  of  city 
charter.)" 

The  provision  of  the  statue  referred  to  is  as 
follows : 

"  If  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  city 
council  or  any  municipal  board  of  a  city  is 
personally  interested,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  a  contract  in  which  the  city  is  a 
party  interested,  and  which  is  made  by  the 
city  council  or  by  either  branch  thereof,  or 
by  such  board,  or  by  authority  derived  there- 
from respectively,  etc.,  .  ,  .  .  .  he 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
fifty  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  or 
by  such  fine  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year." 

This  statute  is  a  revision  of  an  act  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  1875.  The  language  of 
that  act  is  somewhat  different,  but  under  the 
rules  of  con.struction  of  statutes  the  two  acts 
thould  be  construed  as  intended  to  have  the 
same  meaning.  In  order  that  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  may  more  clearly  appear,  I 
quote  the  act  of  1875  '■ 

"Section  i.  No  person  shall  be  interested 
in  a  private  capacity  either  directly  or  indi- 


rectly, in  any  contract  or  agreement  wherein 
a  city  is  a  party  interested,  if  he  be  a  member 
of  the  city  council  of  said  city,  or  of  either 
branch  thereof,  and  if  said  contract  or  agree- 
ment be  made  by  said  city  council  or  either 
branch  thereof,  or  by  authority  derived  there- 
from. 

"  Nor  if  he  be  a  member  of  any  municipal 
board  in  said  city,  and  said  contract  or  agree- 
ment be  made  by  said  board,  or  authority 
therefrom." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  language  of  the  latter 
act  that  the  penalty  applies  to  a  member  of 
the  city  council  if  the  contract  or  agreement 
is  made  by  the  city  council  or  either  branch 
thereof  or  authority  therefrom.  But  in  my 
opinion  it  does  not  apply  where  the  conti'act 
or  agreement  is  made  by  the  city  council  or 
either  branch  thereof,  or  by  authority  derived 
therefrom,  and  the  person  making  it  is  not  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  but  of  some  other 
municipal  board.  Nor  would  it  apply  to  a 
member  of  such  other  municipal  board  if  the 
contract  or  agreement  was  made  by  the  city 
council  or  by  authority  derived  therefrom. 

The  term  "contract"  or  "agreement" 
used  in  the  statutes  is  a  broad  one,  and  in  my 
opinion  means  more  than  a  written  contract, 
and  would  apply  to  any  case  where  labor, 
supplies,  material  or  work  are  furnished,  and 
would  be  also  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 

To  sum  up,  opinion  is  as  follows: 

1.  It  is  not  lawful  for  a  member  of  the 
city  council  to  furnish,  labor,  material,  sup- 
plies or  work  to  the  city,  if  the  contract  or 
agreement  therefor  is  made  by  the  city  coun- 
cil, or  by  either  branch  thereof,  or  by  author- 
ity derived  therefrom. 

2.  It  would  not  be  lawful  for  a  member 
of  any  other  municipal  board  to  furnish  labor, 
material,  supplies  or  work  to  the  city,  if  the 
contract  or  agreement  therefor  is  made  by  the 
municipal  board  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or 
by  authority  derived  therefrom. 

3.  In  other  cases  referred  to  in  your  ques- 
tion the  statutes  would  not  apply. 

Yours  truly, 

WiNFIELD  S.  SlOCOM. 
Councilman  Dickens  asked  that  a  part  of 
the  opinion  be  read  a  recond  time,  which  was 
done. 

Petitions  Received  and  Referred. 

Councilman  Briston   presented  a  petition 
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from  D.  Waldo  Stearns  and  fifty  others  for 
the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Cook  street,  from  Watertown  street  to  Green 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  W.  F.  Grace  and  six 
others  for  three  incandescent  lights  on  Gard- 
ner street,  ward  I.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  street  lights. 

Also,  a  petition  <rom  Sarah  Thomas  relative 
to  a  sewer  assessment  levied  on  her  estate  on 
Green  court. 

Councilman  Bristonsaid:  The  petitioner 
resides  on  Chapel  street  at  the  corner  of  Green 
street,  and  her  estate  contains  some  6000 
square  feet.  Someone  has  purchased  the  lot 
adjoining  and  on  it  built  ten  houses,  where 
there  is  only  room  for  two.  A  court,  called 
Green  court,  has  been  opened  by  this  party, 
but  to  which  the  petitioner  has  no  access  or 
right.  These  buildings  were  put  up  before 
the  appointment  of  a  building  inspector  or 
they  could  not  have  been  crowded  in  so  close- 
ly. The  petitioner  can't  understand  why  she 
should  be  required  to  pay  an  assessment  for  a 
sewer  put  in  a  court  where  she  has  no  egress, 
and  believes  the  only  reason  it  was  located 
there  was  to  make  some  one  else  pay  a  share 
of  ihe  expense  which  should  be  borne  by  the 
estate  benefitted. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  sewers. 

Reconsider   Order   for    Purchase  of 
Fire  Alarm  Boxes. 

Councilman  P.irker  moved  to  reconsider  the 
reference  to  the  committee  on  fire  depart- 
men  of  the  order  for  the  appropriation  of 
$300  for  the  purchase  of  two  fire  alarm  sig- 
nal stations. 

Councilman  Savage  seconded  the  motion. 

Councilman  Parker:  I  move  that  the  party 
delegated  to  purchase  the  boxes  be  instructed 
to  buy  two  Municipal  boxes  of  the  same  pat- 
tern and  at  the  same  price  as  was  paid  last 
year. 

Councilman  Savage  :  Do  I  understand  to 
buy  the  same  kind  of  boxes,  or  to  buy  boxes 
at  the  same  price? 

Councilman  Parker :  My  motion  is  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same  kind  of  boxes  at  the 
same  price  as  was  paid  last  year. 

Councilman  Bullard  :    Who  is  the  inspector 


of  wires,  to  whom  is  delegated  the  purchase 
of  supplies? 

President  Knapp  :  Chief  Bixby  of  the  fire 
department  is  the  inspector  of  wires. 

Councilman  Bullard :  Will  he  purchase 
these  boxes?  I  understand  he  has  the  pur- 
chasing of  all  the  supplies  in  his  department. 

President  Knapp :  The  order  instructs  him 
to  purchase  two  boxes. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  think  we  should 
have  confidence  enough  in  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  let  the  order  stand  without  any 
instructions  as  to  what  boxes  are  to  be  pur- 
chased. He  might  favor  the  purchase  of 
another  make  of  boxes.  I  favor  leaving  the 
selection  of  boxes  in  his  hands.  If  this  board 
has  not  sufficient  confidence  in  that  official  to 
allow  him  to  buy  such  boxes  as  in  his  judg- 
ment are  best,  then,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  time 
to  investigate  the  department. 

Councilman  Savage:  Since  his  appoint- 
ment as  inspector  he  has  been  intrusted  with 
all  the  buying,  and  I  think  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  a  change  in  the  order. 

Councilman  Parker:  Then  you  might  just 
as  well  do  away  with  all  committees,  and  let 
the  heads  of  departments  do  just  as  they 
want  to. 

Councilman  Bullard:  I  understand  that 
the  inspector  of  wires  is  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment, and  that  it  is  not  under  the  control 
or  supervision  of  any  committee;  that  he  has 
no  committee  to  report  to,  and  that  he  is  to 
have  the  purchasing  of  all  supplies  for  that 
department,  but  this  would  put  him  under  the 
control  of  the  committee  on  fire  department. 
I  think  there  is  no  reason  for  making  a  change 
of  this  order  of  things  in  the  purchase  of  fire 
alarm  Inixes. 

Councilman  Weed :  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  no  reascm  why  the  say  in  this  matter 
should  be  left  with  the  inspector  of  wires. 
The  committee  in  charge  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment should  have  the  say  as  to  what  boxes 
shall  be  purchased.  It  seems  to  me  fitting 
that  the  inspector  of  wires  should  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  committee.  The  committee 
is  held  responsible  for  the  fire  department, 
and  its  powers  should  be  supreme.  The  com- 
mittee should  not  he  hampered  in  its  work. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  It  is  desirable  if  the 
boxes  can  be  purchased  at  the  same  price  to 
give  the  order  to  the  Gamewell  company  be- 
cause that  company's  system  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  the  city.    The  purchase  should  be 
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made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Councilman  Parker:  The  price  of  the 
Gamewell  company's  boxes  has  always  been 
$125  a  box.  In  all  the  time  while  the  sub- 
ject was  under  discussion  the  price  was  never 
anything  but  $125. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  I  was  simply  inquir- 
ing as  to  the  authority  for  making  purchases, 
as  I  understood  it  rested  solely  with  the  in- 
spector of  wires.  Although  I  watched  the 
controversy  of  last  year  I  know  nothing  of  the 
merits  of  the  two  boxes.  I  thought  the  in- 
spector purchased  all  supplies  used  in  the  de- 
partment. I  would  like  to  have  that  part  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  inspector  read  if  it  is  not  to 
much  trouble. 

Clerk  Brimblecom  read  the  desired  sections, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  president  of  the 
board  read  from  the  public  statutes  where  re- 
ferred to  in  those  sections. 

Councilman  Weed :  May  I  have  the  order 
appropriating  the  money  read  again? 

The  order  was  again  read  by  the  clerk. 

Councilman  Weed  :  1  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "  the  inspector  of  wires." 

Councilman  Bullard :  If  passed  as  amended 
to  whom  would  the  purchase  be  charged? 

President  Knapp  said  the  purchase  would  be 
charged  to  the  fire  department  appropriation. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  would  like  to  have 
"committee  on  fire  department"  substituted 
for  "  inspector  of  wires."  I  make  it  as  a 
motion. 

Councilman    Degen:      Is  this  order  one 


which  was  recently  passed  that  is  to  be  re- 
considered ? 

President  Knapp  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
and  said :  I  do  not  hear  the  motion  to  amend 
seconded. 

Councilman  Degen  then  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  declared  a 
vote. 

Councilman  Tolman  doubted  the  vote,  and 
a  showing  of  hands  was  ordered,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  by  a 
vote  of  8  to  5. 

The  amended  order  was  then  passed. 

To  Offer  an  Amendment. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  give  notice  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  that  I  will  at  the  next 
meeting  move  an  amendment  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  section  I  of  article  2. 

The  paragraph  reads :  "  All  orders  and 
resolutions  authorizing  a  loan,  the  levying  of  a 
tax,  or  the  expenditure  of  money,  shall  have 
two  several  readings  before  they  shall  be 
finally  passed ;  and  no  such  order  or  resolution 
shall  have  more  than  one  reading  the  same 
day,  provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  passage  of  an 
order  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  to  authorize 
the  printing  of  any  document  relating  to  the 
affiairs  of  the  city." 

At  8.51,  there  being  no  further  business, 
the  board  adjourned  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Briston. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  March  12,  1894. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  common  coun- 
cil was  called  to  order  on  Monday  evening, 
March  12,  at  7.37  o'clock,  President  Knapp 
presiding  and  all  the  members  being  present. 

Petitions. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen: 

From  Ellen  A.  Williams  of  Wellesley  for 
compensation  for  injuries  from  a  fall  on  Hill- 
side avenue,  ward  5.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  claims. 

From  H.  L.  Bixby,  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, recommending  that  Steamer  2  be  placed 
in  active  service.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  fire  department. 

F"rom  the  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph 
company  relative  to  the  purchase  of  fire 
alarm  signal  stations.    Read  and  filed. 

From  L.  G.  Pratt  and  others  favorable  to 
the  northern  route  for  the  boulevard.  Read 
and  filed. 

From  Elizabeth  A.  I>.  Atkinson,  proposition 
relative  to  giving  land  for  the  boulevard. 
Read  and  filed. 

From  W.  H.  Gould  and  others  interested  in 
the  southern  route  of  the  boulevard  for  a 
hearing.  Joint  hearing  ordered  on  March  19 
at  7.30  o'clock. 

From  Charles  S.  West  and  twenty-eight 
others  for  concrete  crosswalks  on  Newtonville 
avenue  and  Harvard  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

From  C.  W.  Rolfe  and  ten  others  for  a 
sewer  in  Clyde  street,  ward  2.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  sewers. 

From  M.  F.  H.  Wood  and  others  for  two 
street  lights  on  Highland  street,  ward  3.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  street  lights. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  accepted  in  con- 
currence : 

From  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  1893. 


From  the  superintendent  of  streets  for 
1893- 

From  the  assessors  for  1893. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 
to  rounding  the  northeast  corner  of  Brighton 
and  Pembroke  streets, ward  7. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 
to  locating  the  boulevard  along  the  so-called 
northern  route. 

Orders  Adopted  and  Laid  Over. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen: 

Requesting  the  committee  on  rules  to  report 
an  amendment  to  the  rules  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  in  charge  of  the 
department  of  wires.  The  order  was  adopted. 

Instructing  the  committee  on  ordinances  to 
report  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance  relat- 
ing to  police  so  as  to  provide  for  three  ser- 
geants of  police.    The  order  was  adopted. 

Appropriating  $500  for  the  exchange  of 
horses  in  the  fire  department.  Read  and  laid 
over  under  the  rules. 

For  a  hearing  on  the  rounding  of  the  north- 
east corner  of  Brighton  and  Pembroke  streets, 
to  be  held  March  19  at  7.45  before  both 
branches  of  the  city  council.  Passed. 

A  similar  order  for  a  joint  hearing  on  lay- 
ing out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  the  New- 
ton boulevard  from  ^'alentine  street  to  Wash- 
ington street,  on  the  same  date  and  at  the 
same  time.  Passed. 

For  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance 
of  Hunnewell  avenue  from  Elmhurst  road  to 
Copley  street.  Passed. 

Other  Business. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen,  acted  upon  at  the 
special  meeting  of  that  body  held  the  same 
evening : 

Communication  from  the  school  board  sub- 
mitting the  recommendation  of  a  committee 
of  that  board  that  a  twelve-room  schoolhouse 
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be  (.-rected  in  West  Newton.  The  communi- 
cation was  as  follows: 

The  coramittee  on  schoolhouses,  to  which 
was  referred  the  order  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  schoolhouse  at  West  Newton,  having 
carefully  considerctl  the  matter,  sulimits  the 
following  report : 

The  schools  in  the  West  Newton  district  are 
now  so  crowded  that  further  accommodations 
must  be  provided  at  once.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  it  is  expedient  to  have  one 
grammar  school  centrally  located  at  West 
Neivton  which  shall  be  of  such  size  as  to  af- 
ford accommodation  for  the  grammar  school 
pupils  for  the  whole  <listrict. 

The  Barnard,  Davis  and  Franklin  schools 
can  advantageouslv  be  used  for  kindergarten 
and  primary  grades,  and  the  pupils,  after  leav- 
ing these  schools,  can  be  collecte<l  in  one 
grammar  school  with  advantages  to  themselves 
and  economy  to  the  city. 

The  committee  do  not  believe  that  it  is  wise 
to  make  the  expensive  alterations  an<l  addi- 
tions to  the  Peirce  schoolhouse  which  w  ill  l)e 
necessary  in  order  to  secure  adequate  gram- 
mar school  accommodation  for  the  district,  as 
a  very  large  amount  of  money  would  have  to 
be  expended  in  order  to  make  the  present 
building  suitable  for  present  and  future  uses. 
The  land  now  occupied  by  the  Peirce  school 
is  very  valuable  for  business  purposes,  but  is 
not  well  located  for  a  school,  as  it  is  on  the 
main  street  and  very  near  the  electric  railway. 

The  committee  recommend  the  immediate 
erection  of  a  twelve  (12)  room  brick  building, 
with  a  hall,  on  land  less  expensive  than  thai 
now  occupied  by  the  Peirce  school,  but  with- 
in easy  access  of  the  present  location,  and 
more  advantageously  situated  for  school 
purposes. 

[Signed] 

Cdlon  S.  Obk.r. 

J.    liUVVARD  HoLl.ls. 

Joseph  R.  S.muh. 

The  ci.mmunication  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  property. 

Petition  from  Mary  J.  Houghton  for  dam- 
ages for  injuries  received  by  reason  of  a  fall 
on  an  icy  sidewalk.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Petition  from  C.  M.  Goddard  and  others  for 
a  fire  alarm  signal  station  at  the  corner  of 
Parker  street  and  Ridge  avenue.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  fire  department. 

Petition  from  Theodore  M.  Clark  for  a 


sewer  in  a  private  way  near  Allston  street, 
ward  2.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

Petition  from  Theodore  M.  Clark  and  an- 
other for  a  sewer  in  Mt.  Vernon  terrace.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
fire  department  on  the  petitions  of  R.  R. 
Bishop  and  others  for  a  fire  alarm  signal  sta- 
tion on  Beacon  street,  ward  6;  of  Maigaret 
Wade  and  others  for  a  fire  alarin  signal  sta- 
tion at  Dedham  and  Parker  streets,  ward  6; 
of  C.  M.  Goddard  and  others  for  a  fire  alarm 
signal  station  on  Parker  street.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

Supplementary  report  of  the  highway  com- 
niittee  on  the  third  section  of  the  Newton 
boulevard.    The  report  was  accepted. 

C  ouncilman  Ross  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed  and  mailed  to  members  of  the  city 
council.    The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Proposition  from  G.  A.  Blaney  and  others 
relative  to  contributing  toward  a  park  or  play- 
ground on  the  line  of  the  northern  route  for 
the  boulevard  near  Homer  street.  Read  and 
filed. 

Report  of  the  conimittee  on  ordinances, 
being  a  draft  of  an  amendment  to  the  police 
ordinance,  providing  for  three  sergeants  of 
police.     The  report  was  accepted. 

Order  for  the  enrollment  of  the  amendment 
to  the  police  ordinance  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee.   Read  and  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  select 
committee  to  confer  with  the  Brookline 
authorities  relative  to  a  change  of  the  bound- 
ary line.     1  he  order  was  passed. 

President  Knapp  appointed  Councilmen 
I)egen  and  Bullard  to  serve  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

Order  granting  free  use  of  (  ity  Hall  to  the 
C!arpenters'  Union  for  the  evening  of  March 
21.     The  order  was  passed. 

Order  appropriating  S550  for  rebuilding  the 
police  and  fire  alarm  telegraph  lines  under 
direction  of  the  inspector  of  wires.  The 
order  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

A  petition  for  one  street  lamp  on  Prince 
street,  east  side,  between  Berkeley  and  Chest- 
nut streets,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

Councilman  Childs  moved  that  when  the 
council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  March  19  at 
7  o'clock.    The  motion  was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  coun- 
cil adjourned. 


II 


City  of  Newton 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  March  19,  1894. 


There  was  a  special  meeting  of  the  common 
council  on  Monday  evening,  March  19,  which 
was  called  to  order  at  7.30  by  President 
Knapp,  all  the  members  being  present. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved. 

From  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  f^jllowing  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  petition  from  Eliza  D.  Howard  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Lombard  street  and  Claremont 
avenue.  'I  he  petition  was  in  concurrence  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  George  E.  .Mann  and  others 
for  a  concrete  sidewalk  on  I'reeman  street, 
ward  4.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways in  concurrence. 

A  petition  from  Rev.  E.  E.  Strong  relative 
to  the  dangerous  condition  of  Central  street  at 
Woodbine  avenue,  ward  4.  In  concurrence 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  communication  from  .\ugustine  McFarlin 
relative  to  injuries  sustained  on  a  public  high- 
way. In  concurrence  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  claims. 

A  petition  for  an  award  of  damages  for  in- 
juries received  on  an  icy  sidewalk  on  March  I 
by  .A.nn  Gaw,  whose  hip  was  broken.  Re- 
ferred in  concurrence  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  rounding  the  cor- 
ner of  Brighton  and  Pembroke  streets.  No 
one  appeared. 

Communication  from   the   Board  of 
Health. 

The    following  communication    from  the 
board  of  health : 
To  the  City  Council : 

Gentlemen  — The  board  of  health  respect- 
fully recommends  that  new  floors  be  laid 
throughout  the  Davis  schoolhouse,  believing 


that  such  action  will  greatly  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  building. 

The  communication  was  in  concurrence  rei 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  public  property. 

A  petition  from  Frederic  M.  Crehore  for  a 
permit  to  put  in  hay  scales  on  Washington 
street,  Newton  Lower  Falls.  The  petition 
was  in  concurrence  referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

A  petition  from  E.  B.  Wilson  and  others  for 
a  sewer  in  Otis  street  from  Lenjx  street.  The 
petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
sewers. 

Old  Business. 

.'\n  order  appropriating  $500  for  the  ex- 
change of  horses  in  the  tire  department,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  commit- 
tee on  fire  department.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

.\n  order  appropriating  $550  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  police, and  lire  alarm  telegraph 
circuits.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  common  council  then  adjourned  to  the 
upper  hall  to  the  hearing  on  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  the  third  section  of  the 
Newton  boulevard,  lying  between  Valentine 
and  Washington  streets,  and  on  the  petition 
of  W.  H.  Gould  and  others  favoring  the 
proposed  southern  route. 

( )n  motion  of  Councilman  Bullard  one  hour 
was  given  to  the  southern  route  people  in 
w  hich  to  present  their  case. 

I  he  hearing  was  declared  closed  at  1 1 . 10. 

Other  Business. 

i  he  fuliowing  papers  from  the  board  of 
aldermen  were  received ; 

A  petition  from  Robert  liennett  and  others 
that  the  name  of  Lander  street,  ward  3,  be 
changed  to  Lincoln  park.  The  petition  was 
in  concurrence  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  communication  from  B.  F.  Ryan  thank- 
ing the  city  council  for  the  free  use  of  ("ity 
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Hall  on  the  evening  of  March  21  for  a  public 
discussion  of  the  labor  problem.  Received. 

The  report  of  the  inspector  of  provisions 
(or  1893.  Accepted. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  rules  submitting 
an  amendment  to  the  rules  to  provide  a  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  inspector  of  wires  de- 
partment.   The  report  was  accepted. 

An  order  adopting  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  rules.    The  order  was  as  follows  : 

Ordered,  "Ihat  paragraph  6  of  article  I  of 
the  joint  rules  and  orders  be  and  hereby  is 
amended  by  adding  after  the  word  "  depart- 
ment," in  the  first  line,  the  woids  "which 
shall  also  include  the  inspector  of  wires  de- 
partment," so  that  the  rule  shall  read  : 

6.  A  committee  on  fire  department,  which 
shall  also  include  the  inspector  of  wires  de- 
partment, to  consist  of  two  aldermen  and 
three  members  of  the  common  council. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  city  engineer  of  various 
sewer  assessments  on  estates  on  Washington, 
Auburn,  Grove,  Hancock  and  Central  streets, 
and  Woodland,  Vista  and  Seminary  avenues. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

An  order  for  the  assessment  of  sewer  assess- 
ments in  the  above  highways,  according  to  a 
schedule  attached.  The  order  w  as  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S52532  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Henshaw  street,  Lake  avenue 
and  South  street.  The  order  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 


A  communication  from  S.  W.  Reynolds  and 
other  residents  uf  ward  3  objecting  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  chemical  engine  from  ward  3 
when  steamer  2  should  be  placed  in  commis- 
sion.   Received  and  ordered  tiled. 

A  Short  Recess. 

At  1 1. 1 5  a  recess  was  taken  on  motion  of 
Councilman  Tolman,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

The  council  reassembled  at  H.30  and  re- 
ceived the  following  papers  from  the  upper 
hoard : 

Favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  the  petition  of  Theodore  M.  Clark 
for  a  sewer  in  Mt.  Vernon  terrace,  ward  2. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

Hearings  were  ordered  to  be  held  on  April 
2  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  aldermen,  and  on 
April  9  at  7.45  before  the  common  council. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  ward  2.    The  report  was  accepted. 

Hearings  were  ordered  to  be  held  on  April 
2  before  the  board  of  aldermen  at  7.45,  and 
on  April  9  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council. 

Councilman  Bullard  presented  a  petition 
from  Wyman  and  others  for  a  street  light  on 
Prince  street.  The  petition  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  street  lights. 

It  was  11.33  when  the  council  adjourned  on 
motion  of  Councilman  (ireen. 


'3 


City  of  Newton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  March  26,  1894. 


On  Monday  evening,  March  26,  the  com- 
mon council  was  called  to  order  at  7.40 
o'clock,  with  President  Knapp  in  the  chair, 
with  all  the  members  present  except  Council- 
man Weed. 

The  records  of  the  previous  meeiing  were 
read  by  the  clerk  and  were  declared  ap- 
proved. 

Various  Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Claremont  street,  between 
Lombard  street  and  Claremont  avenue. 

Mr.  John  Hske,  appearing  in  remonstrance, 
said  he  understood  the  strei^t  had  not  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  city.  I  understand  the  drain 
and  sewer  extend  200  feet  in  C!larenioiit  street 
and  Claremont  avenue,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  might  have  been  extended  to  Clare- 
mont street  to  accommodate  the  residences  at 
the  head  of  the  street  opposite  each  other.  I 
object  to  its  being  laid  between  Lambert  street 
and  Claremont  avenue.  It  might  be  extended 
up  Claremont  street  from  Claremont  avenue  if 
it  was  needed,  but  I  do  not  think  it  nec- 
essary. 

No  one  else  appearing  the  hearing  was 
closed. 

The  next  hearing  was  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  .\shton  and  Kenwood 
avenues.    No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Kdinboro  -treet 
from  Watertown  street  to  end. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Avery  said:  The  city  has 
expended  a  great  deal  in  the  boulevard  on 
purpose  to  improve  that  property.  When  the 
city  began  to  work  on  it  Councilman  Green 
had  Alderman  Kumery  and  the  superintend- 
ent of  streets  come  over  to  see  me,  and  the 
superintendent  said  he  would  see  the  engi- 
neer and  have  it  laid  out  forty  feet  wide.  I 
maintain  that  the  city  should  take  it  and 
equalize  the  expense  on  the  whole  street.  The 
superintendent  said    the   property  was  not 


worth  the  cost.  Those  who  live  there  are 
young  men  who  earn  from  $2  to  $3  a  day, 
anJ  I  maintain  that  they  should  have  as 
pleasant  surroundings  as  the  richest  in  this 
city.  It  would  be  a  blot  to  have  a  narrow 
street  in  any  section. 

Timothy  Mead  said  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  location  of  the  street  as  thirty-three 
feet  wide,  and  they  have  started  to  fix  it 
thirty-three  feet,  and  the  condition  the  city 
started  on  was  that  we  get  5;co,  that  is  the 
citizen?  that  live  tljere  should  contribute  that 
amount  and  they  would  fix  the  streit.  They 
have  gone  just  so  far  with  the  street  and  left  a 
small  portion  of  it  that  wasn't  fixed.  The 
city  agreed  to  fix  it  to  the  end,  that  is  275 
feet,  hut  that  is  not  done  today.  The  agree- 
ment was  made  out  by  the  city  engineer,  and 
the  agreement  was  to  finish  the  street  thirty- 
three  feet  wide,  provided  we  paid  $100.  Of 
course  if  the  city  feels  as  though  they  should 
have  a  street  forty  feet  wide  I  have  no  ob- 
jection ihat  they  should  have  it.  I  am  will- 
ing to  sell  out,  but  they  can't  put  me  out.  If 
you  have  only  got  ten  feet  frontage  that  one 
foot  you  take  off  in  the  front  w.juld  be  better 
than  ten  feet  in  the  back.  If  they  want  a 
forty  foot  street  I  am  willing  to  sell  out  any 
time. 

Jeremiah  Herlihy  said :  That  street  is 
situated  so  you  can't  get  forty  feet  unless  you 
move  some  of  the  houses  back. 

Councilman  Degen  asked  if  the  order  called 
for  forty  feet. 

President  Knapp  said  it  did  not  specify. 

Councilman  Digen  asked  if  there  was  not 
an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  laying  out  of  a 
street  under  forty  feet  in  width. 

(  ouncilman  Green  said:  There  is  an  or- 
dinance to  that  effect,  but  it  does  not  apply  to 
streets  that  were  built  before  1870. 

The  hearing  was  then  closed. 

From  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
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highways  on  various  petitions  for  concrete 
sidewalks.    Report  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
highways  on  the  laying  out  of  Austin  street 
extension.    Report  acceped. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  coiT.mitlee  on 
public  property  on  a  petition  for  a  twelve- 
room  brick  schoolhouse  in  West  Newton. 
Report  accepted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Hatfield  presented  a  petition 
from  Eddy  and  others  for  the  widening  of 
Cherry  street,  ward  3.  Referred  to  the  high- 
way committee. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  Fowle  and  others  for  sidewalks  on  Nor- 
wood avenue.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

Councilman  Briston  presented  a  petition 
from  John  Thomas  and  twelve  others  that 
Green  street  be  laid  out  and  accepted  as  a 
public  street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

(  ouncilman  Green  presented  a  petition 
from  Taylor  and  others  for  a  crosswalk  at  the 
junction  of  Lowell  and  Kdinboro  street.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Savage  presented  a  petition 
from  C.  T.  Pulsifer  and  others  for  a  street 
light  on  Kirkstall.  Referred  to  the  c(jmmittee 
on  street  lights. 

C  ouncilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
Dickerman  and  others  for  two  street  lights  on 
Demuth  street.  Referred  to  the  c<jmmittee 
on  street  lights. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  rep..rt  from 
the  committee  on  enrolled  ordinances  that  the 
ordinance  relating  to  the  police  department 
was  well  and  truly  enrolled.  1  he  report  was 
accepted  and  the  ordinance  passed  to  be  or- 
dained.   Sent  up. 

Unfinished  Business. 

.•\n  order  appropriating  $2532  for  water 
mains  in  various  streets.  The  order  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  passed. 

An  order  making  various  sewer  assessments, 
with  schedule  attached.  The  order  was  given 
a  second  reading  and  passed. 


Further  Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

.Additional  papers  were  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  as  follows : 

.\  commuriication  from  the  water  board 
recommending  the  amendment  of  the  water 
ordin  .nce  relative  to  rates  for  water  used  to 
and  in  excess  of  400,000  gallons.  The  com- 
munication was  received. 

An  order  that  the  sum  of  $74,900  be  ap- 
propriated for  accruing  expenses  of  the  city 
for  April,  1894. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 

A  Short  Recess. 

.\  recess  was  taken  at  8.10,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  chair. 

The  council  reassembled  at  8.45. 

Other  papers  received  from  the  board  of 
aldermen  were  : 

Communication  from  water  board  reconi- 
meijding  that  Dana  Estes  be  granted  leave  to 
construct  a  roadway  at  his  own  expense  on  land 
owned  by  the  city  on  Waban  Hill.  Received. 

.\  petition  from  N.  J.  Holmes  and  another 
for  gravel  sidewalks  with  edgestones  on 
Prospect  street.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  highw.Tys. 

A  petition  from  E.  E.  Uurdon  and  others 
for  .icceptance  of  gift  of  land  for  public  park. 
Received. 

.'\n  order  that  $50  be  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  bound  stones  on  the  line  between 
the  city  of  Newton  and  the  city  of  Waltham, 
to  be  charced  to  the  miscellaneous  expense 
account.    Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  that  the  water  board  be  auth.>rized 
to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  in  fenc- 
ing pipe  yaril  on  Watertown  street,  to  be 
charged  to  the  water  constiuction  account. 
Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

.\n  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
with  t-dgestones  on  Woodland  avenue,  between 
Central  street  and  Mill  street.  The  order 
was  adopted  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  lor  concrete  crosswalks  on  Homer 
and  Boylston  streets,  Meredith  avenue,  New- 
tonville  avenue.  Chestnut  and  Howard  streets. 
.\dopted  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
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on  Woodland  avenue  and  Mill  street  at 
Auburndale. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules.    The  motion  was  carried. 

After  a  second  readii^g  the  order  was 
adopted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fa- 
vorable to  constructing  a  sewer  through 
Chestnut  Hill  road  between  Hammond  and 
Essex  streets.    Report  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  same  commit- 
tee on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Gay  street 
southerly  to  Clyde  street.  The  report  was 
accepted. 

Also,  a  favorable  report  from  the  same 
committee  on  a  petition  from  Byers  and 
others  for  a  sewer  through  Moreland  avenue. 
Report  accepted. 

An  order  granting  permission  to  Dana 
Estes  to  construct  a  roadway  over  land  owned 
by  the  city  on  VVaban  hill.    Read  and  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  laiid  for 
sewer  purposes  in  (  hestnut  Hill  road,  from 
Hammond  to  l-ssex  street,  to  he  held  on  April 
2  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  aldermen,  and  on 
April  9  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council.  Passed. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Gay  street  to  Clyde  street,  to 
be  held  on  .April  2  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  April  9  at  7.45 
o'clock  before  the  common  council.  The 
order  w  as  passed. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Austin  street,  from  Mt.  Vernon 
street  to  Greenwood  avenue.  The  order  was 
passed. 

An  order  appropriating  g200  for  the  regis- 
tration of  employes  in  the  highway  depart- 
ment. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 
The  order  was  adopted. 
An  order  for  the  constiuution  of  sewers  in 


Parker  street,  Lake  avenue.  Lake  terrace, 
Paul  and  Clyde  streets. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
hrough  private  land  from  Oxford  road  to 
Parker  street.  Adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Claremont  street  from  Lombard  street  to  Clare- 
mont  avenue.  .Adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
.Ashton  and  Kenwood  avenues.  The  order 
was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  issue  and  sale  of  one  note 
for  Si  3,687,  the  proceeds  to  be  expended  in 
highway  construction  and  widening. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  so  as  to  pass  the  order. 

Councilman  Degen :  We  had  not  better 
suspend  the  rules  for  every  thing  that  comes 
up. 

President  Knapp  explained  that  this  money 
was  appropriated  last  year,  and  would  have  to 
be  obtained  by  means  of  a  note. 

The  ru'es  were  then  suspended  and  the  roll 
called  on  the  a  loption  of  the  order,  resulting 
in  1 1  yeas,  3  absent. 

Another  Recess. 

.At  9. 10  a  recess  was  taken  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  chair. 

(Jn  reassembling  at  9.30  a  communication 
was  received  through  the  aldermen  from  the 
city  solicitor  relative  to  the  claim  of  the 
Potter  heirs  of  a  rebate  on  sewer  assessments. 
Communication  received. 

.An  order  appropriating  $70.73  for  payment 
of  the  claim  of  the  Potter  heirs.  The  order 
was  adopted  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

At  9.32,  there  being  no  further  business, 
the  council  adjourned. 
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City  of  Newton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  April  9,  1894. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  at  7.30  on  Monday  even- 
ing, April  9,  by  President  Knapp  in  the  chair, 
all  the  members  being  present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  first  paper  from  the  board  of  aldermen 
was  a  message  stating  that  the  mayor  hail 
vetoed  the  order  amending  the  joint  rules 
and  orders  establishing  a  committee  on  the  in- 
spector of  wires  department.    Read  and  filed. 

Ihe  order  amending  the  joint  rules  was 
then  referred  to  the  committee  on  ordinances 
in  concurrence. 

Petitions. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  petition  from  Alvah  Hovey  and  others 
that  the  sidewalks  on  Sumner  street,  between 
Willow  street  and  Beacon  street,  ward  6,  be 
lowered  and  concreted,  Messrs.  Dudley  and 
Shaw  agreeing  to  pay  one-half  the  expense 
abutting  their  property,  and  offering  to  set  out 
young  trees  if  the  petition  be  granted  and 
some  old  trees  removed.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  K.  C.  Dudley  and  E.  .\. 
Shaw  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  sewer  assessments  until  lano  assessed 
be  built  upon.  Received  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  similar  petition  from  C.  S.  Davis  relating 
to  land  on  Homer  and  Pleasant  streets.  Re- 
ceived and  referred  to  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  C.ardiner  W.  Spence  for  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Lang- 
don  street,  from  Cabot  street.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  E.  T.  Wiswall  and  another 
for  a  sewer  in  private  way  off  Cross  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 


A  petition  from  A.  C.  Judkins  and  others 
that  the  name  of  Central  place  be  changed  to 
Omar  Terrace.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  Avery  I..  Rand  and  others 
for  the  Newton  Centre  Improvement  associa- 
tion for  the  widening  of  Institution  avenue, 
ward  6.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  G.  \V.  Spence  and  others 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Winchester  road.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

A  petition  from  James  H.  Wentworth  and 
others  tor  concrete  sidewalks  on  Lincoln  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  E.  H.  Bosson  and  others 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Hillside  road,  ward  5.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

.■\  petition  from  J.  W.  Estabrook  for  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Sewall  street.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  ftom  G.  W.  Spence  and  another 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
SaHsbury  road,  from  Winchester  road  to  Cabot 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  Avery  L.  Rand  and  others 
representing  the  Newton  Centre  Improvement 
association  for  a  new  bridge  over  the  Boston 
&  Albany  railroad  at  Institution  avenue.  Re- 
ferred to  the  city  solicitor. 

A  petition  from  Jackson  Flanders  for  a 
sewer  in  a  private  way  off  Chase  street.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  remonstrance  and  proposition  from  T.  M. 
Clark  relating  to  the  laying  out  of  Austin 
street  under  the  betterment  act.  Read  and 
filed. 

A  remonstrance  from  Mrs.  I  hoebe  H.  SIo- 
cum  against  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses in  Chestnut  Hill  road,  ward  6.  Read 
and  filed. 

.\  communication  was  presented  from  the 
board  of  health  relative  to  transferring  the 
care  of  brooks  and  drains  to  the  highway  de- 
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partment,  together  with  an  appropriation  of 
^500.    Read  and  tiled. 

A  communication  from  the  board  of  health 
relative  to  hearing  on  requiting  the  Teirce 
schoolhouse  and  city  hall  l)uilding  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  sewer.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  property. 

Hearings. 

At  7.45  hearings  were  called  on  taking  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  the  following  streets  or 
ways : 

In  Day  street.    Xo  one  appeared. 

In  Moreland  avenue.    No  one  appeared. 

In  Chestnut  Hill  road.    Xo  one  ajjpeared. 

In  Mt.  Vernon  street.    Xo  one  appeared. 

In  Mt.  Vernon  terrace.    Xo  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  then  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Austin  street  ex- 
tension under  the  betterment  act. 

Councilman  Savage:  I  saw  Mrs.  Clark  and 
she  said  that  Mr.  Clark  was  sick  and  woulol 
not  be  able  to  attend  the  hearing  tonight. 
They  have  a  twenty-foot  street  which  they  w  ill 
give  to  the  city,  together  with  sixteen  feet  of 
land  for  a  street.  This  would  make  a  curve 
in  the  street.  They  object  to  the  plan  pro- 
posed. 

The  hearing  was  then  closed. 

Other  Petitions. 

The  following  further  petitions  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen : 

A  petition  from  the  school  committee  for 
sidewalks  at  the  Claflin  schoolhouse  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  structure  adjoining  the  high 
school  building  for  the  protection  of  bicycles 
and  one  horse.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  public  property. 

A  petition  from  the  Xewton  Athletic  a.sso- 
ciation  for  the  privilege  of  charging  a  fee  for 
reserved  seats  at  its  meet  on  April  19  at  the 
Xewton  Centre  playground,  the  seats  being 
the  property  of  the  association,  all  other  parts 
of  the  grounds  to  be  free. 

Councilman  Degen  said :  One  part  of  the 
petition  is  not  a  fact.  That  is  the  claim  that 
the  seats  belong  to  the  Athletic  association. 
They  belong  to  the  Improvement  associatiim. 
The  boys  helped  to  raise  the  money  to  pay  for 
them,  but  that  was  before  the  Athletic  associa- 
tion was  formed.  When  first  built  they  were 
placed  in  Walworth's  field,  on  Mr.  Walworth's 


private  property.  After  the  playgrounds  were 
obtained  the  question  of  ownership  was  raised 
and  Mr.  Walworth  refused  to  allow  them  to 
be  removed  from  his  property  except  by  the 
Improvement  association.  They  were  re- 
moved to  the  playgrounds  and  were  intended 
lor  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public. 

I  want  to  say  further,  that  while  I  shall 
vote  to  grant  this  petition,  I  am  opposed  to  it 
on  principle.  A  large  amount  of  money  has 
been  expended  upon  these  grounds.  The  Im- 
provement association  expended  $15,000  in  its 
purchase  and  improvement;  the  the  city  spent 
$10,000,  since  which  $2000  or  $3000  has 
been  spent  there.  These  seats  were  put  there 
for  public  use.  This  division  of  public  grounds 
by  allowing  a  fee  makes  a  distinction  which  I 
caimot  sanction.  Within  proper  bounds  1 
shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  ath- 
letics, but  I  think  this  principle  is  wrong.  I 
shali  support  granting  the  petition.  I  hope  it 
wil  not  be  taken  as  a  precedent,  however. 

Councilman  Parker:  Councilman  Degen 
has  covered  the  same  ground  that  I  should 
take.  He  goes  farther  than  I  should  go  by 
suppoiting  it.  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  ask  this  privilege. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  endorse  the  words  of 
both  the  other  speakers.  An  officer  of  this 
organization  came  to  me  today.  I  promised 
him  that  I  would  vote  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  in  this  particular  case.  I  shall  do  so, 
however,  with  the  understanding  that  it  shall 
not  be  taken  as  a  precedent.  I  shall  vote  this 
way  because  the  association  has  gone  ahead 
on  the  supposition  that  permission  would  be 
granted  to  charge  for  these  seats,  and  they 
have  probably  gone  farther  in  the  expense  for 
prizes  than  they  otherwise  would  have  in- 
curred. 

Councilman  Tolman  asked  :  How  large  an 
area  is  comprised  in  the  playground  ?  Would 
the  pul)lic  have  plenty  of  chance  to  view  the 
sports  outside  of  these  seats? 

Councilman  Degen  :  The  grounds  are  sev- 
eral acres  in  extent. 

Councilman  Hatiiehi :  Are  there  plenty  of 
seats? 

Councilman  Parker :  I  think  there  are 
about  900. 

Councilman  Savage  inquired  if  the  grounds 
were  open  aU  the  season. 

Councilman  Degen  answered  this  question 
in  the  affirmative. 
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The  question  was  then  put  and  the  petition 
was  granted. 

A  communication  from  the  assessors  of  the 
town  of  Needham  relative  to  the  valuation  of 
land  taken  by  the  city  of  Newton  for  water 
supply  was  received  and  filed. 

Reports. 

The  following  reports  were  received  fr(im 
the  l)oard  of  aldermen : 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  on  tailing 
land  for  sewer  pui  poses  in  the  following 
streets  and  ways: 

In  Suffolk  road.    Report  accepted. 

In  Essex  road.    Report  accepted. 

In  Woodman  street.    Report  accepted. 

Off  Elm  street.    Report  accepted. 

Between  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  and 
Crescent  street.    Report  accepted. 

Southeasterly  from  Glen  avenue.  Rejiort 
accepted. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  on  laying 
out,  grading  and  accepting  Suffolk  road,  now 
Rockminster  road.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  committee  on  ordinances  submit- 
ting an  amendment  to  the  water  rates,  reduc- 
ing the  rates  above  30,000  gallons  to  single 
consumers.    Report  accepted. 

From  the  chief  of  the  tire  department  for 
the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1894.  Report 
accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  alderman : 

For  hearings  on  May  7  at  7.30  before  the 
aldermen  and  on  May  14  at  7.45  before  the 
common  council  on  taking  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses in  the  follow  ing  streets  or  ways : 

Between  Boston  &  .\lbany  railroad  and 
Crescent  street.    Order  passed. 

In  Woodman  street,  from  Hammond  street 
to  Suffolk  road.    Order  adopted. 

In  Suffolk  road,  from  Hammond  street  to 
beyond  Woodman  road.    Order  adopted. 

In  Essex  road,  from  Hammond  street  to 
Chestnut  Hill  road.    Order  adopted. 

From  Glen  avenue  southeasterly.  Order 
adopted. 

In  private  way  between  Elm  street  and 
land  of  the  Boston  iS:  ,\ll)any  Railroad  com- 
pany.   Order  adopted. 

On  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance 
of  Suffolk  road.    Order  adopted. 


On  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Gay 
street.    Order  adopted. 

.An  order  transfering  the  care  of  brooks  and 
drains,  together  v,  ith  an  appropriation  of  S500 
from  the  board  of  health  to  the  highway  de- 
partment.   The  order  was  adopted. 

An  order  that  flags  be  displayed  on  the  puli- 
lic  buildings  of  the  city  on  General  Grant's 
birthday,  April  27. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Bristoii  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  that  flags  be  displayed  on  public 
buildings  and  the  bells  rung  at  noon  and  sun- 
set on  April  19,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  miscellaneous  account. 

Councilman  Wing  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

(  in  order  extending  the  time  of  payment  of 
sewer  assessments  on  land  of  E.  C.  Dudley, 
E.  .\.  Shaw  and  C.  S.  Davis.  The  order  was 
adopted. 

.An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
various  streets.  The  order  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  increasing  the  salary  of  the  acting 
paymaster  in  the  city  treasurer's  office  §200. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  but  the  motion  failed  to  pass. 

1  he  order  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  ordinance  amending  section  16  of  the 
water  ordinance.    Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

The  Boulevard  Order. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out  of  the  Xewton 
lioulevard  from  Valentine  street  to  Washing- 
ton street. 

Councilman  Childs  said : 

This  matter  has  been  before  the  city  gov- 
ernment for  so  long  a  time  that  it  would  seem 
on  first  thought  that  it  should  be  settled  at 
once.  I  think,  however,  there  are  good  rea- 
sons for  delaying  action  at  the  present  time. 
If  the  highway  committee  have  chosen  wisely 
the  route  that  is  the  best  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  they  can  afford  to  wait  to  have  their 
report  sanctioned;  but  if  they  are  mistaken  in 
their  choice,  or  if  new  ideas  have  come  up 
since  they  rendered  their  report,  they,  above 
all  others,  should  be  willing  to  delay  action 
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umil  there  is  no  ground  on  which  to  oppose 
their  decision. 

My  reason  for  delay  is  that  the  city  of 
Newton  has  not  been  granted  the  right  to 
build  a  boulevard.  The  court  has  not  as  yet 
seen  fit  to  render  a  decision  in  the  matter;  no 
one  knows  when  it  will  be  given,  or  what  it 
will  be.  The  same  is  true  of  the  bill  before 
the  legislature  asking  the  right  to  build.  As 
I  understand  this  bill  it  is  a  special  act  giving 
Newton  the  right  to  build  this  boulevard,  pro- 
vided the  court  renders  an  adverse  decision. 
Now  if  we  vote  on  this  question  tonight  it  is 
an  act  of  discourtesy  to  the  legislature,  for 
after  asking  them  to  grant  us  the  right  to 
build  we  go  right  on  and  vote  to  do  it  before 
they  give  us  that  right.  Is  it  right  or  business 
like  for  this  council  to  vote  to  lay  out  any 
part  of  this  boulevard,  not  knowing  whether 
we  have  the  right  to  build  it  or  not?  Anoth.r 
reason  for  delay  is  that  the  bill  giving  the 
right  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  to 
build  boulevards  and  roadways  in  the  metro- 
politan district  has  passed  the  house  and  is 
now  before  the  senate,  with  a  prospect  of  its 
passage  within  a  few  days.  I  know  this  idea 
has  been  laughed  at  by  some,  but  the  city  of 
Xewton  being  within  the  .Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict, and  having  to  pay  its  proportion  of  the 
$500,000  appropriation,  in  interest,  sinking 
fund,  maintenance,  and  deficiency  in  amount 
paid  in,  will  be  the  laughing  stock  of  all  sur- 
rouniiing  cities  if  they  do  not  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  and  ask  for  a  portion  of 
this  $500,000  to  build  this  central  boulevard. 
Cambridge  has  already  asked  for  850,000.  Is 
it  not  business  for  Xewton  to  ask  for  a 
portion? 

I  move  that  action  be  postponed. 

Councilman  Parker  said :  I  wish  at  this 
time  to  present  a  petition  from  H.  G.  Ilildreth 
and  between  fifty  and  sixty  others  in  relation 
to  the  boulevard. 

The  petition  was  received  and  filed. 

President  Kiiapp  :  Will  Councilman  Childs 
please  repeat  the  motion? 

Councilman  Childs:  I  move  that  action  on 
the  order  be  postponed. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Councilman  Hriston:  I  hope  this  motion 
will  not  prevail.  I  don't  believe  that  anything 
should  be  railroaded  through  this  city  govern- 
ment, but  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  time 
spent  on  this  subject.    The  highway  commit- 


tee has  taken  an  infinite  amount  of  pains  in 
examining  the  merits  of  the  three  routes,  and 
every  member  of  the  city  council  has  been 
over  the  ground, — most  of  us  several  times. 
If  1  mistake  not,  the  city  government  cannot 
but  believe  that  the  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity will  support  the  action  if  the  order  is 
passed  without  further  delay.  The  report  in 
favor  of  this  route  has  been  amply  supported 
by  the  energetic  and  able  chairman  of  the 
highway  committee.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  wait  any  longer.  There  is  nothing  to 
be  gained,  and  I  think  no  member  will  learn 
anything  new  about  the  subject.  We  can  get 
authority  from  the  legislature  to  build  the 
boulevard.  I  wish  to  repeat  that  I  hope  the 
motion  will  not  prevail. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  I  see  no  reason  for 
further  delay.  The  whole  subject  has  been 
carefully  considered  by  last  year's  city  govern- 
ment and  by  this.  We  cannot  get  any  more 
light  on  the  question.  The  exceedingly  liberal 
offer  of  the  people  on  this  route  will  expire  on 
the  first  of  May.  I  would  not  object  if  we 
were  sure  of  a  decision  from  the  court  within 
a  week  or  so,  but  it  may  be  months  yet  before 
a  decision  is  given.  The  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  will  have  no  money  to  spend  in 
this  way.  As  to  arbitration  of  the  subject,  I 
believe  the  people  of  West  Newton  are  more 
competent  to  judge  what  is  best  for  this  part 
of  the  city  than  any  outsider  can  be.  It  is 
also  true  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  arbitrate 
before  a  board  w  hich  has  already  expressed 
itself  in  favor  of  a  particular  route.  Know- 
ing the  feeling  among  the  people,  I  believe 
that  there  is  no  logical  reason  for  delay,  and  I 
hope  final  action  will  be  taken  tonight. 

Councilman  Childs :  When  does  the  propo- 
sition expire? 

President  Knapp :    It  expires  April  16. 

Councilman  BuUard :  I  w  as  mistaken.  I 
thought  it  expired  May  I. 

Councilman  Hatfield  said  :  In  relation  to 
the  bill  now  before  the  general  court,  it  is  in- 
tended the  money  appropriated  shall  be  spent 
on  boulevards  connecting  public  reservations 
laid  out  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commis- 
sion, and  for  this  purpose  only.  This  is  the 
purpose  for  which  Cambridge  has  asked  for 
$50,000.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  action 
ought  to  be  postponed  any  longer.  If  we  can 
build  the  boulevard  there  need  be  no  delay  in 
beginning  the  work.    If  we  can't  build  it,  it 
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will  make  no  difference  what  we  vote  to  do. 
It  will  not  be  disrespectful  to  act  now. 

Councilman  Childs  then  read  a  part  of  the 
proposed  act,  from  which  he  inferred  that  the 
park  commission  might  expend  money  on  this 
boulevard  because  Xewton  hes  within  the 
metropolitan  district. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  move  that  no 
further  discussion  be  allowed  if  the  point  is 
not  deb' table. 

President  Knapp:    The  point  is  debatable. 

Councilman  Childs  thought  it  would  make 
Newton  a  laughing  stock  of  other  cities  if  she 
neglected  to  ask  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission for  some  of  the  money  which  Xewton 
must  pay  toward  the  state  appro])riation. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  failed  of  pas- 
sage, the  vote  l>eing  13  to  I. 

Councilman  Ilatlield  moved  that  a  yea  and 
nay  vote  be  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Councilman  BuUard  seconded  the  motion. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  resulting  in  13  yeas  and  i  nay.  Council- 
man Childs  voting  in  the  negative,  and  the 
order  was  adopted. 

Other  Business. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  hoard  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  petition  from  the  Newton  club  for  a  con- 
crete crosswalk  on  Highland  avenue,  ward  2. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Edgar  W.  Foster  for  the 
improvement  of  Boylston  street,  ward  5.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  the  Newton  Centre  Unita- 
rian society  for  an  asphalt  crosswalk  on 
Cypress  street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

.\  petition  from  the  Newton  ^:  Watertown 
( las  company  for  a  change  of  location  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  an  arc  light  ordered  placed 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  Waverley  avenue 
and  Sargent  street.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  street  lights. 

A  communication  from  the  supreme  court 
relative  to  the  jietition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commissioners  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  deterniinne  the  proportion 
each  city  shall  pay  toward  sinking  funds,  etc. 
Referred  to  city  solicitor  to  appear  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  city. 


.\  report  from  the  highway  committee  rec- 
ommending that  a  portion  of  Ridge  avenue 
be  discontinued.    The  report  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  same  committee  favorable 
to  rounding  the  southeast  corner  of  Central 
street  and  Woodland  avenue.  The  report 
was  received. 

Jealous  of  its  Powers. 

The  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  city 
council  of  New  ton,  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
posed act  of  the  legislature  known  as  house 
bill  No.  540,  "To  enlarge  the  powers  of 
school  committees  of  cities,"  ought  not  to 
pass;  and  the  committee  on  legislation  is 
hereby  requested  to  present  to  the  legislature 
the  earnest  remonstrance  of  the  city  council 
against  the  pasage  of  said  proposed  act. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  don't  know  just  what 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  are.  If  it  is  similar 
to  one  l:efore  the  legislature  last  year  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  it.  I  hope  the  council 
will  let  the  resolve  lay  over  so  that  the  bill 
may  be  examined  closely. 

President  Knapp  :  The  clerk  will  read  the 
jiroposed  act. 

The  clerk  then  read  the  act,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Section  I.  The  school  committees  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  name  and 
change  the  names  of  schools;  to  order  to  be 
made  on  school  buildings  any  alterations  and 
repairs  for  school  purposes  which  they  deem 
to  be  necessary;  to  furnish  all  school  build- 
ings with  proper  fixtures,  furnishings,  furni- 
ture and  equipments;  to  provide  temporary 
accommodations  for  school  purposes,  and  to 
fix  finally  and  conclusively  all  sites  for  school 
buildings  and  grounds,  all  plans  for  school 
buildings  to  be  erected,  added  to,  remodelled 
or  enlarged;  to  appoint  and  discharge  janitors 
and  all  other  employes  connected  with  the 
schools,  and  to  fix  their  compensation  and 
make  rules  concerning  their  terms  of  office; 
they  shall  have  exclusive  custody  of  school 
buildings,  and  the  power  to  designate  for 
what  purposes  they,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
be  used.  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall 
authorize  said  school  committees  in  behalf  of 
the  cities,  to  expend  or  contract  to  expend, 
for  said  purposes,  any  money  in  excess  of  the 
amount  previously  appropriated  therefor. 
Section  2.    .\11  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  and 
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all  of  city  charters  or  amendments  thereto,  in- 
consistent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  some  such  act.  The  school  committee 
should  have  something  to  say  of  the  buildings 
which  are  for  school  purposes,  of  the  em- 
ployes about  those  buildings;  something  to 
say  on  the  repairs  needed  from  time  to  time, 
and  they  should  have  the  care  of  the  build- 
ings. All  plans  for  new  or  enlarged  buildings, 
and  the  selection  of  sites,  should  be  without 
effect  except  where  approved  by  the  school 
committee.  I  am  not  familiar  by  experience 
with  many  of  the  objections  to  allowing  the 
school  buildings  to  remain  under  the  care  of 
the  committee  on  public  property;  I  think 
they  are  not  so  strong  in  Newton  as  elsewhere. 
Yet  I  am  opposed  to  it  on  account  of  the  ex- 
perience of  other  places,  as  brought  out  at 
the  hearing  on  a  similar  bill  last  year  by  those 
who  appeared  at  that  time.  It  amounts  to 
this,  the  bill  provides  that  the  school  commit- 
tee shall  have  the  veto  power.  According  to 
its  provisions  the  city  council  cannot  go  ahead 
and  select  sites  and  build  upon  them  without 
the  approval  of  the  school  committee  and  vice 
versa.  The  effect  would  be  that  the  public 
property  committee  and  the  school  committee 
would  come  together.  The  sub-committees 
would  then  agree  upon  a  report  to  the  city 
council.  Trouble  has  risen  in  other  cities  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  It  seems  to  nie  a  wise 
measure  to  provide  for  the  future.  Public 
property  committees  now  have  too  much  to 
say  about  what  shall  be  done.  We  should 
give  the  school  committee  the  power  of  veto, 
if  they  can't  give  approval.  It  is  the  best 
body  in  the  community  to  judge  of  the  needs 
in  its  department.  If  it  has  been  found  wise 
to  give  them  powers  over  the  educatiiui  of  the 
pupils  in  the  schools,  it  must  be  wise  to  give 
them  power  to  look  after  the  school  buildings. 
I  would  like  to  see  it  lay  on  the  table  so  as  to 
look  into  it  more  thoroughly. 

Councilman  Green  :  When  is  the  hearing 
to  be  held? 

President  Knapp :  The  bill  has  already 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Councilman  Green :  I  cannot  agree  with 
all  that  has  been  said  by  the  member  from 
ward  7.  Advisory  power  would  be  well 
enough.  There  have  been  numerous  instances 


where  expenditures  made  by  school  commit- 
tees have  been  extravagant,  which  would  not 
have  been  made  by  city  governments. 

Councilman  Tolman:  From  the  little  I 
have  seen  of  school  committees  they  want 
every  bit  of  the  money  appropriated  by  the 
city  council.  I  do  not  approve  a  measure  that 
proposes  to  give  them  more  powers. 

C'ouncilman  Uegen :  There  are  some  things 
in  this  bill  which  meet  with  my  approval,  and 
there  are  others  to  which  I  am  opposed.  Like 
the  water  board,  the  school  committee  meets 
and  discusses  the  needs  in  its  department,  and 
then  asks  the  city  government  for  the  money. 
The  meeting  of  sub-committees  would  not,  in 
my  mind,  amount  to  much. 

Councilman  Weed  said  :  Upon  examining 
this  bill  I  find  that  the  first  authority  given  to 
school  committees  is  to  name  or  change  the 
name  of  schools, — surely  not  a  dangerous 
pow  er,  and  one  which  they  might  exercise 
quite  as  wisely  as  the  city  council;  I  would 
not  oppose  that.  Second,  I  find  it  would  con- 
fer the  power  to  order  necessary  repairs  upon 
school  liuildings;  I  would  not  object  to  this. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  consistent  for 
members  of  the  public  property  committee  to 
object  to  this  change  when  they  delegate  their 
powers  in  this  particular  to  the  masters.  I 
know  this  has  been  done  in  my  ward. 

Councilman  Tolman,  interrupting:  To  the 
extent  of  $25. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  knew  this  power  had 
been  delegated  to  Mr.  Sawin.  To  furnish 
proper  equipments,  the  bill  reads  further.  Has 
the  public  pro]3erty  committee  ever  exercised 
its  powers  in  the  matter  of  equipments.  What 
under  this  bill  they  would  have  by  right,  we 
have  been  giving  them  by  courtesy.  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  have  it  theirs  by  right. 
To  provide  temporary  quarters  is  not  an  un- 
reasonable power.  The  power  to  fix  finally 
and  conclusively  the  sites  and  plans, — this 
does  not  give  the  power  to  expend  money. 
To  appoint  janitors :  I  should  like  to  know 
who  does  this  now.  No  city  government  has 
ever  done  this.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  con- 
venience to  have  the  school  committee  expend 
the  money  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  To 
have  the  custody  of  school  buildings:  This 
is  now  nominally  under  the  public  property 
committee,  but  it  has  long  been  shirking  the 
responsibility.  This  has  been  the  case  until 
the  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  buildings 
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a  short  time  ago.  To  decide  for  what  pur- 
poses the  buildings  may  be  used :  That  is,  if 
people  want  to  hold  a  dance,  they  shall  have 
the  power  to  grant  or  to  refuse  the  use  of  a 
school  building. 

That  about  exhausts  whet  the  bill  provides 
for.  The  city  government  has  heretofore  put 
these  matters  out  of  its  hands,  but  now  that  a 
movement  is  made  to  take  these  powers  out  of 
our  hands  members  get  on  a  high  horse  and 
object;  they  reach  out  for  these  powers  now 
that  they  see  them  going. 

We  wouldn't  have  to  go  back  very  far  to 
see  some  of  the  errors  of  the  public  property 
committee.  The  members  of  the  school  com- 
mittee are  as  able  as  the  members  of  the  city 
government.  Mr.  Bond  has  been  an  alder- 
man, and  a  good  one;  Mr.  Hollis  has  been 
prominently  mentioned  for  the  office  of  mayor; 
.Mr.  Howes  is  a  lirst-class  man,  active,  aggres- 
sive and  well  balanced ;  as  well  able  as  any 
member  of  this  body  to  decide  questions  re- 
lating to  our  schools.  There  is  a  disposition 
to  treat  the  school  committee  as  a  body  of  old 
grannies.  The  water  board  has  not  abused 
its  privileges.  This  bill  grants  rights  which 
are  now  extended  as  a  courtesy.  I  think  the 
school  committee  more  amply  fitted  to  assume 
these  extended  powers  than  any  other  people 
in  the  city. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  Years  ago  I  learned 
not  to  compete  with  a  man  in  his  own  line, 
and  a  part  of  Councilman  Weed's  business  is 
talking.  [Laughter.]  Each  member  of  the 
pui)lic  property  committee  was  allowed  to  ex- 
pend $25  in  his  own  district  on  repairs  with- 
out consulting  other  members.  1  allowed  Mr. 
Sawin  to  expend  my  share,  as  he  knew  better 
than  I  what  was  most  needed,  and  I  had  not 
the  time  to  look  up  each  little  thing  that  was 
needed.  Now  the  inspector  of  buildings 
attends  to  those  things.  1  move  to  table  the 
resolution. 

Councilman  Weed  seconded  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  put  and  declared  a  vote, 
l)ut  it  was  doubted,  and  on  a  showing  of  hands 
the  motion  to  table  was  lost,  6  to  7. 

Councilman  Ross  said  that  after  listening  to 
the  discussion  it  all  seemed  intended  to  show 
that  the  city  government  was  no  good  any- 
how. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  The  passage  of  this 
act  would  result  in  more  that  the  veto  power. 
The  school  committee  would  become  a  final 


board  of  appeal.  It  would  give  it  the  power 
to  change  or  entirely  discard  any  plans.  The 
laws  now  give  it  certain  rights.  It  has  the 
hiring  of  teachers.  Does  it  not  have  the 
hiring  of  other  employes? 

Councilman  Weed :    Not  of  the  janitors. 

Councilman  Green :  Certain  moneys  ex- 
pended for  repairs  have  been  alluded  to.  It 
was  necessary  to  put  in  water  pipes  in  one  of 
the  schools  for  certain  purposes.  It  was  esti- 
mated that  the  expense  would  be  about  $140. 
.\uthority  was  delegated  to  a  person  having 
amtrol  of  the  school.  When  the  bill  for  re- 
pairs came  in  it  was  $600.  Rights  and  privi- 
leges are  very  different  things.  If  rights  are 
granted  to  school  committees  we  have  no  con- 
trol, liut  privileges  are  held  on  sufferance. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  can  easily  match  the 
$600  l)ill.  At  the  high  school  a  bill  was  run 
up  to  $2600  by  somebody  without  authority. 
This  is  funny  business.  The  chairman  of  the 
public  property  committee  often  exceeds  his 
authority.  The  school  committee  cannot  act 
worse  than  the  public  property  connnittee  has 
acted  in  the  past.  The  inspector  of  buildings 
now  has  the  authority  which  has  sometimes 
been  given  ti^  others.  As  a  matter  of  right 
and  wisdom  this  bill  should  be  passed  by  the 
general  court. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  That  SS2600  was  not 
spent  by  the  present  committee,  and  these  old 
matters  might  as  well  be  left  alone.  They  are 
matters  of  history.  We  did  give  Mr.  .\ldrich 
authority  to  have  some  water  pipes  at  about  a 
hundred  dollars.  In  the  fall  a  bill  came  in  for 
$600.  We  don't  want  this  power  to  go  out 
of  our  hands. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolve,  and  it  was  carried. 

Miscellaneous  Papers. 

Other  papers  from  the  aldermen  were  as 
follows : 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  rounding  of 
the  southeast  corner  of  Central  street  and 
Woodland  avenue  and  widening  of  part  of 
Woodland  avenue,  to  be  held  on  May  7  at 
7.30  before  the  aldermen,  and  on  May  14  at 
7.45  before  the  common  council.  The  order 
was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Fountain  street,  from  Highland 
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street  to  Valentine  street.  The  order  was 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  quit- 
claim to  E.  C.  Dudley  a  lot  of  land  containing 
256  feet  on  Ridge  avenue  at  Newton  Centre. 
The  order  was  adopted. 

An  order  changing  the  name  of  Lander 
street  to  Lincoln  park.  The  order  was 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  Si  1 24  for  the  lay- 
ing of  water  pipes  in  various  streets. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Degen  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
acted  upon : 

An  order  appropriating  $500  for  fencing 
the  pipe  yard  on  Watertown  street.  The 
order  was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $50  for  houndstoncs 
on  the  line  between  Newton  and  Waltham. 
The  order  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sidewalks.    The  order  was  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  petition 
from  William  E.  Hickox  and  others  that  the 
square  bounded  by  Judkins,  Jenison,  Lothrop 
and  Crafts  streets  be  changed  to  Lothrop 


square.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Thomes  Estes  and 
others  for  a  gravel  sidewalk  on  Watertown 
street,  from  Crafts  street  to  Nevada  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Degen  presented  a  petition 
from  George  L.  Gilbert  and  others  for  a  cross- 
walk at  Rice  and  Centre  streets,  ward  6.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Childs  presented  petitions  from 
B.  S.  Cloutman  and  twenty  others  for  the  lay- 
ing out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Waban 
avenue,  Irvington  street,  Nehoidon  road  and 
Crofton  road. 

Waban,  as  you  all  know,  said  Councilman 
Childs,  has  fallen  into  ruts.  Present  resi- 
dents there,  who  are  not  responsil)le  for  this, 
are  trying  to  get  out  of  the  ruts.  There  are 
no  accepted  streets  there  except  the  old 
roads.  People  come  there  to  look  at  prop- 
erty, and  on  learning  this  do  not  buy.  By 
accepting  these  streets  it  will  be  a  great  help 
in  bringing  other  people  there. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  highways. 

Councilman  Dickens  presented  a  petition 
from  Lyman  King  and  others  for  seven  street 
lamps  on  Dudley  street  and  ten  on  Green- 
wood street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
street  lights. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  9.30  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun 
cilman  Briston. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  April  23,  1894. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, held  on  Monday  evening,  April  23,  was 
called  to  order  at  7.30  by  President  Knapp, 
all  the  members  being  present. 

The  records  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  by  the  clerk. 

Councilman  Weed  raised  a  question  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  entry  regarding  the 
action  taken  upon  the  resolve  concerning  the 
proposed  act  extending  the  powers  of  school 
committees.  The  rules  require  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  entry  shows  that  it  had  but  one 
reading. 

President  Knapp  said  that  the  rules  re- 
quired two  readings.  The  resolve  was  passed 
upon  one  reading  by  the  aldermen,  and  the 
council  did  the  same  thing.  The  mayor  has 
signed  the  resolve,  and  this  takes  it  out  of  our 
hands. 

Councilman  Weed :  Then  we  have  nothing 
further  to  do  with  it? 

President  Knapp :  No.  This  leaves  the 
records  clear. 

The  records  were  then  declared  approved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

.\  proclamation  from  the  governor  for  the 
observance  of  Patriots'  day,  April  19,  1894. 
Read  and  filed. 

A  proclamation  from  the  governor  for  the 
observance  of  .Vrbor  day,  April  28,  1 894. 
Read  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  King  and  others  for  side- 
walks on  Lake  avenue.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Matilda  Kimball  for  side- 
walks on  Kimball  terrace.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Leland  and  others  for  side- 
walks on  Washington  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 


A  communication  from  G.  A.  Blaney  and 
others  extending  the  time  limit  of  proposition 
concerning  the  boulevard.  Received. 

A  remonstrance  from  Lane  and  others 
against  the  watering  of  W^alnut  and  Beacon 
streets.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  Van  Wagenen  and  others 
that  the  name  of  Woodland  avenue  be 
changed  to  Woodland  road.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  S.  A.  Shannon  for  a  sewer 
in  Lake  avenue.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Taylor  and  others  for  a 
sewer  in  Edinboro  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Tyler  and  others  relative  to 
taking  Crystal  lake  for  park  purposes.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  parks  and  the  city 
solicitor. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen : 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 
to  certain  petitions  for  sidewalks  and  street 
crossings.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 
to  rounding  the  northwest  corner  of  Park  and 
Elmwood  streets.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  recom- 
mending the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses between  Hunnewell  terrace  and  Barnes 
street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  favorable  to 
petitions  for  sewers  in  Institution  avenue  and 
Chase  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  recommend- 
ing the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Gasometer  court.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Orders  Passed  and  Laid  Over. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  aldermen : 

An  order  appropriating  $74,800  for  city 
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expenses  for  the  month  of  May,  1894,  in 
amounts  as  follows: 

Almshouse  expenses  and  repairs  $3°°  00 

Armory  100  00 

Assessors'  department  1,600  00 

Board  of  health  1,000  00 

City  engineer's  department — 

Salaries  $1,000 
Incidentals  200       1,200  00 

City  hall  300  00 

Elections  200  00 

Fire  department — 

Salaries  3,500  00 

Keeping  horses  300  00 

Incidentals  200  00       4,000  00 

Highways — 


Curbing 

Drains  and  culverts 
General  repairs 
Gravel  land 
Land  damages 


200  00 
1,000  00 
6,000  00 
100  00 
100  00 


Sidewalks  and  crossings  1,30000 
Widening,  reconstruction 

and  improvements  3,ooo  00      11,700  00 

Indigent  soldiers  and  sailors  100  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  permanent  2,000  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  temporary  1,000  00 

Interest  on  sewer  bonds  1,200  00 

Interest  on  water  bonds  10,000  00 

Memorial  day  500  00 

Miscellaneous  600  00 

Newton  Free  Library  1,700  00 

Parks  and  squares  500  00 
Police  department — 

Salaries  3, 800  00 

Incidentals  200  00    4,000  00 

Poor  out  of  almshouse  2,000  00 

Printing  600  00 

Public  property  2,300  00 

Registration  of  voters  200  00 

Salaries  2,000  00 

School  notes  4.500  00 
Schools — 

General  appropriation  13,000  00 

Incidentals  1,200  00  14,200  00 

Sewerage  mamtenance  300  00 

Trimming  trees,  removing  caterpillars  200  00 

Inspection  of  buildings  department  100  00 

Inspection  of  wires  department  700  00 

Soldiers'  relief  100  00 

State  aid  200  00 

Street  light  department  2,500  00 
Water  maintenance — 

Salaries  600  00 

Labor  200  00 

Incidentals  200  00  1,000  00 
Water  meters  and  service  pipe — 

Salaries  300  00 

Labor  200  00 

Incidentals  200  00      700  00 

Water,  rebate  on  bills  100  00 

Watering  streets  and  water  for  same  1,000  00 

Watering  troughs  and  drinking  posts  too  00 


Total  $74,800  00 

Coimcilman  Briston  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 


The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  engineer  to 
prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  the  widening 
of  Washington  street.  Laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
on  Lincoln  and  Sewall  streets.  Laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  cross- 
walk at  Highland  avenue  and  Walnut  place. 
Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  taking  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses in  Mt.  Vernon  street.  Adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  for  taking  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses in  Mt.  Vernon  terrace.  Adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
certain  streets  and  ways.  Laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  between  Hunnewell  terrace 
and  Barnes  street,  to  be  held  May  7  at  7.30 
before  the  aldermen,  and  on  May  14  at  7.45 
before  the  common  council.  The  order  was 
adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Gasometer  court,  to  be  held 
May  9  at  7.30  before  the  aldermen,  and  on 
May  14  at  7.45  before  the  common  council. 
The  order  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  rounding  the 
northwest  corner  of  Park  and  Elmwood 
streets,  to  be  held  May  7  at  7.30  before  the 
aldermen,  and  on  May  14  at  7.45  before  the 
common  council.    The  order  was  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
Albert  F.  Hayward  and  others  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  railroad  at  Hyde  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

The  clerk  read  a  petition  from  Austin  Saun- 
ders for  a  concrete  sidewalk  on  Kimball  ter- 
race. Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
acted  upon : 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
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certain  streets  and  ways.  The  order  was 
adopted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  increasing  the  salary  of  the  acting 
paymaster  in  the  treasurer's  office  $200  I'he 
order  was  adopted  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  amending  section  16  of  the 
water  ordinance.  Passed  to  be  enrolled  in 
concurrence. 

Want  a  Report. 

Councilman  Bullard  presented  an  order  in- 
structing the  committee  on  fire  department  to 
report  at  once  upon  the  petition  for  placing 
steamer  2  in  commission,  and  for  an  addition 
to  the  engine  house  at  West  Newton  therefor. 

He  said  :  This  order  was  framed  nearly  a 
month  ago.  It  is  not  offered  in  any  spirit  of 
criticism  of  any  committee.  The  petition  for 
placing  steamer  2  in  commission  in  this  ward 
was  referred  to  the  fire  department  committee 
some  time  ago,  and  the  question  of  quarters 
was  by  them  referred  to  the  committee  on 
public  property.  Neither  of  these  comrnittees 
has  reported  to  the  city  council.  Something 
like  three  years  ago  a  petition  was  sent  here 
for  a  fire  engine  house  and  bore  about  100 
names,  representing  a  million  and  a  half  dol- 
lars. This  year  comes  another  petition  from 
about  the  same  number,  and  representing  as 
much  money.  We  want  to  hear  from  this 
petition  and  have  something  come  of  it. 

Councilman  Tolman  said:  This  subject 
came  before  the  committee  on  public  property 
recently.  The  committee  stood  3  to  I  against 
recommending  a  new  engine  house.  The  ex- 
pense was  said  to  be  about  $8000  for  what 
was  asked  for.  We  asked  Inspector  Elder 
and  he  said  the  expense  would  be  $20,000 
before  it  was  finished.  This  is  not  all:  it  will 
increase  the  expense  of  the  permanent  force 
of  the  fire  department.  Then  the  committee 
has  reported  favorably  upon  a  hundred  thou- 
sand dollar  schoolhouse  for  ward  3.  The  city 
tax  rate  is  already  high,  and  these  excessive 
expenditures  must  stop  somewhere  if  we  want 
a  desirable  class  of  people  to  come  here. 

Councilman  Bullard  said  that  no  report  had 
been  made  by  the  fire  department  committee 
or  the  pul)lic  property  committee.  Council- 


man Tolman's  explanation  is  not  satisfactory. 
The  engine  house  can  be  built  for  about 
$8000.  A  strip  of  land  can  be  had  for  a 
small  sum.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
the  conimittees  do  not  take  some  action. 

Councilman  Parker :  I  will  state  that  the 
fire  department  committee  referred  this  mat- 
ter to  the  committee  on  public  property.  Our 
plan  was  to  remove  the  chemical  engine  from 
ward  3  to  the  truck  house  in  ward  2,  and 
place  steamer  2  in  commission. 

Councilman  Ross  :  I  have  talked  the  mat- 
ter over  with  Inspector  Elder,  and  think  the 
question  of  enlarging  the  old  one  or  building 
a  new  one  is  not  a  safe  thing  to  tackle.  It 
seems  to  rae  we  had  better  wait  a  while  and 
then  build  one  on  the  hill  and  have  the  ap- 
paratus up  there. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  This  ward  is  grow- 
ing very  rapidly.  There  should  be  a  chemi- 
cal engine  and  a  hose  wagon  on  the  hill,  but 
we  do  not  want  to  sacrifice  the  valley  to  pro- 
tect the  hill.  I  have  learned  that  insurance 
rates  are  to  be  increased  largely  here,  and  it 
is  owing  to  a  lack  of  proper  fire  apparatus. 
We  cannot  afford  to  allow  a  higher  tax  rate 
to  prevent  our  keep:ng  down  insurance  rates. 
If  the  committee  on  fire  department  favors 
two  engines  in  this  ward,  we  should  not 
jeopardize  valuable  property. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  What  is  the  esti- 
mnted  expense  for  a  fire  engine  house? 

Councilman  Tolman  :  It  is  estimated  that 
repairs  and  enlarging  will  cost  $8000,  but  this 
is  not  all.  It  will  add  expense  by  making 
necessary  an  increase  in  the  number  of  perma- 
nent employes.  The  public  property  com- 
mittee has  voted  to  expend  $100,000  for  a 
new  schoolhouse  in  this  ward. 

Councilman  Hatfield  seconded  the  motion 
of  Councilman  Bullard.  It  is  false  economy 
to  lake  no  action  in  regard  to  the  fire  engine 
house.  The  fact  that  the  public  property 
committee  has  voted  to  expend  money  for  a 
schoolhouse  has  no  bearing  on  this  subject. 
The  schoolhouse  makes  an  extra  hazard. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  the  order 
was  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.15  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Weed. 
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City  of  Newton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  May  i,  1894. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  at  7.30  on  Tuesday 
evening,  May  l,by  President  Knapp,  Council- 
men  Brislon,  Wing,  Green,  Bullard,  Hatfield, 
Childs,  Ross,  Dickens,  Parker,  iJegen,  Weed 
and  Tolman  being  present. 

The  records  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  by  the  clerk,  and  were  declared  ap- 
proved. 

Miscellaneous  Papers  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in 
concurrence : 

A  petition  from  C.  H.  Newhall  and  others 
against  the  erection  of  poles  and  wires  in 
Forest  street,  ward  5.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  fire  department. 

A  petition  from  Annie  A.  Whidden  for  side- 
walks on  Winthrop  street,  ward  3.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Edward  Almy  and  others 
for  concrete  sidewalks  on  Woodbine  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  I.  Harmon  and  others  for 
five  street  lights  on  Parker  street  and  twelve 
street  lamps  on  Dedham  street.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  communication  from  Caroline  J.  Barker 
relative  to  the  proposed  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street  as  affecting  property  on  which 
she  proposed  to  build.    Received  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  W.  Dike  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Fern  street.  Referred  lo  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  petitions  for  sewers  in  Edinboro 
street  and  Lake  avenue.  The  report  was 
accepted. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Henry  A. 
Priest  and  others  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Rowe  street  route  for  the  fourth  section  of 
the  Newton  boulevard.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 


An  order  appropriating  $2609.06  collected 
from  dog  taxes  to  be  added  to  the  school  ap- 
propriation.   The  order  was  adopted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  through  pri- 
vate land  from  Crescent  street  to  Rowe  street. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Myrtle 
street.    The  report  was  accepted. 

A  communication  from  Timothy  O'Leary 
relative  to  including  the  sewer  department 
and  the  water  board  under  the  provisions  of 
the  civil  service  rules  governing  employees  of 
the  highway  department.    Received  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  T.  C.  Sullivan  that  a  por- 
tion of  Beacon  street  be  reduced  in  width  to 
fifty  feet.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  Crocker  and  others  for  a 
sewer  in  Morion  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  communication  from  the  school  com- 
mittee relative  to  an  inspection  of  the  school- 
houses  of  the  city  by  the  inspector  of  build- 
ings.   Received  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  H.  C.  Hunt  and  others  for 
sidewalks  in  wards  I  and  7.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Francis  George  Curtis  and 
others  for  a  sewer  in  Elm  and  River  streets. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  through  priv- 
ate land  of  John  Ward  and  others  near  Suf- 
folk road.    The  report  was  accepted. 

An  order  accepting  chapter  324,  Acts  of 
1894,  relative  to  reservation  of  spaces  in  pub- 
lic ways.    The  order  was  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  sign 
agreements  with  abuttors  relative  to  the  New- 
ton boulevard. 

Councilman  Weed :  Does  this  mean  the 
agreements  already  made  with  the  highway 
committee? 

President  Knapp :    It  is  so  understood. 

The  order  was  adopted. 
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An  order  appropriating  $2141  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  various  streets.  Laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

A  Resolution. 

Councilman  Green  then  said  :  The  atten- 
tion of  the  council  has  no  doubt  been  called 
to  the  fire  last  Friday  afternoon  by  which  the 
Adams  schoolhouse  was  partially  destroyed. 
It  is  exceedingly  fortunate  that  there  was  no 
loss  of  life,  and  so  little  loss  of  property.  I) 
was  good  management  alone  which  brought 
this  result  about.  It  seems  to  me  fitting  that 
we  should  recognize  this  service  of  the  master 
and  teachers  by  some  suitable  action.  I 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  This  city  council,  believing  that 
only  by  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  on  the 
part  of  those  in  charge,  a  panic  was  prevented 
and  serious  injury  to  life  and  limb  averted  on 
the  occasion  of  the  recent  fire  in  the  Adams 
school,  Ward  2,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  city  council  expresses 
its  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  the 
pupils  by  the  master  and  teachers,  and  com- 
mend them  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duty. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  resolution  was  then  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon : 

.\n  order  for  construction  of  sewers  in  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  Mt.  Vernon  terrace.  Institution 
avenue  and  Chase  street.  The  order  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  relating  to  the  construction  of 
sidewalks  on  Lincoln  and  Sewall  streets. 
Given  a  second  reading  and  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
street  crossings  on  Highland  avenue.  The 
order  was  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted 
in  concurrence. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  engineer  to 
prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  the  widening 
of   Washington    street  to  seventy-five  feet. 


The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  in  concurrence. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  enrolled  ordinances  that  the 
amended  ordinance  relating  to  the  water 
board  was  well  and  truly  enrolled.  The  re- 
port was  accepted. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed  to  be  or- 
dained. 

Further  Papers  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  following  additional  papeis  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  petition  from  J.  G.  Wildman  for  side- 
walks on  Bellevue  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways  in  concurrence. 

A  report  from  the  highway  committee  rec- 
ommending that  the  Newton  boulevard  be 
located  anew  between  the  Boston  line  and 
Centre  street,  being  section  one  of  the  boule- 
vard. The  report  was  accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
relating  to  that  part  of  the  boulevard  lying 
between  Centre  and  Valentine  streets,  being 
the  second  section  of  the  boulevard.  The  re- 
port was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
relating  to  that  section  of  the  boulevard  lying 
between  Valentine  and  Washington  street,  be- 
ing the  third  section  of  the  boulevard.  The 
report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  that  hearings  be  given  on  relocat- 
ing the  first  section  of  the  boulevard,  to  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening.  May  10  at  7.30 
before  both  branches  of  the  city  council. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  May  14  in  place  of  May  10  for  the 
hearing  before  the  common  council,  as  we 
have  a  regular  meeting  on  that  date.  It 
would  save  an  extra  session. 

President  Knapp :  The  mayor  has  just 
sent  in  asking  that  the  common  council  ad- 
journ to  May  10  when  it  adjourns.  This  will 
save  sending  out  notices  of  an  extra  session. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  in  concurrence. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  May  10  at  7.30 
o'clock  before  both  branches  of  the  city  coun- 
cil on  relocating  the  second  section  of  the 
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boulevard.  The  order  was  adopted  in  concur- 
rence. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  May  10  at  7.30 
o'clock  before  both  branches  of  the  city  coun- 
cil on  relocating  the  third  section  of  the 
boulevard.  The  order  was  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Edinboro  street  and  Lake  avenue.  Laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

A  resolve  relative  to  the  taking  of  land  of 
Caroline  J.  Barker  for  the  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street.  The  resolve  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  through  land  of  John  and 
George  K.  Ward  and  others,  to  be  held  on  May 
10  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  aldermen,  and 
on  the  same  date  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the 
common  council.  The  order  was  adopted  in 
concurrence. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  through  private  land  from 
Crescent  street,  to  be  held  on  May  10  at  7.30 
o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on 
the  same  date  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  com- 
mon council.  The  order  was  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  taking  of  land  for 
sewer  purposes  between  Temple  street  and 
Washington  street,  to  be  held  on  May  10  at 
7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen, 
and  on  the  same  day  at  7.45  o'clock  before 
the  common  council.  The  order  was  adopted 
in  concurrence. 

Councilman  Tolman  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  and  that  the  resolve  relating  to 
taking  land  of  Caroline  J.  Barker  be  taken 
from  the  table  and  passed.  He  understood 
that  contracts  for  building  on  this  land  were 
being  held  in  abeyance  for  some  action  by  the 
city  council. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  Does  this  commit 
the  city  to  taking  the  land. 

President  Knapp  :  It  expresses  the  opinion 
of  the  city  council  that  it  should  be  taken. 

Councilman  Bullard :  Then  it  does  not 
commit  the  city  to  taking  the  land? 

President  Knapp :    It  does  not. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  Is  this  to  widen 
Washington  street  to  seventy-five  feet? 

President  Knapp  :  It  is  according  to  that 
plan. 


Councilman  Green :  Where  is  the  land 
located  ? 

President  Knapp:    Near  Lucas  court. 

The  resolve  was  taken  from  the  table,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  after  a  second  read- 
ing was  adopted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Inspection. 

Councilman  Weed  presented  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  inspector  of  buildings  is 
hereby  instructed  to  investigate  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  schoolhouses  in  Newton,  ex- 
cept the  old  Hyde  schoolhouse,  test  the 
plumbing  therein,  and  report  in  detail  on  the 
sanitary  appliances  and  condition  of  the  build- 
ings, on  the  heating  appliances  therein,  the 
kind,  method  of  construction  and  condition  of 
the  chimneys  in  the  several  school  buildings, 
and  the  safety  of  each  as  regards  tire,  and  to 
report  to  the  city  council  before  May  23,  1894, 
if  possible. 

The  order  was  adopted. 

A  Recess. 

At  8.12  Councilman  Tolman  moved  that  a 
recess  be  taken,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  reassembling  an  order  was  received 
from  the  upper  board  appiopriating  $77,000 
for  the  use  of  the  water  board  in  extending 
the  water  supply. 

Councilman  Degen  said  :  I  move  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  that  the  order  may  be 
given  a  second  reading.  It  is  a  very  import- 
ant matter.  I  don't  like  to  make  this  motion, 
but  the  city  engineer  says  that  very  much  in- 
jury may  result  from  delay.  I  will  say  a  word 
of  explanation  in  regard  to  the  water  supply. 
The  present  supply  is  one  and  a  half  millions 
of  gallons  a  day.  The  Nonantum  Worsted  com- 
pany want  to  use  half  a  million  gallons  more, 
and  want  to  begin  using  it  about  the  first  of 
June.  The  company  has  changed  its  ma- 
chinery to  use  this  supply  of  city  water  upon 
the  supposition  that  it  would  be  supplied.  I 
make  this  explanation  as  a  member  of  the 
water  board  to  show  that  the  increase  is  much 
needed,  and  customers  are  ready  to  use  the 
water. 

Councilman  Weed  thought  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently familiar  with  the  subject  to  take  im- 
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mediate  action,  and  would  like  to  have  it  laid 
over. 

Councilman  BuUard  seconded  Councilman 
Degen's  motion :  He  said:  This  extension 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  city.  It 
seems  like  a  good  business  move,  and  should 
be  made  now.  The  investment  will  at  once 
yield  a  return  and  a  profit. 

Councilman  Uegen:  This  matter  came  up 
in  the  board  of  aldermen  recently  and  was 
tabled.  By  this  action  much  valuable  time 
has  been  lost.  The  city  engineer  is  present 
and  can  give  us  some  information  if  it  is  de- 
sired. 

President  Knapp  :  We  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  the  city  engineer. 

Mr.  Woods  said :  It  will  take  some  time 
to  extend  the  aqueduct  and  wells  enough  to 
get  any  great  amount  of  water.  We  shall 
have  to  dig  through  sand  before  we  strike  the 
water  supply.  This  preliminary  work  takes 
considerable  time,  and  the  quicker  we  get  at 
work  the  better  it  will  be.  An  increased  de- 
mand for  water  will  be  made  in  a  short  time. 
The  present  supply  would  give  the  mills  a 
supply,  but  not  permanently.  When  a  dry 
time  comes  there  would  be  a  shortage,  and 
no  one  could  use  garden  hose.  It  is  time  to 
get  at  work. 

Councilman  Weed :  Would  a  nine-days' 
delay  do  harm? 

Mr.  Woods:  Every  week  of  delay  counts 
on  this  end  of  the  work. 

Councilman  Hatfield:  What  is  the  present 
supply? 

Mr.  Woods:  Between  i,400,ochd  and  i,- 
600,000  gallons  a  day. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  The  Nonantum 
Worsted  company  wants  to  use  500,000  gal- 
lons a  day:  is  that  it? 

Mr.  Woods :  They  want  over  400,000 
gallons  a  day. 

Councilman  Weed :  What  will  this  ex- 
tension cost? 

Mr.  Woods :  We  can't  tell  that  exactly. 
We  shall  stop  when  we  get  what  we  want  in 
the  way  of  water  supply. 


Councilman  Degen  :  The  board  will  only 
expend  what  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Woods:  As  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
how  much  it  will  cost  we  ask  for  enough  at 
the  start. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  Vou  think  that 
$77,000  will  be  enough  to  complete  the  work 
contemplated. 

Mr.  Woods:  O,  yes.  More  than  enough. 
We  expect  to  turn  back  quite  a  sum. 

Councilman  Weed :  Has  the  city  any 
guarantee  from  the  company  that  it  will  use 
this  amout  of  water? 

Mr.  Woods:  There  is  no  guarantee,  but 
the  company  has  just  expended  $6000  to 
$8000  in  changing  machinery  to  enable  it  lo 
use  power  from  this  source. 

Councilman  Weed  :  Is  that  a  fact?  Can't 
they  use  river  water? 

Mr.  Woods :  It  would  be  of  no  use  to 
them.  The  river  water  would  be  too  warm. 
The  company  couldn't  work  its  condensers. 

Councilman  Degen:  The  officials  of  the 
Nonantum  Worsted  company  have  decided 
that  it  would  be  better  to  pay  the  city  for  its 
water  than  to  attempt  to  use  river  water.  A 
delay  of  ten  days  might  do  injury.  The  water 
board  ask  for  this  appropriation  to  supply 
customers.  The  president  told  me  today  in 
my  office  that  the  board  would  not  ask  for  a 
dollar  outside  of  the  needs  of  supply.  It  is 
only  a  question  of  passing  an  order  to  stop 
using  hose  later  in  the  season  if  something  is 
not  done.  I  hope  the  rules  may  be  sus- 
pended and  the  order  passed  at  this  time. 

The  rules  were  then  su.^pended. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  order 
adopted. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  board  of 
aldermen  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to  sell 
$75,000  in  thirty-year  water  bonds,  bearing 
interest  at  4  per  cent.  The  order  was  laid 
over  under  the  rules. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.58  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Tolman  to  meet  on  Thursday  evening.  May 
10,  at  7.30  o'clock. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  May  io,  1894. 


The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  common 
council  was  called  to  order  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, May  10,  at  7.30  o'clock  by  President 
Knapp,  all  the  members  being  present  except 
Councilman  Dickens. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  no  errors  being  discovered  they 
were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  communication  from  the  board  of  health 
relative  to  the  transfer  of  $600  for  the  salary 
of  the  inspector  of  plumbing  was  received  and 
filed. 

A  communication  from  the  school  commit- 
tee recommending  a  new  brick  schoolhouse  to 
replace  the  Adams  schoolhouse  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  prop- 
erty. 

A  petition  from  the  Nonantum  Worsted 
company  for  a  sewer  in  private  land  and 
Dalby  street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
sewers. 

Reports  Received. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  aldermen  and  accepted  in  concurrence : 

From  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  1 ,  1 894. 

From  the  committee  on  ordinances  sub- 
mitting amendment  to  the  ordinance  relating 
to  finance. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  "leave 
to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  William  E. 
Hickox  and  others  for  naming  the  square 
bounded  by  Judkins,  Jenison,  Lothrop  and 
Crafts  streets,  Lothrop  square. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 
to  the  construction  of  various  sidewalks  and 
crosswalks. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  favorable 


to  taking  land  for  rounding  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Prospect  and  Curve  streets. 

From  the  committee  on  highways  recom- 
mending the  taking  of  land  for  widening 
Waban  street. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  favorable  to 
the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Mor- 
ton street. 

From  the  committee  on  sewers  favorable  to 
the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Mt. 
Vernon  street. 

Orders  Adopted. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence : 

Proposed  ordinance  amending  the  ordinance 
relating  to  finance.  Given  a  second  reading, 
passed  to  be  enrolled,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  enrolled  ordinances. 

An  order  transferring  S600  from  the  board 
of  health  appropriation  to  the  inspector  of 
buildings  department  was  adopted. 

An  order  changing  the  name  of  Central 
place  to  Omar  terrace  was  adopted. 

An  order  changing  the  name  of  Woodland 
avenue  to  Woodland  road  was  adopted. 

A  Batch  of  Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  relocating  the  New- 
ton central  boulevard  between  the  Boston  line 
and  Centre  street,  being  section  one  of  the 
boulevard. 

William  A.  Gaston  appeared  for  Jerome  A. 
Bacon  in  remonstrance  to  the  line  affecting 
his  property.  Notice  was  given  that  damages 
would  be  claimed  if  the  line  was  not  changed. 

No  one  else  wishing  to  be  heard  the  hear- 
ing was  closed. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  relocating  that  part 
of  the  Newton  central  boulevard  lying  be- 
tween Centre  and  Valentine  streets,  being  sec- 
tion two  of  the  boulevard.    No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  next  called  on  relocating  the 
third  section  of  the  boulevard,  lying  between 
Valentine  and  Washington  streets. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Towne,  jr.,  appeared  in  remon- 
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strance,  on  the  ground  that  his  property  would 
be  injured. 

John  Sheehan,  Robert  Ryan,  Michael  Cor- 
coran and  Edw.  Pendergast  also  appeared  in 
remonstrance. 

No  one  else  wishing  to  be  heard  the  hearing 
was  closed. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  through  land  of  John  Ward 
and  others.    No  one  appeared. 

.■\  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  between  Temple  and  Wash- 
ington streets.    No  one  appeared. 

Also,  on  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  be- 
tween Crescent  and  Rowe  streets.  No  one 
appeared. 

Other  Orders. 

The  following  orders  from  the  aldermen 
were  then  acted  upon : 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  concrete 
crosswalks  on  Rice  and  Lowell  streets  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
on  certain  streets  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  rescinding  a  part  of  the  order  for 
taking  land  in  Needham  for  water  purposes, 
and  discontinuing  the  use  of  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  Mt.  Vernon  street,  to  be 
held  on  Monday,  May  21,  at  7.30  p.m.,  before 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday,  May 
28,  at  7.45  P.M.,  before  the  common  council, 
was  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  Morton  street,  to  be 
held  on  Monday,  May  21,  at  7.30  p.m.,  before 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday,  May 
28,  at  7. 45  P.M.,  before  the  common  council, 
was  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  widening  of 
Waban  street  to  a  width  of  forty  feet,  to  be  held 
on  Monday,  May  21,  at  7.30  p.m.,  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday,  May  28, 
at  7.45  P.M.,  before  the  common  council,  was 
adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  rounding  the  northwest  corner  of  Prospect 
and  Curve  streets,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  May 
21,  at  7.30  P.M.,  before  the  board  of  alder- 
men, and  on  Monday,  May  28,  at  7.45  p..m., 
before  the  common  council,  was  adopted. 


Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  Mellen  Bray  and  others  that  Railroad 
avenue  be  laid  out  and  accepted  as  a  public 
way.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  S.  V.  A.  Hunter  and 
others  for  concrete  sidewalks  on  Crj-stal  street 
and  Laurel  street.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  highways. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  petition 
from  Clara  S.  Pulsifer  and  others  for  a  con- 
crete crosswalk  on  Highland  avenue.  Re- 
ferred to  the  highway  committee. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  enrolled  ordinances  that  the 
amended  ordinance  relating  to  finance  was 
well  and  truly  enrolled.  The  report  was  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Briston  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed  to  be  or- 
dained. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon : 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Lake  avenue  and  Edinboro  street  was  given  a 
second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  S2141  for  the  con- 
struction of  water  mains  in  certain  streets 
was  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of 
seventy-five  Siooo  4  per  cent  water  bonds. 

Councilman  Bullard  said  that  the  order  had 
been  passed  in  its  present  form  under  a  mis- 
apprehension or  mistake.  The  amendment  to 
the  ordinance  relating  to  finance  makes  it 
necessary  to  change  the  date  of  the  bond  issue. 
An  order  will  come  up  from  the  other  board 
with  this  change  in  it.  This  will  make  it 
necessary  to  kill  the  present  order  by  voting 
no  when  the  vote  is  taken. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
was  put  and  defeated. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Briston  a  recess 
was  taken  at  8.37,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

Miscellaneous  Papers  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

The  council  reassembled  at  9.16,  when  the 
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following  additional  papers  were  received 
from  the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  communication  from  HenriettaJJtennison 
relative  to  damages  from  sewer  construction 
was  received. 

A  communication  from  D.  H.  McWain  and 
others  relative  to  the  condition  of  Pelham 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  Stephen  Childs  for  a  cross- 
walk on  Webster  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  of  Edward  M.  Rumery  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Central  place.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Francis  A.  Skelton  for 
a  concrete  sidewalk  on  Erie  avenue.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  M.  W.  Chase  fur  a 
sewer  in  Austin  street.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Avery  L.  Rand  and  others, 
representing  the  Xewton  Centre  Improvement 
association,  that  Crystal  lake  and  certain  parcels 
of  land  be  taken  for  park  purposes.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  parks. 

A  communication  from  the  board  of  health 
relative  to  the  condition  of  Boyd's  pond,  to 
the  necessity  for  sewers  in  Faxon  and  Dalby 
streets,  and  to  the  matter  of  connecting  the 
Franklin  schoolhouse  with  the  sewer,  was 
received  and  filed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  board  of 
health  relative  to  connecting  the  Mason 
schoolhouse  with  the  sewer  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  property. 

An  invitation  from  Charles  Ward  post, 
G.A.R.,  that  the  city  council  attend  the  Me- 
morial day  exercises  to  be  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  post  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  fire 
department  on  the  petition  of  Charles  H. 
Newhall  recommending  the  purchase  of  a  fire 
alarm  signal  station  for  Forest  street  was 
accepted. 

.\n  order  that  the  free  use  of  City  Hall  be 
granted  to  Miss  Mollie  Metcalf  on  May  1 1 
and  12  in  aid  of  "country  week"  was 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  3300  for  expenses 
of  the  city  solicitor  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

Also,  an  order  appropriating  S300  for  Me- 
morial day  expenses. 


Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  appropriating  $78,800  for 
the  accruing  expenses  for  the  month  of  June 
for  the  city  of  Newton  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

An  order  relocating  the  Newton  central 
boulevard  from  the  Boston  line  to  Centre 
street  was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  relocating  the  Newton  central 
boulevard  from  Centre  street  to  Valentine 
street  was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  relocating  the  Newton  central 
boulevard  from  Valentme  street  to  Washing- 
ton street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  the  widening  of 
Washington  street  against  the  estate  of  Caro- 
line J.  Barker,  to  be  held  on  May  21  at  7.30 
o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on 
May  28  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council,  was  adopted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  hghts  on  various  petitions  for 
street  lights,  and  on  one  petition  "  leave  to 
withdraw,"  was  accepted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  placing  of 
street  lights  in  various  streets. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  appropriating  §29,000,  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  bonds  to  be  used 
for  the  construction  of  drains  in  Worcester  and 
Austin  streets. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carred. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  rescinding  an  order  for  the 
sale  of  fifty  $1000  bonds  for  the  construction 
of  a  schoolhouse  at  Newton  Highlands  was 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  rescinding  an  order  for  the 
sale  of  fifty  Newton  central  boulevard  bonds 
was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  rescinding  another  order  for 
the  sale  of  fifty  Newton  central  boulevard 
bonds  was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  sign 
an  agreement  with  Albert  Brackett  and  others 
relative  to  a  sewer  assessment  was  adopted. 
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Also,  an  order  for  taking  land  of  John  K. 
Ward  and  others  for  sewer  purposes  was 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  for  taking  land  of  Theodore 
Nickerson  and  others  between  Temple  and 
Washington  streets  for  sewer  purposes  was 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  for  taking  land  between 
Crescent  and  Rowe  streets  for  sewer  purposes 
was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  joint  stand- 
ing committee  on  highways  to  construct  the 
Newton  central  boulevard  from  the  Boston 
line  to  Washington  street,  and  to  construct 
sewers  to  beyond  Grant  avenue,  and  authoriz- 
ing the  mayor  to  sign  contracts  not  to  exceed 
$200,000. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  mayor  and 
city  treasurer  to  prepare  blank  certificates  for 
the  Newton  boulevard  loan. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  13  yeas,  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer 
to  sell  100  $1000  4  per  cent  twenty-year  New- 
ton central  boulevard  bonds. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  13  yeas.  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  sale  of  100 
additional  ^looo  bonds  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 


adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  13  yeas.  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  sale  of 
seventy- five  4  per  cent  water  bonds  of  a  de- 
nomination of  JSiooo  each. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  the  motion  "was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  1 3  yeas.  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  sale  of 
twenty-nine  $1000  4  per  cent  twenty-year 
bonds  for  constructing  sewers  and  drains  in 
Worcester  and  Austin  streets  to  Cheesecake 
brook. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  13  yeas.  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  authorizing  the  sale  of  fifty 
§1000  4  per  cent  twenty-year  bonds  to  be 
called  the  Newton   Highlands  school  loan. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  1 3  yeas.  Coun- 
cilman Dickens  absent. 

Also,  an  order  that  $15,000  received  from 
sewer  assessments  be  applied  to  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  sewer  dept. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Also,  an  order  for  the  transfer  of  Sioo,ooo 
collected  by  the  city  treasurer  from  sewer 
assessments  to  the  sewer  construction  account. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

At  9.59  there  being  no  further  business  the 
council  adjourned  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Tolman. 
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The  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
on  Monday  evening,  May  14,  was  called  to 
order  by  Councilman  Weed,  in  the  absence  of 
President  Knapp,  at  7.30  o'clock,  with  Coun- 
cilmen  Wing,  Green,  Savage,  Bullard,  Hatfield, 
Childs,  Ross,  Dickens,  Parker,  Degen,  Weed 
and  Tolman  present. 

The  first  business  of  the  evening  was  the 
election  of  a  president  pro  tem.  The  election 
was  made  by  ballot,  the  chair  appointing 
Messrs.  Degen  and  Bullard  to  collect  and 
count  ballots.  Eleven  votes  were  cast,  nine 
being  for  Councilman  Weed,  and  one  each  for 
Councilmen  Degen  and  Tolman. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

A  Batch  of  Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Suffolk  road  and 
and  Kingsbury  street.    No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  rounding  the  south- 
east corner  of  Central  street  and  Woodland 
avenue.    No  one  appeared. 

The  following  hearings  were  called  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes : 

In  Gasometer  court.    No  one  appeared. 

Through  land  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  rail- 
road company.    No  one  appeared. 

In  private  way  from  Elm  street.  No  one 
appeared. 

In  Essex  road.    No  one  appeared. 

Through  private  land  from  Glen  avenue 
southeasterly.    No  one  appeared. 

In  Suffolk  road.    No  one  appeared. 

In  Woodman  street.    No  one  appeared. 

Between  Hunnewell  terrace  and  Barnes 
street.    No  one  appeared. 

Orders  Adopted. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  adopted  in  con- 
currence : 

An  order  for  rounding  the  northwest  corner 
of  Elmwood  and  Park  streets. 


An  order  for  rounding  the  southeast  corner 
of  Central  street  and  Woodland  avenue. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
through  land  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad 
company  westerly  to  Crescent  street. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Essex  road. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
private  land  from  Elm  street. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Gasometer  court  from  Cross  street  westerly. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
through  private  land  from  Glen  avenue. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Suffolk  road. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Woodman  street. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
through  private  land  from  Hunnewell  terrace 
to  Barnes  street. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  William  Byers  and  others  for  concrete 
sidewalks  on  Lake  avenue.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  petition 
from  Charles  F.  Avery  and  125  others  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse  in  ward  2  to  be 
constructed  of  brick  or  stone  to  replace  the 
Adams  schoolhouse. 

Councilman  Green  said  that  the  petition 
was  dated  April  27,  and  he  desired  to  state  in 
explanation  of  the  delay  in  presenting  it  that 
he  had  done  so  at  the  earnest  request  of  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  on  behalf  of 
the  superintendent  of  schools  in  order  that  the 
school  committee  might  first  take  some  action 
in  the  matter,  since  the  committee  and  the 
superintendent  favored  a  new  schoolhouse. 
The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  sent 
to  the  city  countil  I  now  present  this  petition. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  public  property. 

The  clerk  read  a  communication  from  Sarah 
E.  Barnes  in  remonstrance  to  the  taking  of 
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private  land  between  Hunnewell  terrace  and 
Barnes  street  for  sewer  purposes.  Received 
and  filed. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon : 

An  order  appropriating  $300  for  expenses 
of  the  city  solicitor  was  given  a  second  read- 
ing and  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  concrete 
crosswalks  on  Rice  and  Lowell  streets  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
sidewalks  in  various  streets  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $78,800  for  the 
accruing  expenses  for  the  city  for  the  month 
of  June,  in  amounts  as  follows : 

Almshouse  expenses  and  repairs  $300  00 

Armory  100  00 

Assessors'  department  1,500  00 

Board  of  health  1,300  00 
City  engineer's  department — 
Salaries 


Incidentals 
City  hall 
Elections 

Fire  department — 
Salaries 
Keeping  horses 
Incidentals 

Highways — 


$1,400 
600 


2,500  00 
500  00 
200  00 


2,000  00 
300  00 
500  00 


Curbing  500  00 

Drains  and  culverts  2,000  00 

General  repairs  6,000  00 

Gravel  land  100  00 

Land  damages  100  00 

Sidewalks  and  crossings  3,000  00 
Widening,  reconstruction 

and  improvements  4,000  00 


Indigent  soldiers  and  sailors 

100  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  permanent 

x,ooo  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  temporary 

2,000  00 

Interest  on  sewer  bonds 

3,000  00 

Interest  on  water  bonds 

10,000  00 

Miscellaneous 

1,000  00 

Newton  Free  Library 

1,600  00 

Parks  and  squares 

1,200  00 

Police  department — 

Salaries 

5,000 

00 

Incidentals 

300 

00 

5,300  00 

Poor  out  of  almshouse 

1,500  00 

Printing 

800  00 

Public  property 

1,200  00 

Registration  of  voters 

300  00 

Salaries 

1,500  00 

Schools — 

General  appropriation 

[4,000 

00 

Incidentals 

1,000 

00 

15,000  00 

Sewerage  maintenance 

600  00 

Trimming  trees,  removing  caterpillars 

100  00 

Inspection  of  buildings  department 

100  00 

Inspection  of  wires  department 

80  000 

Soldiers*  relief 

100  00 

State  aid 

200  00 

Street  light  department 

2,500  00 

Water  maintenance — 

Salaries 

800 

00 

Labor 

400 

00 

Incidentals 

200 

00 

1,400  00 

Water  meters  and  service  pipe — 

400  00 
200  00 
300  00 


900  00 
100  00 
1,500  00 

100  00 


Salaries 

Labor 

Incidentals 
Water,  rebate  on  bills 
Watering  streets  and  water  for  same 
Watering  troughs  and  drinking  posts 

Total  $78,800  00 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.12  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Degen. 


Haarin?  on  rounding  NW  corner  Park 
&  Elmwood  Sts        No  one  appeared 
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On  Monday  evening,  May  28,  the  common 
council  was  called  to  order  by  President 
Knapp  at  7.30  o'clock,  with  all  the  members 
present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence : 

A  petition  from  Rev.  T.  J.  Uanahy  and 
others  for  a  fire  alarm  signal  station  on  Chest- 
nut street,  ward  5,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  fire  department. 

A  petition  from  James  Gammans  for  a 
sewer  in  Laurel  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  E.  A.  W.  Hammett  for  a 
sewer  in  Water  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  the  heirs  of  Charles  Rob- 
nson  and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Sterling  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  E.  L.  Estabrook  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Sewell  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Stearns  and  others 
for  the  widening  of  a  portion  of  Watertown 
street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Huestis  and  others 
for  a  crosswalk  on  Central  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  William  J.  Hannan  and 
others  for  street  lights  on  Kensington  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and 
street  lights. 

A  petition  from  J.  R.  Crandall  for  incan- 
descent street  lights  on  Thurston  road  and 
Pettee  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Lee  and  others  for 
the  acceptance  of  Devon  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 


Reports  Received. 

The  follosving  reports  were  received  from 
the  aldermen : 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  fire  depart- 
ment relative  to  an  order  on  placing  steamer 
2  in  commission  was  accepted.  The  order  in 
question  was  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  fire  department. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  relative  to  the  construction  of  sewers 
in  Berkeley,  Sewall  and  Sterling  streets  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer  pur- 
poses between  Dalby  and  Chapel  streets  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  between  Rowe  and  Lexington  streets 
was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
highways  relative  to  a  main  drain  between 
.\ustin  and  Washington  streets  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  laying  out,  grading  and  accepting 
Dalby  street  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence 
or  laid  over  under  the  rules: 

An  order  appropriating  S750  for  placing 
municipal  wires  on  Centre  street  in  under- 
ground conduits  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  committee  on  fuel 
and  street  lights  to  advertise  and  contract  for 
furnishing  2000  tons  of  coal  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

Various  Hearings. 

The  time  having  arrived  at  which  hearings 
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had  been  assigned  they  were  called  in  the 
following  order : 

On  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Mt. 
Vernon  street.    No  one  appeared. 

On  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Mor- 
ton street.    No  one  appeared. 

On  taking  land  for  widening  Wahan  street. 
No  one  appeared. 

On  taking  land  for  widening  a  portion  of 
Washington  street.    No  one  appeared. 

On  taking  land  for  rounding  the  northwest 
corner  of  Prospect  and  Curve  streets.  No 
one  appeared. 

Other  Orders. 

Other  orders  from  the  aldermen  were  then 
disposed  of  as  follows : 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Mt.  Vernon  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Morton  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  rounding  the  northwest  corner 
of  Prospect  and  Curve  streets  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  widening  of  a  portion  of 
Waban  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  widening  of  a  portion  of 
Washington  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  taking  land  for  park  purposes 
in  ward  4. 

Councilman  Weed :  Have  these  lands  been 
already  conveyed  to  the  city  by  deed? 

President  Knapp :  It  is  so  stated  in  the 
order. 

Councilman  Degen  :  I  should  like  to  know 
if  the  Miner  land  was  ever  taken. 

President  Knapp  :  Reference  is  here  made 
to  land  of  C.  A.  Miner. 

Councilman  Degen :  If  it  is  the  land  I 
have  in  mind,  it  is  a  piece  of  land  on  which 
stood  a  boathouse  and  the  Winslow  house. 
If  that  is  the  land  deeded  I  am  quite  sure  it 
has  never  been  before  the  city  council,  as  the 
committee  on  parks  declined  to  recommend 
taking  that  land.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  we 
do  not  know  what  we  are  voting  upon  1  move 
to  table  the  order. 

President  Knapp :  The  deed  is  dated  in 
1892. 

Councilman  Degen  :  Then  it  must  be  an- 
other tract.    I  withdraw  the  motion  to  table. 

The  order  was  then  unanimously  adopted 
by  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
common  sewers  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 


An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Dalby 
street,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  June  18  at  7.30 
o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on 
Monday,  June  25  at  7.45  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  lay- 
ing a  main  drain  between  Austin  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  June  18, 
at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen, 
and  on  Monday,  June  25,  at  7.45  o'clock  be- 
fore the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  between 
Dalby  and  Chapel  streets,  to  be  held  on  Mon- 
day, June  18,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday,  June  25, 
at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  between 
Rowe  and  Lexington  streets,  to  be  held  on 
Monday,  June  18,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday,  June  25, 
at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Degen  presented  a  petition 
from  E.  A.  Ellis  and  others  for  a  crosswalk 
on  Centre  street.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

Councilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
Moses  G.  Crane  and  others  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Duncklee  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Moses  G.  Crane  and 
others  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Saxon  road.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Moses  G.  Crane  and 
others  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Fisher  avenue.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

Councilman  Briston  presented  an  order  in- 
structing the  committee  on  parks  to  report 
relative  to  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation-i  of  the  board  of  health  in 
regard  to  the  Boyd  pond  nuisance.  The 
order  was  adopted. 

President  Knapp  said  :  The  city  council 
having  accepted  the  invitation  to  attend  the 
Memorial  day  exercises,  carriages  will  leave 
City  Hall  on  that  day  at  I  o'clock.  It  is  the 
wish  of  the  mayor  and  the  military  committee 
that  as  many  members  as  possible  attend  the 
exercises. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8. 1 5  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Hattield. 
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A  special  meeting  of  bolh  branches  of  the 
city  council  having  been  called  by  the  mayor 
President  Knapp  called  the  common  council 
to  order  at  7.30  o'clock  on  Friday,  June  8, 
with  these  members  present :  Councilmen 
Briston,  Wing,  Green,  Savage,  Bullard,  Hat- 
field, Childs,  Ross,  Degen,  Parker  and  Weed. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  petition  from  Dr.  E.  F.  Newton  by  his 
attorney  for  damages  caused  by  construction 
of  sewer,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

A  petition  from  E.  L.  Richards  and  other 
firemen  for  compensation  at  §2. 50  a  day  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  fire  department. 

A  petition  from  John  D.  Forbes  and  others 
for  sewer  in  private  way  off  Freeman  street, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  J.  C.  Elms,  Jr.,  for  side- 
walks on  Elmhurst  road,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  E.  P.  Bosson  and  others  for 
sidewalks  on  Hillside  street,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Madison  Bunker  for  edge- 
stones  on  Park  street,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  C.  F.  Eddy  for  sidewalks 
on  Parsons  street,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

A  petition  from  E.  R.  Tarl)ell  and  others 
for  crosswalk  on  Standish  street,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  G.  A.  Smith  and  others  for 
the  laying  out,  grading  and '  acceptance  of 
Collins  road,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  J.  C.  Elms  and  others  for  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Elm- 


hurst road,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  J.  C.  Cahill  and  others  for 
street  watering  on  Lexington  street,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  William  C.  Cogswell  and 
others  for  street  lights  on  Paul  street,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

A  petition  from  Carrie  M.  Ritchie  for  a 
sidewalk  on  Newtonville  avenue,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  N.  T.  Allen  and  forty  others 
that  Elm  street  be  widened  to  a  width  of  fifty 
feet,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fa- 
vorable to  a  sewer  in  Beech  street,  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fa- 
vorable to  a  sewer  in  Faxon  street,  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fa- 
vorable to  a  sewer  in  River  street,  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  certain  sidewalks  and  crosswalks, 
was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
relative  to  the  discontinuance  of  a  portion  of 
Beacon  street,  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
recommending  the  assessments  of  betterments 
amounting  to  S9650  on  the  laying  out  of  high- 
ways at  Cheesecake  brook  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
recommending  the  assessments  of  betterments 
amounting  to  S6433.34  on  account  of  widen- 
ing, deepening  and  straightening  Cheesecake 
brook,  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
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the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in 
concurrence  or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

An  order  for  the  display  of  flags  on  public 
buildings  and  for  the  closing  of  City  Hall  on 
Monday,  June  18. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  relative  to  locomotive  whistles  on 
the  New  York  &  New  England  railroad  at 
Xewton  Upper  Falls  was  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  expenditure  of 
$400  for  the  purchase  of  new  hose. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  expenditure  of 
$250  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  horse  for  the 
fire  department,  to  be  taken  from  any  unex- 
pended balances  or  from  the  taxes  for  1894. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended. 

Councilman  Weed  said  :  What  advantage 
is  to  be  gained  in  suspending  the  rules  on 
every  order  that  would  be  laid  over?  When 
an  order  might  lay  over  without  injury  I  think 
the  rules  should  govern  the  case. 

Councilman  Savage :  It  is  very  urgent  that 
a  horse  be  provided  immediately  in  the  fire 
department.  Indeed,  there  should  be  two, 
for  one  cannot  be  depended  upon,  and  an- 
other is  too  old.  This  money  will  provide 
for  the  exchange  of  both  of  these  horses.  It 
is  in  the  interest  of  economy,  for  we  now 
have  to  pay  $1.75  a  day  for  a  horse  to  use. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  don't  see  why  this 
should  come  out  of  the  taxes  for  1894. 

President  Knapp :  For  the  purchase  of 
one  horse  when  horses  are  so  low  this  sum 
seems  pretty  large. 

Councilman  Parker :  A  horse  that  can  be 
bought  for  less  than  $250  is  not  the  kind  we 
need  in  the  fire  department. 

President  Knapp :  It  seems  a  pretty  good 
price  to  pay  for  a  horse  just  now. 

Councilman  Savage  :  The  order  does  not 
say  that  we  shall  expend  that  sum.  If  we 
need  to  we  may;  if  not,  we  can  turn  back 
what  is  not  needed.  The  order  is  for  the 
purchase  of  one  horse,  but  the  money  is  for 
the  exchange  of  two  horses. 

Councilman  Weed :    I  can't  see  why  the 


money  can't  come  out  of  the  regular  appro- 
priation for  the  fire  department. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  put, 
and  declared  defeated. 

Councilman  Parker  doubted  the  vote. 

A  rising  vote  sustained  the  first  ruling,  and 
the  order  went  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  $750  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  horse  and  new  hose  for  the  fire 
department  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  adopted  authorizing  the 
mayor  to  sign  an  agreement  with  the  City  of 
Boston  relative  to  the  laying  of  water  pipes 
in  a  portion  of  the  Newton  central  boulevard 
by  that  city. 

An  order  appropriating  $1325  for  the  set- 
tlement of  various  claims  to  be  charged  to 
miscellaneous  expenses,  and  to  come  out  of 
taxes  for  1894  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  $951  for  water 
pipes  in  Cornell  street  and  Owettonna  road 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  discontinuing  a  portion  of  land 
in  Gasometer  court  recently  taken  for  sewer 
purposes  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Mt.  Vernon  and  River  streets,  and  through 
private  land  near  Suffolk  road  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
in  various  streets  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  making  assessments  on  account  of 
the  laying  out  of  highways  at  Cheesecake 
brook  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  making  a.ssessments  on  account  of 
the  widening,  .straightening  and  deepening  of 
Cheesecake  brook  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Beech 
street,  to  be  held  on  June  19  at  7.30  o'clock 
before  the  board  of  aldermen,  rend  on  June 
25  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Faxon 
street,  to  be  held  on  June  19,  at  7.30  o'clock 
before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  June 
25,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
widening  of  Washington  street  by  the  estates 
of  Charles  Harrington  and  others  to  a  width 


41 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  JUNE  8,    1 894. 


of  seventy-five  feet,  to  be  held  on  June  19  at 
7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of  aldermen, 
and  on  June  25  at  7.45  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  that  all  sums  hereafter  expended 
in  settling  claims  for  damages  arising  from 
sewer  construction  be  charged  to  the  sewer 
construction  account  was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $767  for  water 
pipes  in  various  streets  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
J.  W.  Scandlin  and  others  for  a  street  light 
on  Walnut  street.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

An  order  appropriating  $750  for  placing 


municipal  wires  underground  in  Centre  street 
was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Weed  :  Are  these  wires  to  go 
in  a  conduit  already  built? 

President  Knapp :  I  understand  such  to 
be  the  case,  the  wires  to  go  in  conduits  re- 
served for  them. 

Councilman  Parker,  of  the  committee  on 
fire  department,  said  :  The  wires  will  go  in 
a  conduit  already  built. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote — 12  yeas,  2  absent. 

An  order  authorizing  the  committee  on  fuel 
and  street  lights  to  advertise  and  contract  for 
2000  tons  of  coal  was  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  in  various  streets  was  given  a 
second  reading  and  adopted. 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  when  the 
council  adjourned  it  should  be  to  meet  on 
Monday  evening,  June  25,  at  7.30  o'clock, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.21  o'clock. 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  on  Tuesday  evening,  June 
12,  at  7.30  o'clock,  by  President  Knapp,  with 
the  following  councilmen  present:  Messrs. 
Briston,  Wing,  Savage,  Bullard,  Hatfield, 
Childs,  Dickens,  Ross,  Degen,  Parker  and 
Weed. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  read- 
ing of  the  records  be  dispensed  with,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  meeting  had  l)een  called 
to  take  suitable  and  appropriate  action  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Chief  Bixby. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor. 

The    following   communication    from  the 
mayor  wa.=i  read  and  placed  on  file : 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council  : 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  announce  officially  the 
death  of  Henry  L.  Bixby,  chief  of  fire  depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Newton.  While  on  his 
way  to  a  fire  yesterday  afternoon,  he  received 
injuries  from  which  he  died  a  few  hours  later. 

Mr.  Bixby  had  been  connected  with  the  hre 
department  of  the  city  for  many  years  and 
was  appointed  chief  in  1878. 

Always  faithful  to  duty,  he  was  eminently 
fitted  for  the  responsible  position  he  held; 
and  the  signal  ability  he  always  displayed  in 
the  line  of  his  profession  gave  him  a  reputa- 
tion that  extended  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
city  and  of  the  commonwealth. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  during  the  last 
year  and  a  half  to  become  intimately  acquainted 
with  him,  and  I  learned  to  love  and  respect 
him,  not  only  for  his  kindly  nature  and  his 
personal  worth,  but  also  for  his  unswerving 
devotion  to  the  interest  of  the  city,  his  ster- 
ling integrity  and  his  fearlessness. 

In  his  death,  the  city  has  experienced  a 
great  loss,  and  the  vacancy  thereby  occasioned 
will  not  be  easy  to  fill. 

I  have  therefore  called  you  together  tonight 
to  take  such  action  as  you  may  deem  best. 

John  A.  Fenno, 

Mayor. 


Committee  Appointed. 

An  Older  was  received  from  the  aldermen 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  two 
aldermen  and  such  a  number  of  councilmen 
as  the  council  might  join,  to  draft  resolutions 
and  attend  to  such  duties  as  might  devolve 
upon  it.    The  order  was  adopted. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  chair 
appoint  three  members,  including  the  presi- 
dent, to  act  with  Messrs.  Hamilton  and 
Rumery  from  the  aldermen. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  President 
Knapp  appointed  Councilmen  Parker  and 
Bullard  to  serve  with  him  on  that  committee. 

A  Recess  and  Resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Degen  a  recess 
was  taken  at  7.58  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

On  reassembling  at  8.20  the  following  reso- 
lutions, reported  by  the  joint  select  committee, 
were  received  from  the  aldermen  and  lead  by 
the  clerk  : 

The  members  of  the  City  Council  of  New- 
tun  with  profound  sorrow  for  the  death  of 
Henry  Lyman  Bixby,  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, desire  to  make  some  expression  of  their 
appreciation  of  his  worth,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  in  his  death  the  City  of  New- 
ton has  lost  an  officer  who  was  ready  for  the 
first  stroke  of  an  alarm,  courageous  and  able 
at  the  place  of  action,  inspiring  confidence 
and  ready  obedience;  an  officer  familiar  with 
every  detail  of  his  department,  unassuming  in 
bearing  the  burden  of  great  responsibilities, 
enthusiastic  as  a  fireman. 

Resolved,  that  as  a  man  of  unsullied  reputa- 
tion, of  great  kindness  of  heart,  the  shafts  of 
criticism  were  unavailing  to  prevent  the  hon- 
est purposes  of  his  life  or  provoke  reply. 

Resolved,  that  the  City  Council  records  its 
deep  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  family  and 
voice  the  universal  sentiment  of  esteem  in 
which  the  deceased  was  held. 

Resolved,  that  on  Thursday  next,  the  flags 
of  all  staffs  and  public  buildings  be  placed  at 
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half  mast,  the  City  Hall  l>e  closed  during  the 
afternoon,  and  that  the  City  Council  attend 
the  funeral. 

Resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  placed 
upon  the  records  of  the  City  and  that  a  copy 
be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Councilman  BuUard  moved  that  a  rising 
vote  be  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Councilman  Briston  said :  Perhaps  no 
member  of  the  city  council  received  a  greater 
shock  at  hearing  of  the  accident  to  the  chief 
than  I  did,  for  only  ten  minutes  before  I  had 
been  in  conversation  with  him.    I  had  known 


him  for  many  years,  and  knew  him  as  a  loyal 
citizen,  a  tender  and  true-hearted  man.  He 
will  he  greatly  missed,  for  his  courage  and 
attention  to  details  often  inspired  those  who 
followed  him  in  his  duties.  I  second  the 
motion  for  a  rising  vote. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

On  a  rising  vote  the  resolutions  were  unan- 
imously adopted. 

President  Knapp  said  that  the  business  for 
which  the  special  meeting  was  called  having 
been  transacted,  no  other  business  would  be 
considered. 

The  council  adjourned  at  8.25  on  motion 
of  Councilman  Briston. 
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There  was  a  special  meeting  of  the  common 
council  on  Tuesday  evening,  June  19,  which 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  at 
7.30  o'clock.  Councilmen  Briston,  Wing, 
Green,  BuUard,  Hatlield,  Childs,  Ross,  Dickens 
and  Tolman  were  present. 

The  records  of  previous  meetings  were  read 
by  the  clerk  and  declared  approved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted"  upon  in 
concurrence : 

A  petition  from  John  Stearns  and  others  for 
the  acceptance  of  .Stearns  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Henry  E.  Cobb  and  217 
others  that  land  between  the  house  of  the 
Newton  Boat  club  and  the  Weston  bridge  be 
taken  by  the  city  for  a  public  park  was  re- 
ceived, and  ordered  tiled. 

Reports  Received. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
granting  leave  to  withdraw  to  petitioners  for 
sewers  in  Laurel  and  Water  streets  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  taking  land  for  a  sewer  between 
Beacon  street  and  Glen  avenue  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
sewers  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Efelby  street 
was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted"  upon  in 
concurrence : 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  on  the  Charles  river  between 
the  Newton  Boat  clul)'s  quarters  and  the  Wes- 
ton bridge  for  park  purposes,  to  be  held  on 


Thursday,  June  28,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  the  same  date  at 
7.30  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  for  hearings  June  28  for  the 
taking  of  land  between  Beacon  street  and 
Glen  avenue  for  sewer  purposes  was  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  petition  from 
J.  B.  Robson  for  a  sewer  in  Crafts  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Charles  W.  Lowell 
and  others  for  a  catchbasin  in  Lowell  street. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon : 

An  order  making  assessments  on  account  of 
the  laying  out  of  highways  at  Cheese  Cake 
brook. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  making  assessments  on  account  of 
the  widenirfg,  straightening  and  deepenmg  of 
Cheese  Cake  brook. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $951  for  water 
pipes  in  Cornell  street  and  Owettonna  road. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Mt.  Vernon  and  River  streets,  and  through 
private  land  near  Suffolk  road. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
in  various  streets  and  for  edgestones. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $750  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  horse  and  new  hose  for  the  fire 
department. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Childs  said:    I  opposed  the 
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suspension  of  the  rules  on  this  order  at  the 
last  meeting  because  I  felt  that  the  city  was 
paying  more  for  its  horses  than  is  being  paid 
by  private  individuals.  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
to  stop  this  business,  and  for  this  reason  I 
shall  oppose  the  order. 

A  yea  and  nay  vote  was  then  taken,  result- 
ing in  nine  yeas  and  one  nay,  four  absent,  and 
tht  order  failed  to  pass. 

An  order  appropriating  $1325  for  the  set- 
tlement of  various  claims  to  be  charged  to 
miscellaneous  expenses,  and  to  come  out  of 
taxes  for  1894. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  ten  yeas,  four 
absent. 

An  order  authorizing  the  expenditure  of 
$250  for  the  exchange  of  horses  for  the 
tire  department,  to  be  taken  from  any  unex- 
pended balances  or  from  the  taxes  for  1894. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Childs :  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  tire  committee  if  a  horse  has  not  already 
been  bought. 

President  Knapp  asked  Councilman  Dickens 
if  he  could  answer  the  question. 

Councilman  Dickens :  Yes.  There  is  one 
already  purchased.  There  is  only  one,  how- 
ever, and  we  have  got  to  have  two.  That  is, 
only  one  was  bought  before  this  order  was 
introduced. 

Councilman  Childs:  I  understood  that  one 
horse  had  been  bought  at  3i6i,  and  another 
at  $225.  That  is  why  I  asked  the  question. 
Why  should  a  committee  ask  to  have  more 
money  appropriated  than  they  need  to  spend  ? 

Councilman  Tolnian  :  Why  should  we  ap- 
propriate this  money  at  all?  If  the  committee 
can  purchase  horses  without  having  the  money 
to  pay  for  them  why  should  we  appropriate 
anything?  Then  it  seems  to  me  that  with 
horses  as  low  as  they  are  now  one  ought  to  he 
bought  that  would  answer  the  purpose  for  less 
than  S225. 

Councilman  Dickens :  I  think  that  S225  is 
a  little  too  much  to  pay  for  a  horse.  The 
horse  was  bought  by  Alderman  Plummer  and 
Councilman  Savage  of  the  fire  committee. 

Councilman  Childs :  I  can't  understand 
why  we  should  appropriate  more  money  than 
is  needed  to  pay  for  the  horse.  I  think  that 
Si 75  is  all  the  committee  should  be  allowed. 
That  would  give  them  Si 5  more  than  the 
horse  would  cost. 


President  Knapp :  If  only  S161  is  paid  for 
a  horse  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  will 
be  turned  back  to  the  city  treasury. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  think  that  this  order 
was  dated  and  acted  upon  by  the  aldermen 
before  the  purchase  of  a  horse,  and  the  order 
would  have  been  passed  by  the  council  had  it 
not  been  laid  over  under  the  rules,  and  it  was 
under  the  supposition  that  it  would  go  through 
that  the  horse  was  bought.  There  is  a  judi- 
cious use  of  the  money  appropriated  in  this 
city  for  the  purchase  of  horses.  We  have  very 
many  more  horses  worth  above  S225  than  we 
have  that  are  worth  less  than  that.  A  horse 
is  a  hard  article  to  buy  and  get  perfect  satis- 
faction. I  know  it  from  my  own  experience, 
and  I  think  that  Councilman  Childs  does,  too. 

Councilman  Childs:  I  agree  with  all  that 
Councilman  Ross  has  said.  I  am  satisfied 
with  Si 61  for  a  horse.  That  sum,  or  Si 75,  is 
not  an  extravagant  price  to  pay  for  a  good 
horse. 

Councilman  Briston  then  called  for  the 
question. 

A  yea  and  nay  vote  was  taken,  resulting  in 
seven  yeas,  three  nays,  four  absent,  and  the 
order  failed  to  pass. 

Want  a  Bathhouse. 

Councilman  Green  presented  an  order  in- 
structing the  board  of  health  to  report  upon 
the  advisability  of  constructing  a  city  bath- 
house, and  upon  the  location  for  the  same.  He 
said :  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  com- 
plaint of  late  that  boys  were  bathing  in  public 
places  along  the  Charles  river  between  W  ater- 
town  and  Waltham,  and  in  other  places,  not- 
ably BuUough's  pond.  I  think  that  some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  a  public  bath,  and 
hope  this  order  will  pass. 

Councilman  Tolman:  Have  you  any  par- 
ticular spot  in  which  the  bathhouse  should  be 
located? 

Councilman  Green  :  No.  That  is  for  the 
board  of  health  to  report  upon.  It  should  be 
located  at  some  convenient  spot  on  the  Charles 
river  or  upon  BuUoughs'  pond.  Boys  have 
been  caught  bathing  in  an  entirely  nude  con- 
dition in  both  of  these  places  lately.  I  have 
known  of  it  at  BuUoughs'  pond  within  a  few 
days. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  I  have  two  boys  who 
bathe  there.    Is  it  a  private  pond  ? 
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Councilman  Green  :  A  syndicate  owns  the 
land  around  the  pond. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

Additional  Petitions. 

The  following  additional  petitions  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence : 

.■\  petition  from  F.  H.  Racliffe  and  others 
that  Rice  street  he  watered  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  William  R.  Dupee  and  two 
others  for  gravel  sidewalks  on  Beacon  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

.-V  petition  from  .\rthur  C.  Farley  and  others 
for  the  rounding  of  the  corner  of  Central  street 
and  Woodland  avenue  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Frank  B.  Reed  for  a  sew- 
er in  Ware  street  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  George  D.  Harvey  and  others 
for  a  crosswalk  at  Central  street  and  Woodland 
avenue  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  H.  E.  Hurrage  and  others 
that  Exeter  street  be  laid  out,  graded  and 
accepted  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

.\  petition  from  H.  W.  Crowell  for  concrete 
sidewalk  on  Hunnewell  avenue  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

.■\  petition  from  Mary  M.  Poor  for  a  side- 
walk with  edgestones  on  Hillside  avenue  was 
referred  to  the  committee  sn  highways. 

A  petition  from  (jeorge  Frost  and  others  for 
the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Dartmouth  street  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  highways. 

Report  Accepted. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  report  from  the  highway  committee  rec- 
ommending that  a  portion  of  Beacon  street  be 
discontinued  was  accepted. 

Other  Orders. 

The  following  additional  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence : 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 


discontinuing  of  a  part  of  Beacon  street  abut- 
ting the  estate  of  Delia  Sullivan,  to  be  held 
on  Thursday,  June  28,  at  7.30  o'clock  before 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  the  same  date 
at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  for  the  display  of  the  national 
colors  on  public  buildings  on  Wednesday,  July 
4,  and  for  the  ringing  of  bells  for  one-half  hour 
at  noon  and  sunset. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  wa.s  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Councilman  Tolman  inquired  if  there  was 
any  way  in  which  to  restrict  the  use  of  cannon 
crackers  and  other  sleep  destroyers  before  3 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day. 

President  Knapp  replied  that  he  had  never 
been  able  to  learn  of  any  way. 

An  order  extending  term  of  payment  of 
Mague  meadow  assessments  was  adopted. 

.■\n  order  appropriating  $20,000  for  the  pay- 
ment of  land  damages  along  the  Newton  cen- 
tral boulevard  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee on  highways,  and  in  accordance  with 
agreements  signed  by  the  mayor. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  discontinuing  a  portion  of  the  land 
taken  for  sewer  purposes  in  Glen  avenue  was 
adopted. 

.■\n  order  appropriating  562,200  for  the  ac- 
cruing expenses  for  the  month  of  July  in  items 
as  follows : 

Almshouse  e.xpen.-ies  and  repairs  $300  00 

Armory  100  00 

Assessors'  department  1,800  00 

Board  of  health  i>5oo  00 

City  engineer's  department — 

Salaries  $500 
Incidentals  200  700  00 

City  hall  300  00 

Elections  500  00 

Fire  department — 

Salaries  4>500  00 

Keeping  horses  300  00 

Incidentals  200  00       5,000  00 

Highways — 

Curbing  200  00 

Drains  and  culverts  500  00 

General  repairs  6,000  00 

Gravel  land  100  00 

Land  damages  100  00 

Sidewalks  and  crossings  1,000  00 
Widening,  reconstruction 

and  improvements        3,000  00      10,900  00 
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Inspection  of  buildings  department 

Interest  on  city  loans,  permanent 

Interest  on  city  loans,  temporary 

Interest  on  sewer  bonds 

Interest  on  water  bonds 

Inspection  of  wires  department 

Miscellaneous 

Newton  Free  Library 

Parks  and  squares 

Police  department — 

Salaries  4,000  00 

Incidentals  200  00 

Poor  out  oi  almshouse 

Printing 

Public  property 

Registration  of  voters 

Salaries 

Schools — 

General  appropriation       13,000  00 
Incidentals  1,000  00  14,000  00 

Sewerage  maintenance  600  00 

Trimming  trees,  removing  caterpillars  100  00 

Soldiers'  relief  100  00 


100  00 
1,000  00 
500  00 
3,000  00 
5,000  00 
800  00 
200  00 
700  00 
100  00 


4,200  00 
1,000  00 

500  00 
1,800  00 

200  00 
i.ioo  00 


State  aid 

Street  light  department 

Water  maintenance — 

Salaries  800  00 

Labor  200  00 

Incidentals  200  00 

Water  meters  and  service  pipe — 

Salaries  100  00 

Labor  100  00 

Incidentals  100  00 

Water,  rebate  on  bills 

VVatering  streets  and  water  for  same 


100  00 
2,500  00 


1,200  00 


300  00 
100  00 
2,000  00 


Total  $62,200  00 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.55  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Briston. 
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A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  held  on  Monday  evening,  June  25,  Presi- 
dent Knapp  presiding.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  at  7.30  o'clock,  with  the  follow- 
ing members  present :  Councilmen  Briston, 
Wing,  Savage,  Green,  BuUard,  Hatfield, 
Childs,  Ross,  Parker,  Tolman,  Weed  and 
President  Knapp. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Hearings. 

Hearings  were  at  once  called  on  taking  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  the  following  streets  or 
ways : 

Between  Dalby  and  Chapel  streets.  No 
one  appeared. 

Between  Rowe  to  Lexington  street.  No 
one  appeared. 

In  Beech  street.    No  one  appeared. 

In  taxon  street.    No  one  appeared. 

On  taking  land  for  a  main  drain  from  Austin 
to  Washington  street.     No  one  appeared. 

.-V  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Dalby  street.  No 
one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  taking  of  land 
of  Charles  Harrington  and  others  for  the 
widening  of  Washington  street.  No  one 
appeared. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

.•Vn  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  sign  an 
agreement  with  the  City  of  Boston  relative  to 
the  use  of  a  parcel  of  land  corner  Bowduin 
and  Hillside  streets  for  a  park  was  adopted. 

.-V  petition  from  Frederick  Johnson  and  120 
others  for  the  laying  out  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  Newton  central  boulevard  upon  the 
Rowe  street  route  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  for  sewer  purposes  between  Dalby  and 
Chapel  streets. 


An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  of  Albert  Gay  and  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroad  for  a  main  drain. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  for  sewer  purposes  between  Rowe  and 
Lexington  streets. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  in  Beech  street  for  sewer  purposes. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  in  Faxon  street  for  sewer  purposes. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Dalby  street  as  a 
public  street. 

.An  order  was  adopted  for  the  widening  of 
Washington  street  to  75  feet  by  the  estate  of 
Charles  Harrington  and  others. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Dalby,  Faxon  and  Beech  streets,  between 
Dalby  and  Chapel  streets  and  between  Lexing- 
ton and  Rowe  streets  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  : 

An  order  appropriating  $767  for  the  laying 
of  water  pipes  in  private  way  off  Bourne  street 
and  in  Sewall  and  Sterling  streets  was  given  a 
second  reading  and  adopted. 

A  Suggestion. 

Councilman  Green  said  he  would  suggest  to 
the  committee  on  public  property  that  new 
attachments  be  placed  on  the  gas  fixtures  in 
the  council  chamber.  I  think,  said  he,  that 
the  first  cost  per  light  is  $2.25,  but  with  the 
new  burner  only  about  two  and  one-quarter 
feet  of  gas  would  be  consumed  an  hour, 
whereas  the  old  burners  consume  eight  feet. 
We  are  annoyed  quite  frequently  by  the  elec- 
tric light,  as  we  have  been  tonight.  We  can 
save  money  by  burning  gas,  and  there  is 
something  in  being  sure  of  having  light. 

President  Knapp :  Do  you  present  this  as 
an  order? 

Conucilman  Green :  No,  sir.  I  simply 
offer  it  as  a  suggestion. 

A  motion  was  made  that  when  the  council 
adjourned  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday  evetiing, 
June  28,  at  7.30  o'clock.  The  motion  was 
carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.04  o'clock. 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  on 
Thursday  evening,  June  28,  at  7.30  o'clock 
with  the  following  members  present :  Coun- 
cilmen  Briston,  Green,  Savage,  Bullard,  Hat- 
field, Ross,  Degen,  Tolman,  Weed  and  Presi- 
dent Knapp. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon : 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  main 
drains  and  common  sewers  in  Dalby,  Faxon 
and  Beech  streets,  between  Dalby  and  Chapel 
streets,  between  Rowe  and  Lexington  streets 
was  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

A  Hearing. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  the  hearing  on 
taking  land  at  Auburndale  for  park  purposes 
the  hearing  was  declared  open. 

Mr.  Francis  Blake  of  Weston  said  in  part : 
I  appear  in  favor  and  in  opposition  to  the  pe- 
tition. I  favor  the  purpose  of  the  city  in  pro- 
tecting and  preserving  the  banks  of  the  river. 
I  would  be  glad  to  give  my  interest  in  the 
land  if  that  was  the  only  purpose  of  the  peti- 
tion, but  I  understand  the  object  is  to  prevent 
nie  from  constructing  a  bridge  across  the 
river.  I  would  be  glad  to  give  the  strip  if  I 
could  reserve  a  right  of  way  and  the  building 
of  a  bridge  to  my  land  on  the  other  side,  but 
I  am  joint  owner  of  a  half  interest  in  this 
land  with  the  Boston  Athletic  association.  I 
have  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in  develop- 
ing my  property,  and  have  had  definite  plans 
in  view.  I  think  you  do  not  fully  appreciate 
the  magnitude  of  the  interests  affected.  I 
have  brought  plans  of  the  district  which  can 
be  seen  on  the  wall  of  the  council  room.  I 
have  made  large  expenditures  on  these  lands. 
I  want  to  see  the  river  banks  preserved,  and 


a  park  of  some  twenty  acres  or  more  was 
established  by  me  a  year  ago.  The  Boston 
Athletic  association  joined  with  me  in  placing 
restrictions  upon  this  and  their  own  grounds, 
so  that  if  it  shall  cease  to  be  used  for  athletic 
purposes  it  cannot  ever  be  used  for  a  commer- 
cial purpose.  If  this  land  is  taken  I  shall 
claim  very  substantial  damages. 

President  Parkman  of  the  Boston  Athletic 
association  said  :  As  far  as  we  are  concerned 
we  shall  be  willing  to  have  the  city  take  this 
land  if  we  are  allowed  to  construct  a  bridge 
and  maintain  approaches  to  it  so  that  we  may 
have  means  of  easy  access  to  our  land  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  We  appreciate  the 
desire  of  the  city  to  preserve  the  banks  of  the 
river.  We  have  joined  with  Mr.  Blake  in 
placing  restrictions  upon  the  property  which 
we  hold  jointly,  so  that  it  can  never  be  used 
for  mercantile  purposes.  We  would  be  glad 
to  have  you  take  this  strip  of  land  forty  or 
fifty  feet  wide  if  you  desire  to  do  so  for  the 
preservation  of  the  river  banks.  One  of  the 
main  impulses  of  this  movement,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  to  prevent  our  building  a  bridge 
across  the  river.  The  land  was  purchased 
with  the  intention  of  building  a  bridge.  The 
association  has  about  2000  members,  and  of 
those  who  visit  our  grounds  nine  out  of  ten 
will  come  to  Riverside  by  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany railroad.  From  this  point  there  will  be 
a  walk  of  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  to  our 
grounds  by  way  of  the  stone  bridge.  Having 
acquired  the  property  with  the  intention  of 
building  a  bridge  for  our  own  accommodation 
if  this  land  is  taken  for  park  purposes  and  to 
prevent  us  from  constructing  a  bridge  with 
suitable  approaches  we  shall  expect  the  pay- 
ment of  large  damages.  It  is  like  taking  a 
man's  front  door,  and  leaving  him  the  rest  of 
his  house.  He  can't  get  into  it,  unless  he 
goes  around.  Damages  in  such  cases  are 
not  simply  the  value  of  the  property  taken, 
but  also  the  damage  done  to  the  remainder  of 
the  property.  We  should  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  claiming  very  substantial  damages. 
W'e  propose  to  build  a  bridge  and  open  it  to 
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public  travel  for  pedestrians  and  carriages, 
and  to  maintain  it  as  a  private  way  until  such 
time  as  the  city  shall  see  wisdom  in  taking  it 
off  from  our  hands.  We  will  keep  the  en- 
trances and  approaches  to  the  bridge  open  to 
the  public.  Under  the  terms  of  our  purchase 
we  must  keep  this  land  open  forever.  We 
can't  sell  it  for  commercial  purposes.  I  will 
suggest  that  there  be  a  conference  of  com- 
mittees to  see  if  a  satisfactory  agreement  can- 
not be  reached. 

In  response  to  a  question  Mr.  Parkman  said 
that  they  intended  to  build  a  pile  bridge,  with 
a  plain  superstructure. 

Mr.  Blake :  I  have  had  two  plans  pre- 
pared. In  asking  for  plans  the  contractors 
were  instructed  to  provide  for  absolute  safety, 
because  4000  or  5000  people  may  be  upon  it 
at  one  time.  They  were  next  to  consider 
unobtrusiveness,  after  which  the  subject  of 
expense  should  receive  attention.  I  have  the 
plans  here  if  anyone  wishes  to  examine  them. 

The  next  few  minutes  were  occupied  in  ex- 
amining the  plans,  after  which  Mr.  Blake 
said :  We  are  ready  to  put  up  an  iron  bridge, 
although  it  will  cost  us  four  times  as  much. 
We  appreciate  the  objection  by  the  Xewton 
Boat  club.  This  iron  bridge  would  not  spoil 
the  view  from  the  boathouse. 

Replying  to  a  question  Mr.  Parkman  said 
that  the  plan  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
had  not  been  fully  settled  upon  until  recently. 

President  Knapp :  You  say  that  if  the  city 
takes  this  land  and  cuts  you  off  from  an  ap- 
proach to  the  proposed  bridge  it  will  result  in 
serious  damage.  It  is  but  a  year  ago  that  you 
purchased  this  property,  when  you  were  with- 
out any  material  chance  of  building  a  bridge. 
How  do  you  reconcile  these  conditions? 

.Mr.  Parkman:  I  am  free  to  admit  that  the 
matter  of  a  bridge  has  come  to  a  head  within 
the  past  six  weeks. 

President  Knapp :  I  spoke  of  this  because 
you  said  there  would  be  very  heavy  damage. 
How  could  this  be  when  you  had  no  definite 
plan  up  to  the  time  there  was  a  movement  on 
foot  to  have  this  land  taken  for  park  purposes? 

Mr.  Parkman  :  I  am  reminded  by  our  vice 
president  that  a  bridge  was  shown  upon  the 
plans  when  we  bought  this  land.  We  sup- 
posed all  we  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  get 
the  county  commissioners  to  make  a  move. 

President  Knapp  :    If  you  could. 

Mr.  Parkman :    We  have  since  found  out 


our  mistake,  as  the  county  commissioners  have 
no  authority  in  Newton. 

President  Knapp :  That  has  been  so  for  a 
long  time.  It  appears  to  be  a  pretty  good 
law. 

Councilman  Uegen :  When  the  bridge  and 
its  approaches  are  completed  would  you  have 
any  objections  to  turning  them  over  to  the 
city? 

Mr.  Parkman?  I  think  there  would  be  no 
objection.  I  think  Mr.  Blake  can  answer  that 
question. 

Mr.  Blake :  We  would  be  delighted  to  do 
that. 

Vice  President  Shaw  also  appeared  in  be- 
half of  the  Boston  .\thletic  association. 

Mr.  Blake  said  that  eight  years  ago  he  had 
plans  prepared,  at  that  time  supposing  all  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  go  to  the  county 
commissioners  to  secure  authority  to  construct 
the  bridge. 

President  A.  B.  Cobb  of  the  Newton  Boat 
club  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners.  He 
said :  I  represent  a  club  having  a  member- 
ship of  300,  and  appear  in  behalf  of  200  peti- 
tioners. These  petitioners  represent  millions 
of  dollars  of  property  in  Newton,  —  not  in 
Weston.  I  very  much  regret  having  to  ap- 
pear in  opposition  to  plans  of  the  Boston  Ath- 
letic association.  The  athletic  association  had 
no  idea  of  building  a  bridge  until  the  question 
was  raised  of  preserving  the  banks  of  the 
river.  This  taking  the  land  for  park  purposes 
is  not  a  new  question.  The  citizens  of  Au- 
burndale  are  very  generally  in  favor  of  it. 
Such  a  bridge  as  is  favored  by  the  remon- 
strants is  hardly  necessary.  The  advantages 
to  be  gained  by  the  city  in  taking  this  strip  of 
land  is  beyond  any  possible  advantage  to  the 
Newton  Boat  club. 

No  one  else  wishing  to  be  heard  the  hear- 
ing was  closed. 

At  8.30  a  recess  was  taken  on  motion  of 
Councilman  Weed,  subject  to  call  of  the  chair. 

To  Purchase  a  School  Lot. 

On  reassembling  at  9.10  Councilman  Briston 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  that 
original  business  might  be  presented,  and  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Tolman  presented  an  order  ap- 
propriating 512,078.50  for  purchase  of  71,050 
square  feet  of  land  on  Watertown  and  Edin- 
boro  streets  for  school  purposes. 
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Councilman  Green  inquired  if  the  committee 
on  public  property  had  made  any  recommen- 
dation relative  to  the  purchase  of  a  school  lot 
in  Newtonville. 

Councilman  Briston :  The  committee  has 
recommended  the  purchase  of  a  lot  at  Water- 
town  and  Edinboro  streets,  containing  71,050 
square  feet. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Ross :  Councilman  Briston  was 
in  error  in  stating  that  the  public  property 
committee  had  recommended  the  purchase  of 
the  lot.  It  was  to  have  been  acted  upon  at  an 
adjourned  meeting,  but  was  not  taken  up. 

Councilman  Green :  If  it  is  in  advance  of 
a  report  I  do  not  wish  to  force  the  matter.  I 
want  to  use  the  committee  with  courtesy. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  am  a  member  of 
that  committee,  but  was  absent  from  the  ad- 
journed meeting.  I  supposed  it  was  all  right, 
for  this  order  was  handed  me  to  present  this 
evening. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading, 
and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  10  yeas,  4 
absent. 

Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  from  Glen  avenue  southerly. 
No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  discontinuing  a  por- 
tion of  Beacon  street  abutting  the  estate  of 
Delia  Sullivan.    No  one  appeared. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  concur- 
rence or  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

A  communication  relative  to  claim  of  Hor- 
ton  and  Low  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

A  petition  from  Carter  and  others  for  one 
street  Hght  on  Faxon  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  petition  from  W.  L.  Whitney,  Jr.,  for  a 
sewer  in  Waban  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  J.  H.  Wright  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Watertown  and  Nevada  streets 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  the  Newton  Real  Estate 
association  for  concrete  sidewalks  on  Wash- 


ington and  Walnut  streets  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  George  Bullen  and  others 
that  a  private  way  off  Centre  street  be  called 
Ripley  place  was  read  and  filed. 

A  report  for  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  constructing  certain  side  walks  was 
received. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  committee 
on  fire  deparment  rcommending  that  the  pay 
of  drivers  in  the  fire  department  be  estab- 
lished at  $2.50  per  day,  to  take  effect  January 
I,  1895.  Accepted. 

Councilman  BuUard:  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Can  we  do  business  without  the  pres- 
ence of  a  quorum? 

President  Knapp :    The  point  is  well  taken. 

At  this  point  the  atisent  member  returned, 
and  business  was  resumed. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  fuel  and 
street  lights  favorable  to  certain  street  lights 
was  accepted. 

An  order  for  the  installation  of  certain 
street  lights  was  received. 

President  Knapp :  Will  Councilman  Bul- 
lard  request  the  presence  of  a  quorum? 

The  direction  was  complied  with  and  the 
order  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  payment  of 
$1202.50  to  the  widow  of  the  late  chief  of  the 
fire  department  and  inspector  of  wires  as  sal- 
ary for  the  balance  of  the  year,  was  received. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  move  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  on  all  business  this  evening, 
as  we  shall  probably  not  meet  again  until 
September. 

Councilman  Green  :  I  understand  that  we 
shall  meet  again  next  Monday  night. 

Councilman  Tolman :  Then  I  withdraw 
the  motion. 

An  order  was  adopted  discontinuing  a  por- 
tion of  Beacon  street. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  sign  an 
agreement  with  Delia  Sullivan  relative  to  dis- 
continuing a  portion  of  Beacon  street  was 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  messenger  to 
furnish  the  heads  of  departments  with  postage 
and  supplies  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  fixing  the  pay  of  drivers  in  the  fire 
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department  at  S2.50  a  day  after  January  i, 
1895,        l^''^        under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  at  Lake  and  Xor\vood  avenues 
on  Crystal  lake  for  park  purposes,  to  be  held 
on  September  10  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  the  same  date  at 
7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  authorizing  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  to  cause  the  removal  of  a 
fence  in  front  of  the  new  Congregational 
church  on  Walnut  street,  and  the  erection  of 
such  a  fence  as  he  might  deem  necessary. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  receive 
$1721  from  George  A.  Blaney  and  another  on 
account  of  the  construction  of  the  central 
boulevard,  and  payment  of  same  to  D.  H. 
Ryan  and  Michael  Corcoran  for  land  damages, 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S3604  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  certain  streets  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Glen  avenue  southerly  from  Bea- 
con street  was  adopted. 


An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sidewalks  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  594,100  for  accru- 
ing municipal  expenses  for  August  and  .Sep- 
tember was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  widening  of  certain  parts  of 
Washington  street,  between  Lincoln  park  and 
Newton  was  accepted. 

An  order  placing  the  laborers  in  all  city  de- 
partments under  the  rules  of  the  state  civil 
service  commission,  and  appropriating  the  un- 
expended balance  of  S200  for  that  purpose, 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S2250  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  lands  near  Crystal  lake  from 
Emetine  H.  Crane,  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  when  the 
council  adjourned  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
July  2,  at  7.15  o'clock,  and  the  motion  was 
carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  9.36  on  motion  of  Councilman 
BuUard. 
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City  of  Newton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  July  2,  1894. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  common  coun- 
cil was  called  to  order  at  7.30  o'clock  on 
Monday  night,  July  2,  by  Councilman  Weed, 
in  the  absence  of  President  Knapp.  The  fol- 
lowing members  were  present :  Councilmen 
Briston,  Green,  Savage,  BuUard,  Hatfield, 
Childs,  Ross,  Degen,  Parker,  Tolman  and 
Weed. 

The  first  business  of  the  evening  was  the 
election  of  a  president  pro  tem. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  Councilman 
Weed  serve  as  chairman. 

Councilman  Weed  :  The  election  must  be 
by  ballot. 

Councilman  Green  :  I  move  that  the  clerk 
cast  one  ballot. 

Councilman  Weed:  I  much  prefer  that 
gentlemen  cast  their  own  votes. 

The  chair  then  appointed  Councilmen  De- 
gen and  Green  to  collect  and  count  ballots. 
The  vote  resulted  in  10  for  Councilman  Weed 
and  I  for  Councilman  Green,  and  Councilman 
Weed  was  declared  elected. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  message  informing  the  council  that  the 
upper  board  had  failed  to  concur  in  the  order 
for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Watertown  and 
Edinboro  streets  for  a  school  lot  because  no 
money  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  was 
read  and  filed. 

The  report  of  the  inspector  of  buildings  on 
the  condition  of  the  several  school  buildings 
in  the  city  was  read  and  accepted. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  the 
widening  of  Washington  street,  between  Lin- 
coln park,  West  Newton,  and  the  railroad 


crossing  at  Newton,  to  be  held  at  7.30  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  September  10. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  Charles  S.  Davis  for  a  concrete  sidewalk 
on  Lake  avenue.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

Also,  a  petition  from  George  W.  Morse  and 
others  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Morton  street.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

Councilman  Degen  presented  a  petition 
from  William  Macomber  and  others  for  a 
crosswalk  on  Pelham  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence  : 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  appropriating  $94,100  for  the  ac- 
cruing municipal  expenses  for  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  in  items  as  follows : 

Almshouse  expenses  and  repairs  $800  00 

Armory  200  00 

Assessors'  department  3i50°  °° 

Board  of  health  3,600  00 

City  engineer's  department — 

Salaries  $ii5oo 
Incidentals  200       1,700  00 

City  hall  i.ooo  00 

Elections  300  00 

Fire  department — 

Salaries  6,000  00 

Keeping  horses  900  00 

Incidentals  200  00       7,100  00 

Highways — 

Curbing  500  00 

Drains  and  culverts  1,600  00 
General  repairs  12,000  00 

Gravel  land  100  00 

Sidewalks  and  crossings  4,000  00 
Widening,  reconstruction 
and  improvements       6,000  00     24,200  00 
Newton  Free  Library  2,000  00 

Parks  and  squares  300  00 

Police  department — 

Salaries  3.5°°  00 

Incidentals  1,000  00   4,500  00 

Poor  out  of  almshouse  1,300  00 
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500  00 
3,000  00 

300  00 
2,000  00 

i6,coo  00 
2,000  00  18,000  00 
1,000  00 
300  00 
300  00 
5,000  00 

2,000  00 
600  00 

400  00    3,000  00 

500  00 
300  00 

200  00     T  ,000  00 

200  00 

;ame  4,000  00 


Printing 
Public  property 
Registration  of  voters 
Salaries 
Schools — 

General  appropriation 

Incidentals 
Sewerage  maintenance 
Soldiers'  relief 
State  aid 

Street  light  department 

Water  maintenance — 
Salaries 
Labor 
Incidentals 

Water  meters  and  service  pipe- 
Salaries 
Labor 
Incidentals 

Water,  rebate  on  bills 

Watering  streets  and  water  for 

Total 


An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  instructing  the  city  messenger  to  fur- 
nish postage  stamps  and  supplies  to  the  heads 
of  departments  a  f  ter  July  1 ,  1 894,  to  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  $150  per  month. 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  authorizing  the  committee  on  fuel  and 
street  lights  to  contract  for  the  following 
street  lights:  One  arc  light  on  Beacon  street; 
three  incandescent  lights  on  Gardner  street; 
three  incandescent  lights  on  Ware  road;  seven 
incandescent  lights  on  Parker  street;  two  gas 
lights  on  Pearl  street;  one  gas  light  on  Wood- 
land road;  one  oil  lamp  on  Allison  street,  one 
on  Crescent  square,  one  at  the  corner  of  Dudley 
and  Greenwood  streets,  one  at  the  corner  of 
Brookline  and  Newton  streets,  one  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Brookline  and  Dudley  streets,  one  at 
the  corner  of  Dedham  and  Greenwood  streets, 
one  at  the  corner  of  Dedham  and  Brookline 
streets,  and  three  on  Dedham  street. 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to  re- 
ceive from  George  A.  Blaney  and  another  the 
sum  of  S1721,  and  pay  the  same  to  Michael 
Corcoran  and  Dennis  Ryan  for  land  dam- 
ages on  account  of  construction  of  the 
boulevard. 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted,  appropriating  $3604  for  laying  water 
pipes  in  Cherry  street  and  off  Cherry  street,  in 
Fairfax  street,  and  in  Prince  and  Homer 
streets. 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  for  sidewalks  and  edgestones  as  fol- 


lows: Concrete  sidewalk  with  edgestones 
on  Parsons  street,  edgestones  on  Park  st  reel, 
and  sidewalks  with  edgestones  on  Elmhurst 
road  and  Newtonville  avenue. 

An  order  appropriating  S2250  for  the  pur- 
chase of  18,000  square  feet  of  land  from  Em- 
eline  H.  Crane  on  Lake  avenue  and  Crystal 
lake  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire of  Councilman  Ross  for  the  particulars 
of  this  matter,  so  that  I  may  know  what  I  am 
voting  on. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  have  here  plans  of 
the  land  to  be  purchased.  It  is  directly  in 
front  of  Mr.  Crane's  house.  When  the  street 
was  laid  out  it  was  laid  over  so  far  that  there 
has  not  been  room  to  build  a  sidewalk  on  the 
lake  side  of  the  street,  and  the  only  way  that 
this  can  be  done  is  to  buy  this  strip  of  land. 
There  is  nearly  18,700  in  the  strip,  and  Mr. 
Crane  has  been  offered  and  refused  to  take 
twenty-three  cents  a  foot  for  it  this  spring. 
There  is  a  part  of  the  shore  that  is  wide 
enough  for  a  little  park,  and  the  land  is  worth 
more  than  we  shall  pay  for  it.  Mr.  Crane 
contributes  twelve  and  one-half  cents  a  foot 
and  asks  the  city  to  contribute  twelve  and 
one-half  cents  a  foot.  Mr.  Crane  has  been 
the  president  of  the  improvement  society  at 
the  Highlands  for  a  long  time,  and  there  is 
some  money  in  the  treasury,  but  Mr.  Crane 
prefers  to  have  that  money  spent  on  improve- 
ments, so  he  offers  to  give  one-half  the  cost  of 
this  land.  He  has  been  offered  twenty-two 
cents  for  all  the  shore  line  only  this  spring, 
and  there  are  those  who  stand  ready  at  any 
time  to  pay  that. 

Councilman  Tolman:  What  is  the  assessed 
valuation? 

Councilman  Ross :  It  is  probably  assessed 
low,  as  most  property  is.  I  don't  know  how 
much  it  is  assessed  for.  The  improvement 
association  hopes  to  raise  a  good  deal  to  im- 
prove this  tract.    It  will  contribute  its  share. 

Councilman  Tolman :  Does  Mr.  Crane  or 
the  improvement  association  contribute  this 
twelve  and  one-half  cents? 

Councilman  Ross :  Mr.  Crane  himself.  He 
does  it  in  order  that  the  money  belonging  to 
the  society  may  be  expended  on  improve- 
ments. The  city  will  not  be  asked  to  spend 
any  more  than  the  association  will  contribute 
as  its  share. 

Councilman  Tolman:    That  is  all  I  wished 
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to  ask.  I  wanted  to  understand  the  basis  of 
the  transaction. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  11  yeas,  3  absent. 

An  order  placing  all  laborers  in  the  employ 
of  the  city  under  the  rules  of  the  state  civil 
service  commission  was  given  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Councilman  Degen :  I  would  like  to  vote 
for  this  order  if  I  knew  what  it  was  for.  I 
do  not  understand  why  street  laborers  should 
be  put  under  the  state  civil  service  commis- 
sion. I  would  like  some  information  before  a 
vote  is  taken,  so  that  I  may  vote  intelligently. 

Councilman  Hatfield  :  I  presume  the  pur- 
pose of  this  order  is  to  put  all  laborers  on  the 
same  basis  as  those  employed  in  the  highway 
department.  This  saves  the  superintendent 
much  labor  and  annoyance.  It  also  removes 
all  chance  of  favoritism.  It  has  worked 
well. 

Councilman  Degen  :  Alderman  Bothfeld 
has  just  told  me  that  the  men  will  be  required 
to  register  to  show  that  they  are  citizens  and 
qualified  to  do  certain  work. 

Councilman  Ross:  Alderman  Bothfeld  is 
present,  and  I  move  that  he  be  invited  to  ex- 
plain the  objects  of  the  order. 

President  Pro  Tem  Weed :  The  council 
will  be  glad  to  hear  from  Alderman  Bothfeld. 

.-Vlderman  Bothfeld :  Councilman  Degen 
has  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  order. 
Three  or  four  months  ago  the  laborers  of  the 
highway  department  and  of  the  water  board 
were  placed  under  practically  the  same  rules. 
This  order  applies  to  men  who  are  not  now 
registered,  so  that  it  will  not  affect  those  de- 
partments. Preferences  are  given,  first  to 
veterans  of  the  army  and  navy,  second  to  men 
having  families,  and  third  to  those  possessing 
the  best  qualifications  for  the  work  required. 
This  system  has  been  tried  in  Cambridge  and 
Boston,  and  elsewhere,  and  has  met  with  ap- 
proval. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

Other  Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

Other  papers  were  received  from  the  board 
of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence,  as 
follows : 

A  petition  from  Mary  E.  Fuller  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Shaw  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Mrs.  J.  C.  Thomas  and 


others  for  the  watering  of  Exeter  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  fire  department 
for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1894,  submit- 
ted by  W.  B.  Randlett,  acting  chief,  was 
accepted. 

An  order  was  received  rescinding  an  order 
relative  to  payment  for  construction  of  a  main 
drain  from  near  Hammond  street  through  the 
Newton  Centre  Playground,  and  authorizing 
the  city  treasurer  to  sell  two  notes  of  the 
city  for  §10, 000  each,  and  one  note  for  $13,- 
000,  to  run  ten  years,  and  bearing  4  per  cent 
interest,  for  the  construction  of  such  main 
drain. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading, 
and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  1 1  yeas,  3 
absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $400 
from  unexpended  balances,  or  to  be  taken 
from  the  tax  levy  for  1 894,  for  temporary 
police  service. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  Is  this  S400  for  ser- 
vice already  rendered,  or  for  services  con- 
templated? 

President  Pro  Tem  Weed :  I  could  not  tell 
you. 

Councilman  Green :  It  is  to  provide  ad- 
ditional protection  on  the  night  before  the 
Fourth. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  10  yeas,  4  absent. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Briston  a  recess 
was  taken  at  8.30  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

A  Long  Recess. 

On  reassembling  at  9.30  additional  papers 
were  received  from  the  board  of  aldermen 
and  acted  upon. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  71,050  square  feet  of  land  on  Water- 
town  and  Edinboro  streets  for  a  school  lot,  at 
an  expense  not  to  exceed  $12,078.50,  and  ap- 
propriating that  sum  for  the  purpose. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Green:  This  is  practically  the 
same  order  that  was  passed  at  the  last  meeting 
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of  the  council,  having  been  presented  in  a 
new  draft.  There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  adopted.  If  any  member  has 
any  reason  for  opposing  it  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  answer  any  question. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  1 1  yeas,  3  absent. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  sale 
of  twelve  bonds  of  a  denomination  of  Siooo 
each,  to  run  for  twenty  years  at  4  per  cent,  to 
be  called  the  Newtonville  school  loan,  for  the 
purchase  of  71,050  square  feet  of  land  for  a 
school  lot,  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
procure  plates  for  the  bonds,  and  providing 
for  their  registration. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Concilman  Green :  I  would  like  to  have 
the  order  laid  on  the  table  if  there  is  any 
reason  for  it.  I  would  like  to  know  the  object 
of  the  motion. 

Councilman  Tolman :  So  that  the  order 
might  go  back  to  the  aldermen,  as  it  is  stated 
that  the  lot  can  be  purchased  for  less. 

Councilman  Green  :  The  passage  of  the 
order  does  not  hinder  the  payment  of  a 
smaller  sum  than  $12,000. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  I  am  informed  that 
Alderman  Flummer  has  an  offer  of  the  lot  for 
Sio,oco. 

Councilman  Green  :  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  public  property  committee  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  see  no  reason  for  allowing 
further  delay.  I  do  not  believe  that  anyone 
can  purchase  this  lot  for  less  than  it  has  been 
offered  to  the  city.  Every  possible  way  has 
been  tried  to  get  a  low  price  on  it.  The 
owner  has  been  dined,  and  as  low  a  price 
obtained  as  could  be  got.  I  know  Mr. 
Knowles,  and  he  is  a  very  sharp  man.  He  is 
as  sharp  as  any  man  I  ever  had  dealings  with, 
and  I  do  not  beUeve  he  would  sell  the  lot  any 
less  than  he  has  offered  it  to  the  committee.  I 
was  in  the  other  room  when  this  order  was 
under  discussion,  and  Alderman  Plummer 
asked  questions  about  it,  but  made  no  claim 
that  it  had  been  offered  to  him  for  a  less  sum; 
that  was  the  time  for  him  to  make  the  state- 
ment, but  he  said  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
was  told  that  this  sort  of  a  trick  would* be 
played  here  tonight.    There  is  an  Ethiopian 


in  the  woodpile,  and  I  think  I  know  who  he 
is,  and  why  this  delay  is  urged. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote,  II  yeas,  3  absent. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  55,000  square  feet  of  land  on  Web- 
ster street  and  Oak  avenue,  West  Newton,  fur 
a  school  lot,  and  appropriating  Sll.ooo  for  its 
purchase. 

Counilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading 

Councilman  lolman:  A  former  offer  of 
the  owner  of  this  land  was  to  sell  the  whole 
lot  for  518,000;  while  we  had  it  under  con- 
sideration, the  price  was  raised  to  S20,coo  for 
the  same  land,  when  we  concluded  not  to  take 
the  whole  of  the  lot  we  were  given  a  price  at 
twenty  cents  a  foot,  or  at  the  rate  of  532,000 
for  the  same  land  that  was  at  first  offered  for 
$18,000.  It  looks  to  me  like  a  decided  roast 
to  the  city.  I  don't  believe  in  buying  the  lot 
at  all.    There  is  other  land  that  can  be  had. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  I  dislike  very  much 
to  appear  in  opposition  to  this  order.  I  can- 
not vote  for  the  order  as  it  is.  I  will  give  you 
some  of  my  reasons.  There  are  other  lots 
more  favorably  situated,  and  that  can  be  had 
for  a  less  price,  for  one-half  as  much  money. 
I  refer  to  a  lot  on  Cherry  street,  which  you 
could  see  from  the  windows  of  this  room  if  it 
were  not  dark.  If  the  school  is  removed 
from  the  Pierce  school  lot  to  the  Webster 
street  lot  it  moves  the  school  from  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  centre  of  population,  and  from 
what  will  be  the  centre  of  population.  The 
lot  on  Cherry  street  contains  about  68,000 
square  feet,  and  the  committee  would  not  con- 
sider it  at  all.  It  was  said  that  the  lot  was 
not  large  enough,  and  that  it  was  so  near  the 
police  station  it  would  be  objectionable.  I 
admit  that  a  twelve-room  schoolhouse  such  as 
is  recommended  can  be  located  upon  this  lot. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  any  twelve-room  build- 
ing. I  believe  in  smaller  schools  and  more  of 
them.  I  should  say  that  a  ten-room  school- 
house  was  as  large  as  should  be  built,  includ- 
ing the  hall  at  that.  I  believe  that  such  a 
building  can  be  put  up  so  that  the  whole  thing, 
land  and  all,  need  not  cost  above  $50,000. 
There  has  been  a  radical  change  in  opinion 
relative  to  the  best  size  for  school  buildings, 
but  I  do  not  believe  in  jumping  to  the  other 
extreme.    I  have  given  some  time  and  made 
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a  good  many  inquiries  concerning  this  build- 
ing, and  as  near  as  I  can  find  out  the  lot  is 
to  cost  Si  1)000,  the  building  anywhere  from 
$65,000  to  $75,000,  or  even  more,  and  the 
fi  ttings  will  bring  the  cost  up  to  nearly 
$100,000.  I  have  not  heard  anyone  say 
it  would  be  less.  Certainly  there  is  no 
plan  to  spend  a  smaller  sum.  For  these  and 
other  reasons  I  shall  vote  against  the  order, 
and  hope  that  it  will  not  be  passed  by  this 
body. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  In  regard  to  the 
second  lot,  mentioned  by  Councilman  BuUard, 
the  school  committee  has  refused  to  consider 
it  at  all,  owing  to  certain  objections.  The 
members  of  that  body  are  elected  to  serve  a 
special  purpose,  and  I  think  we  should  accept 
their  judgment.  I  see  that  one  of  their  num- 
ber is  here,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  what 
Mr.  Boyden  has  to  say. 

President  Pro  Tern  Weed :  The  council 
will  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Boyden. 

Mr.  Wallace  C.  Boyden  said :  I  wish  I 
could  give  you  more  light  on  the  subject.  The 
matter  of  school  lots  has  been  considered  by  a 
special  committee,  so  that  I  shall  have  to  give 
you  information  at  second  hand.  The  com- 
mittee and  the  superintendent  favor  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Webster  street  lot.  There  are 
serious  objections  to  the  lot  not  far  from  this 
spot.  It  is  too  near  the  police  station,  and 
the  noise  from  that  place  would  distract  atten- 
tion from  study. 

The  modern  idea  is  to  have  the  entrance  to 
school  buildings  on  the  north  side,  and  the 
school  rooms  all  on  the  south  side,  so  as  to 
get  the  advantage  of  better  lighting.  The 
children  of  today  are  more  liable  to  diseases 
of  the  eye  than  formerly.  For  this  reason 
especial  care  should  be  taken  in  selecting  a 
lot.  A  very  large  lot  is  sometimes  unsuitable 
for  building  a  schoolhouse  upon.  About  the 
matter  of  large  as  opposed  to  small  schools,  I 
am  in  a  position  to  know  which  is  most  desira- 
ble, being  a  school  man  myself.  The  tendency 
is  to  make  a  large  district  and  a  large  school, 
because  the  result  is  better.  A  S2000  man 
and  a  suitable  equipment  cannot  be  dupli- 
cated witnout  excessive  cost.  This  is  a  large 
district.  The  matter  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  school  board,  and  the  opinion 
is  unanimously  in  favor  of  a  large  school.  It 
is  better  for  the  village  to  have  one  large 
school  than  to  have  several  schools.    1  would 


advise  West  Nevifton  to  make  a  change  in 
favor  of  a  twelve-room  schoolhouse. 

Councilman  Bullard :  In  regard  to  the  lot 
on  Cherry  and  Elm  streets,  a  favorable  condi- 
tion is  that  an  entrance  can  be  had  on  the 
north  side  of  the  structure.  This  is  not  so 
with  the  Webster  street  and  Oak  avenue  lot. 
I  do  not  see  how  an  entrance  can  be  had  on 
the  north  there  without  having  the  entrance 
away  from  the  street.  The  tendency  of  the 
times  is  toward  smaller  and  more  efficient 
schools.  I  have  met  with  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  matter.  I  have  here  a  table 
showing  the  size  and  estimated  expense  of 
forty-four  new  schoolhouses  in  New  England 
which  are  mostly  in  process  of  erection,  our 
own  at  Newton  Highlands  being  among  the 
number.  The  table  shows  the  following  facts 
as  regards  relative  sizes,  cost  and  numbers  in 
each  class : 


Number 

Number 

Average 

of  schools 

ot  rooms 

estimated  cost 

18 

4 

$12,500 

10 

6 

23,500 

18 

8 

30,000 

4 

10 

46,000 

2 

12 

50,000 

1 

14 

50,000 

1 

i3 

40,000 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  schoolhouse  in 
New  England  now  building  reaches  six  figures 
in  cost.  This  is  not  conclusive  evidence  in  be- 
half of  my  claim.  It  shows  something,  how- 
ever. I  will  admit  that  it  is  more  expensive 
to  maintain  the  small  schools,  but  the  service 
is  better  —  very  much  better  —  if  the  school  is 
given  the  same  attention.  If  land  is  taken 
under  this  order  I  can  see  no  way  save  to 
have  the  back  of  the  schoolhouse  on  the 
street. 

Mr.  Boyden  :  I  have  this  to  add  to  what  I 
have  said  :  It  was  the  first  intention  to  buy 
the  whole  field  for  school  and  other  purposes. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  Yes,  it  was  the  orig- 
inal intention  to  buy  the  whole  field.  The 
city  to  buy  what  could  be  bought  for  $10,000, 
and  the  citizens  of  the  ward  to  put  in  $5000 
or  more  to  buy  the  remainder,  to  be  used  as  a 
playground.  But  it  was  found  to  be  not  ad- 
visable to  have  a  playground  adjoining  the 
school  lot,  and  it  was  decided  to  drop  that 
scheme.  That  was  recently  decided  upon.  I 
have  tried  to  get  information  from  the  school 
board  regarding  lots  examined,  but  could  get 
none.    I  wrote  to  Mr.  Bond,  but  got  no  reply. 
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The  Cherry  street  lot  can  be  had  for  about 
S5000,  has  68,000  square  feet  in  it,  and  is 
about  400  feet  nearer  the  centre  of  the 
district. 

Councilman  Degen :  Isn't  there  on  this 
second  lot  you  mention  a  line  of  electric  cars? 
I  am  not  enough  acquainted  with  the  locality 
to  be  sure  of  this. 

Councilman  Bullard :  No.  On  one  side  of 
the  other  lot  there  is  a  line  of  electrics.  But 
there  is  none  where  I  speak  of.  There  is  ob- 
jection to  filling,  there  is  objection  to  being 
near  the  police  station,  but  there  are  no  elec- 
tric cars. 

Councilman  Degen:  Is  a  part  of  the  large 
lot  further  away  from  the  electrics  than  this 
one? 

Councilman  Bullard :  The  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Oak  avenue  and  Webster  street  is,  I 
think,  within  one  hundred  feet  of  the  electric 
cars. 

Councilman  Childs :  Do  you  know  the 
assessed  value  of  the  lot  the  committee  intend 
to  buy? 

President  Pro  Tern  Weed :  Perhaps  the 
member  of  the  public  property  committee  can 
tell. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  cannot  tell.  It  is, 
however,  a  good  deal  less  than  twelve  and 
one-half  cents  a  foot. 

Councilman  Childs :  Unless  I  am  mistaken 
it  is  less  than  six  cents. 

Councilman  Bullard :  This  land  has  been 
in  the  market  for  twenty  years  at  a  less  price 
than  it  is  proposed  to  pay.  It  is  assessed  for 
less  than  five  cents. 

Councilman  Childs:  I  agree  with  Council- 
man Tolman  that  it  looks  like  roasting  the 
city.  I  agree  with  the  objections  raised  by 
Councilman  Bullard.  I  think  there  is  good 
reason  for  favoring  small  schools.  In  the 
next  few  years  we  shall  be  asked  to  build 
more  new  schoolhouses,  and  I  think  we  should 
be  very  careful,  and  give  the  subject  due  con- 
sideration. When  I  went  to  school  there 
were  always  some  pupils  who  did  not  have 
their  lessons,  and  they  had  "headaches."  In 
these  times,  when  there  are  a  good  many  oc- 
ulists to  get  a  living,  children  are  troubled 
with  their  eyes  when  they  don't  have  their 
lessons. 

Councilman  Degen :  When  the  original 
proposition  was  up  for  consideration  it  was 
recognized  that  a  lot  had  got  to  be  purchased 


very  soon.  This  subject  of  a  new  schoolhouse 
has  been  before  the  committee  for  a  long  time, 
and  has  been  duly  considered.  That  commit- 
tee agrees  with  the  school  committee  in  favor 
of  this  lot.  The  need  of  a  new  school  is  ap- 
parent. When  a  lot  of  land  can  be  obtained 
at  a  fair  price  I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained 
by  going  over  all  the  ground  a  second  time. 

A  Request  Refused. 

At  this  point  in  the  discussion  a  messenger 
from  the  board  of  aldermen  was  announced. 
The  message  was  relative  to  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  land  for  a  school  lot  at  Newton- 
ville,  and  requested  the  reconsideration  and 
return  of  the  order  to  that  board. 

Councilman  Green :  I  understand  from  a 
member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  that  the 
alderman  from  ward  4  has  made  the  statement 
that  this  lot  could  be  purchased  for  $10,000. 
The  alderman  from  ward  4  made  abundant 
inquiries  during  the  discussion  of  the  order 
tonight,  and  cannot  say  that  the  offer  which 
he  alludes  to  was  not  then  known  to  him. 
Why  the  alderman  did  not  say  that  the  offer 
had  been  made  at  that  time  I  do  not  know.  I 
was  informed  that  some  such  scheme  as  this 
would  be  sprung  here  tonight.  I  think  this 
statement  should  not  be  considered. 

Councilman  Tolman.  I  think  the  offer  ob- 
tained by  the  committee  was  as  low  as  it  is 
possible  to  get.  After  a  good  deal  of  discus- 
sion we  succeeded  in  getting  an  Option  at  sev- 
enteen cents  a  foot.  The  first  price  was  twen- 
ty-five cents.  Othor  lots  near  by  had  sold  at 
that  price.  I  think  the  price  named  is  as  low 
as  any  one  can  purchase  it.  Alderman  Plum- 
mer  might  have  purchased  it  for  less  before 
that  option  was  given.  After  we  have  once 
passed  an  order  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot  at 
a  given  price,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  owner 
would  make  any  concession.  Any  man  would 
stick  to  his  price  and  take  the  risk  of  losing 
the  sale.  I  think  we  can't  do  any  better  than 
to  buy  it. 

Councilman  Green  :  I  move  that  the  coun- 
cil decline  to  reconsider  the  order. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  and 
the  chair  appointed  Councilman  Green  a  mes- 
senger to  the  aldermen  to  inform  that  body  of 
the  action  taken. 

Discussion  Resumed. 

The  discussion  of  the  order  relative  to  the 
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purchase  of  a  school  lot  at  West  Newton  was 
then  resumed. 

Councilman  Degen  continued :  I  know 
this  lot.  On  some  accounts  I  consider  it  an 
ideal  lot.  The  owner  has  receded  from  his 
former  position,  that  he  would  not  sell  a  part 
of  the  land.  The  second  lot  is  not  desirable. 
Its  size  and  shape  are  such  that  a  school- 
house  of  the  desired  capacity  could  not  be 
built  upon  it  without  wings,  which  would  not 
be  desirable.  This  is  in  a  section  of  the  city 
where  I  am  little  acquainted.  I  do  not  like 
to  oppose  the  judgment  of  the  member  from 
this  ward,  but  the  school  committee  favors  the 
lot  in  question.  The  school  committee  is 
composed  of  men  of  ability,  and  I  will  accept 
their  opinion  in  the  matter. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  think  the  commit- 
tee is  right :  they  can't  put  a  twelve-room 
schoolhouse  on  it,  that  will  cost  $75,000  or 
more  to  build.    I  certainly  hope  they  can't. 

Councilman  Savage :  Some  of  the  points 
raised  by  Councilman  Bullard  are  exceedingly 
well  taken.  I  know  from  our  experience  at 
Xewtonville  that  it  is  a  great  disadvantage  to 
have  a  schoolhouse  at  one  side  of  the  district. 
Indeed,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  school- 
houses  be  situated  as  centrally  as  possible. 

Councilman  Tolman :  What  is  the  width 
of  the  lot  on  Cherry  street? 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  don't  know  just  how 
wide  it  is,  perhaps  190  feet.  It  contains  about 
68,000  square  feet  in  all. 

Councilman  Tolman :  That  ought  to  be 
large  enough. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  On  this  lot  there  is 
not  a  chance  to  string  out  twelve  rooms.  On 
the  other  lot  the  building  would  have  to  stand 
back  to  the  street,  if  the  entrance  is  to  be  on 
the  north  side.  I  know  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion.  I  assure  you  of  a  great  deal  of 
opposition  if  this  order  goes  through.  I  have 
taken  pains  to  inquire  among  the  people  in 
my  own  neighborhood,  and  I  know  how  they 
feel.  1  think  that  a  public  hearing  will  be  de- 
manded if  this  order  is  adopted. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  hate  to  have  to  vote 
against  the  judgment  of  Councilman  Bullard. 
I  am  on  the  public  property  committee.  I  have 
attended  its  meetings.  I  have  listened  and 
said  very  little.  The  ward  is  divided  against 
itself.  I  don't  like  to  go  against  the  school 
committee.  They  are  intelligent  men.  They 
are  very  much  opposed  to  the  second  lot.  I 


shall  not  take  the  responsibility  of  opposing 
their  judgment.  I  shall  oppose  an  attempt  to 
kill  the  order.  I  saw  a  member  of  the  school 
committee,  Mr.  J.  R.  Smith,  from  my  ward, 
and  he  stated  the  objections.  I  shall  stand 
by  the  school  board. 

Councilman  Bullard :  What  objection  is 
offered.    I  can't  find  out. 

Councilman  Ross :  The  objection  is  simply 
being  near  the  police  station. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  called.  Before  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced Councilmen  Briston,  Hatfield  and 
Green  changed  their  votes  from  yea  to  nay. 
The  vote  was  then  announced — 2  yeas,  9  nays, 
3  absent,  and  the  order  failed  to  pass. 

Councilman  Briston  immediately  moved  to 
reconsider.  The  result  of  the  vote  was  de- 
clared in  doubt. 

Councilman  Bullard  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  vote  stood  5  yeas,  6  nays,  3  absent,  and 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  sale 
of  eleven  twenty-year  4  per  cent  registered 
bonds,  to  be  called  the  West  Newton  school 
loan,  and  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to  ob- 
tain plates  for  printing  the  same. 

Councilman  Bullard :  What  would  be  the 
position  of  this  board  if  it  passed  this  order 
after  having  refused  to  pass  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Webster  street  lot? 

While  the  chair  was  considering  the  ques- 
tion Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended.  The  motion  was  put,  and  the 
result  declared  in  doubt. 

A  second  vote  was  taken  and  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  to  table  the  order, 
but  the  motion  was  defeated. 

Councilman  Savage:  Can  they  take  this 
money  to  buy  any  other  lot? 

President  Pro  Tern  W'eed  :  No. 

Councilman  Savage :  Then  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  passing  the  order. 

The  question  was  put  and  adoption  refused 
by  a  yea  and  nay  vote  —  4  yeas,  7  nays,  3 
absent. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman  a  recess 
was  taken  at  10.25,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

Steamer  2  and  the  Engine  House. 

The  council  reassembled  at  10.44,  when  the 
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following  additional  papers  came  down  from 
the  board  of  aldermen : 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  tire  depart- 
ment favorable  to  placing  steamer  2  in  com- 
mission and  recommending  that  $Sooo  he  ex- 
pended in  enlarging  and  repairing  the  engine 
house  at  West  Newton. 

Councilman  Tolman  said:  I  don't  think 
we  want  to  proceed  too  fast  in  these  matters. 

1  received  a  communication  on  May  i  from 
the  late  Chief  Bixby  in  which  he  says  that  the 
loss  from  fire  in  Newton  during  the  past  five 
years  was  only  $42,000, —  a  little  more  than 
$8000  a  year.  Placing  steamer  2  in  commis- 
sion will  be  done  at  a  price,  according  to 
Captain  Randlett,  of  $2500  a  year  in  fixed 
charges.  I  have  made  inquiries  about  the 
chemical  engine  and  steamer  2  covering  the 
time  that  steamer  2  has  l>een  out  of  commis- 
sion. I  find  that  steamer  I,  of  ward  7,  went 
to  every  first  alarm  in  this  district  during  that 
time,  and  never  played  a  stream.  This  means 
that  $2500  a  year  is  to  be  expended  on  the 
possible  chance  of  playing  a  stream.  -Steamer 

2  is  practically  in  commission  now.  In  cer- 
tain cases,  in  alarms  from  boxes  at  the  mills, 
at  Lasell  seminary,  the  Woodland  Park  hotel 
and  a  few  other  places,  steamer  2  responds  to 
a  first  alarm.  We  have  got  to  look  these 
things  in  the  face,  and  do  what  must  be  done. 
In  the  public  property  committee  we  hear  the 
clamorings  for  new  schoolhouses,  for  a  new 
courthouse,  and  occasionally  for  a  new  city 
hall. 

Councilman  Parker :  The  committee  has 
considered  the  whole  subject  very  careful.  It 
has  been  before  the  committee  a  long  time. 
We  are  not  at  all  in  danger  of  proceeding  too 
fast  in  this  matter.  A  petition  has  been  re- 
ceived each  year  since  1890  to  put  steamer  2 
in  commission.  It  has  been  practically  the 
same  petition,  with  a  long  list  of  heavy  tax- 
payers each  year,  but  they  could  have  had 
twice  as  many  if  it  had  seemed  necessary.  We 
have  already  reduced  the  proposed  outlay  on 
the  engine  house  from  $13,000  to  $8000.  In 
actual  fact  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  steamer 
2,  including  horses  and  men,  will  be  less  than 
$2000,  although  in  committee  it  was  at  first 
estimated  at  $4000.  The  old  steamer  is  in 
commission  in  a  slipshod  sort  of  way.  In 
responding  to  a  first  alarm  with  the  steamer 
there  is  a  delay  to  shift  the  pole  after  the 
alarm  has  rung  in.    Steamer  No  i .  has  been 


at  first  alarms  in  this  district,  but  to  illustrate 
the  true  condition  I  will  refer  to  the  recent 
fire  at  Mr.  Haskell's  house  in  Auburndale.  No 
engine  responded  to  a  second  alarm,  until  the 
hjrses  were  sent  back  for  steamer  2.  There 
was  a  delay  of  twenty  minutes  or  more.  We 
are  to  build  new  schoolhouses.  We  should 
protect  them  properly.  One  schoolhouse  has 
been  partially  destroyed  recently.  There  was 
a  fire  at  the  Mason  school  one  day  last  week, 
but  Newton  Centre  was  fortunately  saved  from 
serious  loss. 

Councilman  BuUard :  I  don't  always  go 
against  my  own  ward.  I  favor  this  order.  I 
know  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  and  of  insur- 
ance men  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  have  in 
my  possession  what  may  perhaps  be  the  last 
letter  written  by  the  late  chief  of  the  fire  de- 
partment. It  makes  a  different  showing  from 
the  figures  given  by  Councilman  Tolman.  The 
estimated  expense  of  maintaining  steamer  2 
in  commission  is  given  as  $2309,  $1991  being 
for  salaries  and  incidentals.  The  losses  from 
fire  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  $103,- 
000.  Only  the  Friday  before  the  chief's 
death  we  talked  over  this  very  subject.  He 
told  me  it  was  thirty  minutes  before  engine  I 
got  to  the  Haskell  fire.  This  ward  is  fairly 
entitled  to  this  additional  protection.  On  the 
last  petition  presented  in  this  connection  were 
names  representing  more  than  $2,000,000.  I 
certainly  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted  and 
its  recommendations  adopted. 

Councilman  Hatfield  :  I  echo  my  colleague's 
sentiments.  People  fee!  that  this  ought  to  be 
done.  The  rapid  increase  in  property  demands 
protection. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  Just  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  acceptance  of  this  report? 
Would  it  confer  any  authority? 

President  Pro  Tern  Weed :  No.  The  re- 
port will  be  followed  by  an  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  recom- 
mendations adopted. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $8000 
for  repairing  and  enlarging  the  engine  house 
at  West  Newton,  and  for  placing  steamer  2  in 
commission. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Adoption  was  defeated  on  a  yea  and  nay 
vote,  9  yeas,  2  nays,  3  absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $500 
for  plans  for  a  twelve-room   schoolhouse  at 
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West  Newton,  and  authorizing  the  committee 
on  public  property  to  advertise  for  the  same. 

Councilman  Tolman  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Childs :  Where  is  this  $500  to 
come  from? 

President  Pro  Tem  Weed  :  From  the  taxes 
for  1894. 

Councilman  Bullard:  If  the  passage  of 
this  order  would  help  matters  any  I  should 
favor  it.  As  we  have  voted  no  on  the  order 
for  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  I  do  not  see  how 
we  can  support  this  order. 

Councilman  Ross :  In  consequence  of  the 
action  on  the  other  order  I  see  no  reason  for 
passing  this  one.  There  would  be  no  earthly 
use  in  it.  No  architect  would  draw  plans 
until  he  saw  the  lot. 

Councilman  Degen :  If  this  order  was 
passed  what  would  it  lead  to? 

President  Pro  Tem  Weed  :  There  is  no 
telling. 

Councilman  Briston  :  I  move  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  a  vote  taken, 
but  the  chair  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  result. 
The  order  was  tallied  on  putting  the  question 
a  second  time. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $2700 
for  repairs  on  the  Adams  schoolhouse. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  For  what  purpose  is 
the  building  to  be  repaired?  Is  it  to  be  con- 
tinued as  a  schoolhouse? 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  will  explain  in  re- 
gard to  the  action  of  the  committee.  It  was 
found  that  it  would  cost  $1600  to  put  on  a 
new  roof.  We  thought  it  would  be  best  to  go 
ahead  and  put  the  building  in  thorough  repair, 
putting  in  new  floors,  patching  the  plastering 
and  the  like,  when  the  difference  in  cost 
amounted  to  only  $900.  It  seems  to  be  the 
better  policy.  If  we  don't  fix  it  up,  the 
school  committee  would  ask  for  still  another 
schoolhouse.  Repairing  this  building  will 
give  four  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
smaller  children  next  winter.  The  older  pupils 
can  go  to  other  schools,  but  it  would  be  too 
far  for  the  little  ones. 

Councilman  Green :  It  is  quite  necessary 
to  afford  some  temporary  quarters  for  the 
school.    The  board  of  aldermen  has  consid- 


ered it  wise  to  pass  the  order,  and  I  hope  the 
council  will  also  approve  it. 

Councilman  Bullard:  I  attended  the  hear- 
ing on  the  question  of  a  new  school  at  New- 
tonville,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  strong- 
est objectiun  to  the  use  of  the  Adams  school 
lot  was  the  saturation  of  the  soil  with  excre- 
ment. Now  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  kinder- 
garten there. 

Councilman  Green  :  I  have  sought  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  of  what  is  desired.  The 
school  committee  favors  the  use  of  the  Adams 
schoolhouse  for  the  smaller  children.  The 
children  are  used  to  a  temperature  of  from  50 
to  60  degrees.  They  have  lived  through  the 
past  winter.  I  guess  they  can  stand  it  an- 
other year.  Changes  in  temperature  don't 
affect  them. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  No  new  heating  ap- 
paratus will  have  to  be  supplied.  The  old 
apparatus  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  an 
eight-room  structure.  The  building  will  be 
well  heated.  Perhaps  the  effluvia  will  keep 
down  during  the  winter. 

Councilman  Ross:  The  difference  between 
repairing  the  .■Vdams  schoolhouse  for  tempo- 
rary and  permanent  occupancy  is  only  $900. 
For  that  reason  I  favor  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  10  yeas,  I  nay,  3  absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $SS5 
to  be  expended  as  f  jUows :  $500  for  new- 
hose  for  the  fire  department;  $225  for  the 
purchase  of  a  horse  for  truck  i ;  $161  for  the 
purchase  of  a  horse  for  engine  I . 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  he 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Parker  :  So  that  the  members 
may  understand  what  they  are  voting  on,  I 
will  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  buy  two  horses, 
and  the  price  to  be  paid  is  inserted,  the  horses 
having  been  selected. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  1 1  yeas,  3  absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $8444 
for  laying  water  pipes  in  Faxon  street,  Jerome 
park,  Rockland  and  Winchester  streets. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  lay- 
ing of  a  water  pipe  in  Beacon  street,  opposite 
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the  estate  of  R.  R.  Bishop  at  an  expense  not 
to  exceed  $1000. 

Counilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  com- 
mittee on  public  property  to  advertise  for 
plans  for  an  eight-room  schoolhouse  at  New- 
tonville. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote,  II  yeas,  3  absent. 

Another  Recess. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Briston  a  recess 
was  taken  at  11. 15,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

Upon  reassembling  at  11.26  a  messenger 
from  the  board  of  aldermen  was  announced. 
Alderman  Rumery  presented  a  message  re- 
questing the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
conference  relative  to  the  order  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  for  school  purposes  at  West 
Newton. 

Also,  a  similar  message  relative  to  the  order 
appropriating  $Sooo  for  placing  steamer  2  in 
commission  and  repairing  and  enlarging  the 
engine  house  at  West  Newton. 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  the  request 
for  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  order 
relative  a  lot  for  school  purposes  be  acceded 
to  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman  the  chair 
appointed  the  committee,  comprising  Council- 
men  Bullard,  Degen  and  Savage. 

Councilman  Green  moved  to  accede  to  the 
request  for  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
order  relative  to  placing  steamer  2  in  commis- 
siim  and  the  repairing  and  enlarging  of  the 
engine  house  at  West  Newton,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman  the  chair 
appointed  Councilmen  Tolman  and  Parker  to 
serve  with  him  on  this  committee,  the  chair 
explaining  that  he  had  no  option  but  to  ap- 
point one  member  who  had  voted  yea,  as  only 
two  members  had  voted  in  the  negative. 

Councilman  Bullard  was  appointed  mes- 
senger to  the  board  of  aldermen  to  inform 


that  body  of  the  appointment  of  committees 
of  conference. 

The  Last  Wait. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman  a  recess 
was  taken  at  11.33,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

The  council  was  again  called  to  order  at 
12.20  o'clock. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  to  reconsider  the 
order  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  $1000  in 
laying  water  pipe  in  Beacon  street,  and  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  then  moved  to  amend 
the  order  by  inserting  the  words  "  without 
guarantee,"  explaining  that  the  pipe  was  to  be 
laid  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

The  order  as  amended  was  adopte<i  l^y  a 
yea  and  nay  vote,  1 1  yeas,  3  absent. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  order  relative  to  placing  steamer  2  in 
commission  and  repairing  and  enlarging  the 
engine  house  at  West  Newton  was  received 
through  the  board  of  aldermen  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  order. 

Councilman  Tolman :  We  were  assured 
that  two,  perhaps  three  members  absent,  are 
in  favor  of  the  order.  We  were  convinced 
that  any  other  action  would  simply  delay  the 
passage  of  the  order,  and  we  did  not  wish  to 
obstruct  its  passage.  We  therefore  recommend 
reconsidering  the  vote  already  taken. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Councilman  Tolman  then  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  upon  the  order,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  11  yeas,  3  absent. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  Are  we  assured  we 
are  not  to  meet  till  September  10. 

President  Pro  Tem  Weed :    I  could  not  say. 

Councilman  Green :  I  understand  we  will 
be  called  together  a  week  from  tonight. 

From  the  board  of  aldermen  was  received 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  order  appropriating  $11,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  for  school  purposes  at  West 
Newton  that  no  agreement  could  be  reached, 
and  the  report  was  accepted. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  12.29  meet  on  September  10 
at  7.15  o'clock. 
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The  common  council  held  a  special  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday  evening,  July  ii,  Council- 
man Weed  calling  the  council  to  order  at 
7.30  o'clock  in  the  absence  of  President 
Knapp,  the  following  members  being  present : 
Councilmen  Wing,  BuUard,  Hatfield,  Childs, 
Ross,  Degen,  Parker,  Tolman  and  Weed. 

The  first  business  transacted  was  the  elec- 
tion of  a  president  pro  tem,  Councilmen 
Degen  and  Savage  being  appointed  to  collect, 
sort  and  count  ballots. 

Councilman  Weed  received  9  votes  and 
Councilman  Degen  I  vote.  Councilman 
Weed  was  declared  elected. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

Communications. 

A  veto  message  from  the  mayor  relative  to 
the  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Water- 
town  and  Edinboro  streets  for  school  purposes 
at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  5i 2,000,  sent 
down  for  information,  was  received  and  filed. 

A  communication  from  Messrs.  Harrington 
and  Proctor  giving  the  city  an  option  on  land 
on  Watertown  street,  Brookside  avenue  and 
Walker  street  was  received  and  tiled. 

A  communication  from  Henry  Ross  giving 
the  city  an  option  on  land  on  Watertown  and 
Rossmere  streets  was  received  and  filed. 

A  veto  message  from  the  mayor  relative  to 
an  order  for  the  issue  and  sale  of  twelve 
twenty  year  4  per  cent  registered  bonds  for 
the  purchase  of  land  on  Watertown  and 
Edinboro  streets  for  school  purposes,  sent 
down  for  information,  was  received  and  filed. 

A  veto  message  from  the  mayor  relative  to 
an  order  authorizing  the  committee  on  public 


property  to  expend  S500  in  advertising  for 
and  procuring  plans  for  an  eight-room  school - 
house  on  Watertown  and  Edinboro  streets, 
sent  down  for  information,  was  received  and 
filed. 

Petitions. 

A  petition  from  A.  E.  Brickett  and  others 
for  street  crossings  on  Webster  street  at  Web- 
ster place  and  at  Oak  avenue,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  trustees  of  the  North  Evan- 
gelical church  for  a  sewer  in  Bridge  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

Reports. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  parks  and 
squares  recommending  the  appropriation  of 
$500  for  cleaning  out  the  bed  of  Boyd"s 
pond  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  parks  and 
squares  favorable  to  the  taking  of  land  for 
park  purposes  between  the  Newton  Boat  club 
property  and  the  Weston  bridge  at  Auburn- 
dale  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  a  sewer  in  Ware  road  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  a  sewer  through  the  south  side  of 
Waban  park  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  com- 
mittee on  public  property  to  purchase  about 
70,000  square  feet  of  land  on  Watertown  and 
Walker  streets  and  Brookside  avenue  for 
school  purposes  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
$9000. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  move  to  lay  the 
order  on  the  table.  The  public  property  com- 
mittee had  no  meeting  to  consider  this  lot. 
As  a  member  of  that  committee  I  had  no  notice 
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from  the  clerk  of  any  meeting.  1  think  it 
proper  to  have  the  members  of  this  committee 
present  when  action  upon  such  a  subject  is  to 
be  decided  upon.  In  this  case  the  committee 
as  a  whole  has  been  ignored.  As  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  the  members  of  the  committee 
the  order  should  be  tabled.  In  view  of  the 
changes  in  prices  since  the  meeting  of  last 
week  it  would  seem  best  to  reopen  the  sub- 
ject in  order  to  effect  the  greatest  saving. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  put, 
but  the  chair  was  in  doubt.  On  a  showing  of 
hands  the  motion  was  carried. 

An  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of 
nine  Siooo  twenty  year  4  per  cent  registered 
bonds  for  the  purchase  of  about  70,000  square 
feet  of  land  on  Watertown  and  Walker 
streets  and  Brookside  avenue  for  school  pur- 
poses was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Ad  order  authorizing  the  committee  on 
public  property  to  expend  $100  advertising 
for  plans  for  an  eight-room  schoolhouse  at 
N'ewtonville  and  in  securing  the  plans  was 
received. 

Councilman  Tolman  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

At  the  request  of  Councilman  Bullard  the 
order  was  read  again  before  the  motion  was 
put. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  was  yesterday 
offered  an  option  on  land  opposite  the 
Knowles  lot  at  a  lower  price  than  has  yet 
been  named  on  any  other  lot.  No  action  is 
to  be  desired  on  these  orders  until  we  defi- 
nitely decide  what  is  the  lowest  price  and 
which  is  the  best  lot. 

Councilman  Savage:  What  is  the  loca- 
tion of  the  lot  offered  yesterday? 

Councilman  Tolman :  On  the  north  side 
of  Watertown  street. 

Councilman  Bullard :  It  is  stated  to  be  the 
fixed  policy  of  the  school  board  to  select 
locations  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  on 
account  of  the  superior  advantages  in  the 


matter  of  lighting.  Would  not  land  on  the 
north  side  of  the  street  be  open  to  objection 
on  this  ground. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  The  trouble  in  this 
whole  thing  has  been  in  trying  to  please  the 
school  committee.  This  knowledge  of  what 
the  school  committee  wants  has  affected  land 
owners  putting  prices  on  land. 

The  rules  were  suspended  at  this  point. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  want  to  state  that 
I  am  not  trying  to  delay  matters.  I  very 
much  desire  to  have  the  thing  settled.  It  was 
with  the  idea  of  expediting  matters  by  having 
the  plans  ready  that  I  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  this  order. 

Councilman  Ross:  It  is  best  to  table  the 
order  until  a  lot  is  obtained.  No  architect 
would  draw  plans  without  knowing  where  the 
building  would  be  erected. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
through  the  south  side  of  Waban  park  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  tak- 
ing land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Ware  road,  to 
be  held  on  September  10  at  7.30  o'clock  be- 
fore the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  the  same 
date  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
council. 

Original  Business. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  health  favor- 
able to  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  three 
bathhouses,  one  on  the  Charles  river  at  Non- 
antum,  one  at  Bullough's  pond,  and  one  at 
Crystal  lake,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  S2640 
was  accepted. 

A  communication  was  received  from  W. 
B.  H.  Dowse  relative  to  the  polution  of  a 
brook  flowing  through  the  property  of  Nellie 
R.  Dowse. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Degen  the  coun- 
cil adjourned  at  8.23  to  September  10  at  7.45. 
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The  common  council  was  called  to  order  at 
7.30  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  September 
10,  by  President  Knapp  in  the  chair,  and  the 
following  members  present :  Councilmen 
Briston,  Wing,  Green,  Savage,  Bullard,  Ross, 
Hatfield,  Degen,  Parker,  Tolman,  Weed  and 
President  Knapp. 

The  records  of  a  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  declared  approved,  after  which  the 
common  council  adjourned  to  the  upper  hall, 
where  the  hearing  on  the  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street  was  to  take  place. 

Messrs.  Byers,  King,  Ballou,  Houghton, 
Goodrich,  Littlefield,  Fillebrown,  French, 
Gordon,  Smilie  and  Potter  appeared  in  oppo- 
sition to  parts  of  the  proposed  plan. 

Messrs.  Mitchell,  Hunt,  Ivy  and  Estahrooks 
appeared  in  favor  of  the  widening,  as  did  Mr. 
Bent,  who  advised  "  sticking  to  the  tracks,"  or 
widening  wholly  on  the  south  side  of  the 
street. 

Remonstrance  of  Carroll  and  others  against 
taking  land  of  Church  of  Our  Lady  for  widen- 
ing of  Washington  street  was  received  and 
tiled. 

A  written  protest  was  received  from  C.  H. 
Pierce. 

The  hearing  was  then  closed,  and  at  9.35 
the  common  council  reassembled  in  the 
council  chamber  and  took  up  the  printed 
docket  of  papers  from  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Petitions  Received. 

The  following  petitions  and  communications 
were  received  from  the  board  of  aldermen  and 
acted  upon  : 

A  communication  fmni  Albert  Gay  relative 
to  Worcester  street  was  received  and  tiled. 

A  communication  from  the  Xonantum 
Worsted  company  relative  to  entering  their 
land  to  straighten  brook  was  received  and 
tiled. 

A  petition  from  Mandell  and  others  for  a 
tire  alarm  signal  station  on  Hunnewell  avenue 


was  referred  to  the  committee  on  tire  depart- 
ment. 

A  petition  from  Dana  Estes  and  about  600 
others  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Waban  Hill  road  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  F.  E.  Brigham  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Elmhurst  road  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Shaw  and  others  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Harvard  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Hurley  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  High  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  A.  M.  F"erris  for  a  concrete 
sidewalk  on  Hunnewell  avenue  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  H.  E.  Bothfeld  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  on  Hunnewell  avenue  an<l 
Willard  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

.\  petition  from  VV.  L.  M.  McAdaras  for  a 
gravel  sidewalk  on  Walnut  and  Centre  streets 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon : 

.A  report  of  the  special  committee  on  per- 
ambulation of  boundary  line  between  Wal- 
thani  and  Newton  was  received  and  tiled. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favoralile  to  the  construction  of  certain  side- 
walks was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  <liscontinuance  of  a  portion  of 
Ward  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  rounding  the  corner  of  Woodland 
road  and  Central  street  was  aceepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fa- 
vorable to  a  sewer  in  Austin  street  was 
accepted. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  rec- 
ommending the  taking  of  land  off  Cherry 
street  for  sewer  purposes  was  accepted. 
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A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
recommending  the  taking  of  land  off  Seaverns 
street  for  sevrer  purposes  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
recommending  the  taking  of  land  in  Elm 
court  for  sewer  purposes  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
recommending  the  taking  of  land  in  Cottage 
place  for  sewer  purposes  was  accepted. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
recommending  the  taking  of  land  between 
Bridge  and  Chapel  streets  for  sewer  purposes 
was  accepted. 

A  report  favorable  to  the  construction  of 
of  sewers  in  certain  streets  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  adopted  or  laid  over 
under  the  rules ; 

Orders  were  adopted  for  hearings  on  Mon- 
day evening,  September  24,  at  7.30  o'clock 
before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  at  7.45 
o'clock  before  the  common  council,  on  the 
taking  of  lands  for  sewer  purposes  in  the  fol- 
lowing streets  and  ways : 

Off  Seaverns  street. 

In  Austin  street. 

Between  Bridge  and  Chapel  streets. 
In  Cottage  place. 
Off  Cherry  street. 
In  Elm  court. 

An  order  for  hearings  on  Monday  evening, 
September  24,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the 
common  council  on  rounding  the  corner  of 
Woodland  road  and  Central  street  was 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  refunding  of 
sewer  assessment  amounting  to  $31.15  to 
Sarah  J.  Rand  of  Grafton  street  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
receive  $1068.40  from  certain  persons  and 
the  committee  on  highways  to  expend  the 
same  on  Austin  street  extension  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sidewalks  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sewers  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Austin  street  to  Greenwood 


avenue  under  the  betterment  act  was  adopted. 
Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  : 

An  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of 
bonds  for  $9000  for  the  purchase  of  about 
70,000  feet  of  land  on  Watertown  and  Walker 
streets  and  Brookside  avenue  for  school  pur- 
poses was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Waban  park  was  adopted. 

Hearings  Called. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Ware  road.  No  one  ap- 
peared. 

.\  hearing  was  also  called  on  the  taking  of 
land  for  park  purposes  on  the  east  bank  of 
Crystal  lake.    No  one  appeared. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  C.  E.  Kelsey  and  others  for  one  street 
light  on  Montvale  road,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

Councilman  Briston  presented  a  petition  of 
O'Connell  and  others  for  two  incandescent 
street  lights  on  Chapel  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

.Also,  a  petition  of  O'Connell  and  others 
for  gravel  sidewalks  on  Chapel  steeet,  and 
for  the  placing  in  repair  of  that  street.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  petition  of 
Dearborn  and  others  for  one  street  light  in 
Walnut  terrace.  Referred  t"  the  committee 
on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

.Also,  a  petition  from  Z.  D.  Kelley  and  oth- 
ers for  a  sewer  in  Watertown  street.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

Councilman  Tolman  presented  an  order 
authorizing  the  public  property  committee  to 
purchase  71,050  square  feet  of  land  on  Water- 
town  and  Edinboro  streets  at  fifteen  cents  a 
foot.  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  behalf  of 
the  public  property  committee.  When  the 
the  matter  of  purchasing  a  schoolhouse  lot 
was  first  discussed  this  committee  received  a 
special  request  from  the  school  committee  to 
purchase  this  lot,  if  possible.  We  got  Mr. 
Knowles  to  come  down  in  price  from  twenty- 
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five  cents  a  foot  to  seventeen  cents.  After 
Aldermar  Plummer's  talk  other  parties  cut 
the  prices  they  had  given  to  us.  We  have 
been  trying  ever  since  to  get  this  lot  as  low 
as  the  Harrington  lot.  Under  the  circum- 
stances the  owner  will  put  the  lot  in  at  fifteen 
cents,  or  he  will  leave  the  settlement  of  the 
price  to  three  disinterested  parties. 

Councilman  Savage :  Is  this  the  lowest 
offer  on  the  three  lots? 

Councilman  Tolman :  No.  The  Ross  lot 
is  16  1-2;  the  Knowles  lot,  after  an  unbusi- 
ness-like  proceeding,  is  15;  the  Harrington 
lot,  which  would  require  a  good  deal  of  filling, 
is  12  1-2.  The  Knowles  lot  is  the  best  at  the 
price. 

President  Knapp  :  The  order  will  have  to 
be  amended  by  inserting  the  sum  to  be  ex- 
pended. 

Councilman  Tolman  amended  the  order 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  president. 
It  was  then  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Other  Business. 

Other  papers  were  then  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  as  follows : 

.\  petition  for  a  concrete  crosswalk  on 
Washington  street  was  received  from  ().  L. 
Briggs  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  communication  from  George  P.  Clark  rel- 
ative to  the  construction  of  Eddy  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

.A  petition  from  Arthur  W.  Keefe  for  a  side- 
walk on  Pearl  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  of  C.  B.  Gallard  for  edgestoncs 
on  Park  and  Elmwood  streets  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  H.  H.  Hunt  and  others  for 
a  sidewalk  on  Webster  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  J.  W.  Bacon  for  a  gravel 
sidewalk  on  Fairview  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Haskell  and  others  for  a 
concrete  crosswalk  on  Centre  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  A.  W.  Snow  and  others 
for  a  concrete  crosswalk  on  Station  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

.A  petition  of  Weeks  and  others  for  a  sewer 
in  .Seaverns  court,  off  Seaverns  street,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 


A  petition  from  John  Brady  and  others  for 
a  sewer  in  Henshaw  and  Cherry  streets  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petiton  from  Dennis  Glidea  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Bridge  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  sewers. 

.A  petition  from  N.  T.  Allen  for  a  sewer  in 
Highland  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  sewers. 

.A.  petition  from  Charles  H.  Newhall  and 
others  for  a  sewer  in  Lincoln  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  J.  B.  Willis  and  others  for 
a  sewer  in  Watertown  and  Nevada  streets  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  H.  H.  Carter  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  .Austin  and  Allston  streets  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  N.  E.  Paine  for  a  sewer  in 
the  Newton  boulevard  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Charles  T.  C  utting  and  an- 
other for  a  sewer  in  a  private  way  off  Web- 
ster street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
sewers. 

A  communication  was  received  frcjm  T.  M. 
Clark  relative  to  damages  from  sewer  con- 
struction, and  was  read  and  tiled. 

A  petition  from  the  Newton  Real  Estate 
Association  for  a  concrete  sidewalk  with  edge- 
stones  on  Austin  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  D.  E.  Tenney  and  others  for 
one  electric  street  light  on  Bridge  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and 
street  lights. 

A  petition  from  T.  M.  Clark  and  others  for 
a  hydrant  on  Allston  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  nn  highways. 

.\  communication  from  A.  F.  Harris,  rela- 
tive to  remitting  portion  of  assessment  on 
account  of  the  drainage  of  the  Mague 
meadows  was  read  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  Mary  G.  Ryder  for  a  side- 
walk on  Lincoln  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

.\  communication  from  Harriet  E.  Holmes 
relative  to  Columbus  street  not  l)emg  at  grade 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

.\  communication  from  Mellin  Bray  with- 
drawing his  name  from  a  petition  for  taking 
land  on  the  easterly  shore  of  Crystal  lake  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  C.  F.  Crehore  &  Son  for  a 
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concrete  sidewalk  on  Washington  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  of  Titus  and  others  for  a  fire 
alarm  signal  station  at  Eliot  Heights  on 
Boylston  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  fire  department. 

A  petition  from  George  H.  Pratt  that  Cam- 
den road  be  laid  out,  graded  and  accepted 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Sumner  Robinson  and  oth- 
ers for  one  arc  light  on  Highland  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  committee 
on  parks  recommending  that  "leave  to  with- 
draw" be  granted  to  petitioners  for  the  taking 
of  Crystal  lake  and  approaches  thereto  for 
park  purposes.    The  report  was  accepted. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  su- 
perior court  relative  to  the  application  of 
Jerome  A.  Bacon  and  Jonn  H.  Sullivan  for 
an  adjustment  by  jury  of  claims  for  damages 
on  account  of  Ian;!  taken  for  the  central  boule- 
vard. 

.\  similar  communication  was  received  rela- 
tive to  a  similar  application  by  E.  B.  Towne. 

An  order  was  passed  discontinuing  a  por- 
tion of  Ward  street. 

The  committee  on  sewers  presented  a  favor- 
able report  on  petitions  for  sewers  in  Water- 
town,  Highland  and  Cherry  streets,  and  the 
report  was  accepted. 

A  similar  report  was  received  from  the  same 
committee  on  a  petition  for  a  sewer  in  a  pri- 
vate way  off  AUston  street  and  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  E.  P.  Bosson  and  others  for 
the  laying  out,  grading  and  accepting  Hill- 
side road  was  accepted. 

A  report  favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grad- 
ing and  acceptance  of  Elm  road  was  received 
from  the  same  committee  and  accepted. 

-V  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
relative  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ing of  f  isher  avenue  was  accepted. 

A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
on  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Elmhurst  road  was  accepted. 

A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
on  the  laying  out  and  acceptance  of  Tudor 
terrace  was  accepted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  in  Ware 
road  for  sewer  purposes  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  the 


laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Fisher 
avenue,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber I,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  the 
lajing  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Tudor 
terrace,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber I,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Hillside 
road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening  Octo- 
ber I,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7  45  o'clock,  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Elm 
road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 8,  at  7.30  oclock,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  passed  for  hearings  on  taking 
land  for  sewer  purposes  in  a  private  way  off 
.AUston  street  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
October  i,  at  7,30  o'clock  Ijefore  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Ripley  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Pulsifer  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorzing  the 
mayor  to  make  and  sign  contracts  relative  to 
the  widening,  deepening  and  straightening  of 
Cheese  Cake  brook. 

Councilman  Green:  What  is  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  order? 

Presinent  Knapp  read  the  order  again,  and 
it  was  adopted  without  objection. 

A  similar  order  was  received  relative  to  the 
signing  of  contracts  concerning  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Cheese  Cake  brook  boulevard. 

Councilman  Weed :  Does  the  highway 
committee  put  this  order  in? 

President  Knapp :  I  think  the  order  was 
prepared  by  the  city  solicitor. 

Councilman  Weed  :  Was  it  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  highway  committee? 

President  Knapp:  I  think  not,  but  in  the 
regular  course  concerning  such  orders.  I  was 
away  from  the  last  meeting  of  the  highway 
committee,  so  I  cannot  say  whether  that  com- 
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mittee  had  anything  to  do  with  the  order. 
The  city  solicitor  usually  attends  to  orders  of 
this  nature. 

The  order  was  then  abopted. 

A  petition  from  Dana  Estes  and  others  for 
the  construction  of  a  street  to  the  top  of  VVa- 
ban  Hill,  to  be  constructed  by  or  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Dana  Estes,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Elm- 
hurst  road  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
October  l,  at  7.30  oclock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
8,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  rounding  the  corner 
of  Brighton  and  Pembroke  streets. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  relocation  of 
Walnut  street  between  Griffin  avenue  and  the 
-Sudbury  river  conduit. 

An  order  establishing  the  compensation  of 
election  officers  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S300  for  expenses 
of  the  city  solicitor,  to  be  charged  to  the  mis- 
cellaneous account,  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  Watertown,  Highland  and  Cherry 
streets  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sidewalks  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

.\n  order  appropriating  $119,210  for  the  ac- 
cruing expenses  for  the  month  of  October  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  adding  $250x3  to  the 
miscellaneous  expense  accouut,  and  authoriz- 
ing its  expenditure. 

Councilman  BuUard  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  adding :  The  city  treasurer  says 
that  some  accounts  have  been  held  over 
through  the  Kmg  vacation,  owing  to  a  lack  of 
money  to  pay  them,  ami  this  money  should  be 
at  once  provided. 


The  rules  were  then  suspended,  after  which 
the  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  1 1  yeas  3  ab- 
sent. 

An  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of 
one  note  for  S20,ooo,  due  October  i,  1895,  ^'^ 
be  known  as  sewer  loan,  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

-A^n  order  appropriating  520,000,  to  be  ob- 
tained by  the  issue  and  sale  of  one  note  for 
that  amount  and  denominated,  Newton  sewer 
loan,  and  due  October  i,  1896,  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

The  jury  list  was  received. 

Councilman  Toleman  said  that  he  had  been 
requested  by  Councilman  Ross  to  move  that 
the  list  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting.  He  moved  that  the  list  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  to  consider  the 
action  of  the  board  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  parks  relative  to  the  taking  of  land 
on  the  shore  of  Crystal  lake  for  park  pur- 
poses.   The  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  then  moved  to  amend 
the  report. 

President  Knapp :  This  body  cannot 
amend  the  report. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  to  non-concur 
with  the  upper  board  in  accepting  the  report. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

President  Knapp  said  that  the  council  could 
not  amend  a  report,  but  it  could  instruct  a 
committee  to  bring  in  such  a  report  as  might 
be  desired. 

Councilman  Degen  then  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  recommitted  with  instructions  to  strike 
out  the  phrjise  "leave  to  withdraw." 

The  motion  was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  coun- 
cil adjourned  at  11.06  o'clock  on  motion  of 
Councilman  Hatfield. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Sept.  24,  1894. 


A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  on  the  evening  of  Septem- 
ber 24  at  7.30  o'clock  by  President  Knapp  in 
the  chair,  with  all  the  members  present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence : 

.\n  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  Sarah  J.  Rand  $31.15  sewer  refund  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
receive  the  sum  of  $1068.40  from  H.  H.  Carter 
and  others  on  account  of  the  construction  of 
Austin  street  was  given  a  second  rea  ling  and 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
various  sidewalks,  with  and  without  edge- 
stones,  was  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
various  streets  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  establishing  the  pay  of  election 
officers  was  given  a  second  reatling  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  S300  for  expenses 
of  the  city  solicitor's  office  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
issue  and  sell  one  note  of  the  city  bearing  in- 
terest at  four  per  cent  and  payable  f )ct(jl)er  i , 

1895,  to  be  known  as  a  sewei  loan,  was  given 
a  second  reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote — 14  yeas. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
issue  and  sell  one  note  of  the  city  bearing  in- 
terest at  four  per  cent  and  payable  October  I, 

1896,  to  be  known  as  a  sewer  loan,  was  given 
a  second  reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote — 14  yeas. 

.An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Watertown,  Highland  and  Cherry  streets  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 


Various  Hearings. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  various  hear- 
ings, these  were  called  in  the  following  order : 

.A  hearing  was  called  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  .Seaverns  street.  No 
one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  fur 
sewer  purposes  through  land  of  the  Xonantum 
Worsted  company  between  Bridge  and  Chapel 
streets.    Mo  one  appeared. 

.\  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  fur 
sewer  purposes  in  Austin  street. 

Charles  .A..  Drew,  Esq.,  appeared  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Theodore  M.Clark  in  remonstrance.  He 
said  :  This  is  a  question  of  laying  out  a  sewer 
in  .Vustin  street  and  where  there  is  now  no 
street,  but  where  a  street  will  be  made  if  this 
sewer  is  built.  The  question  is  whether  the 
sewer  shall  run  straight  or  have  curves  m  it. 
If  this  sev.'er  is  put  through  the  middle  of  Mr. 
Clark's  land  it  will  leave  a  strip  forty  feet  wide 
and  310  feet  long  that  will  have  little  or  no 
value  left,  and  the  damages  will  be  very  large. 
Mr.  Clark  proposes  to  have  you  put  the  sewer 
through  a  twenty-foot  strip,  where  it  will  do 
less  injury.  The  other  sewer  will  be  there 
anyway.  He  will  give  the  whole  of  a  forty - 
foot  street  and  build  the  sewer,  not  merely 
pay  one-third  of  the  expense  of  construction. 
There  is  now  a  descent  to  a  private  v\ay,  anri 
there  will  be  no  greater  grade  if  a  curve  is 
made.  If  this  is  not  done  there  will  be  a  lot 
containing  about  2000  square  feet  that  is  only 
forty  feet  deep  and  one  lot  about  seventy  by 
ninety  or  one  hundred  feet.  I  have  here 
plans  which  will  illustrate  the  meaning  of 
what  I  have  said,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
the  members  of  this  board  examine  them. 
They  show  the  locations  which  we  offer. 

.After  members  of  the  common  council  ha  1 
examined  the  plans,  Mr.  Drew  asked  that  a 
letter  from  the  engineer  who  had  laid  out  the 
lots  be  read. 

The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  W. 
Bowditch  referring  to  the  location  of  the  parcel 
of  land  owned  by  Mr.  Clark. 
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Mr.  Drew  then  said  :  If  you  build  the  sew- 
er as  we  ask  you  to  build  it,  there  will  be  but 
a  slight  turn  in  it. 

Councilman  Tolinan :  Was  not  a  written 
petition  from  Mr.  Clark  for  sewers  in  substan- 
tially this  location  refused  so;ne  time  ago? 

Mr.  Clark:  I  don't  know  what  became  of 
that  petition.  It  was  sent  in  some  six  months 
ago. 

Councilman  Tolman :  Did  you  not  write 
a  letter  the  purport  of  which  was  that  the 
highway  committee  would  have  to  seize  the 
land  in  order  to  construct  a  sewer  through  it. 

Mr.  Clark:  No.  That  was  not  exactly  the 
import  of  the  letter. 

.A  communication  from  Carter  and  others 
protesting  against  the  plan  offered  by  Mr. 
Clark  was  read  by  the  clerk  and  ordered 
placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Drew:  This  objection  comes  from 
people  who  own  land  along  the  upper  line  of 
Mr.  Clark's  property.  These  people  would 
iiiA  be  affected  in  property  value;  we  would 
he  afiected,  and  I  wish  to  urge  that  you  give 
attention  to  the  matter  of  expense,  for  we 
shall  claim  heavy  damagef  if  the  sewer  is  lo- 
cated as  recommended  by  your  committee. 
We  will  give  the  land  where  we  want  the  street 
to  go,  and  will  pay  the  expense  of  the  sewer. 
We  do  not  want  to  put  the  city  to  useless  ex- 
pense. The  question  of  grade  is  not  a  serious 
one,  and  the  proposed  deviation  from  a  direct 
line  is  no  great  obstacle,  and  would  very  ma- 
terially affect  Mr.  Clark's  jiroperty  for  the 
better. 

Councilman  Koss  :  Would  there  not  have 
to  be  tilling  done  on  the  Clark  land? 

Mr.  Clark:  1  he  filling  W()uld  have  to  be 
done  partly  on  the  land  of  other  people. 

Councilman  Ross :  It  seems  to  be  a  ques- 
tion of  damages.  Would  the.e  not  have  to 
be  a  steep  bank  there? 

Mr.  C^lark  :    The  l)aiik  is  there  already. 

Councilman  Ross;  Would  not  a  change 
injure  their  land? 

Mr.  Clark  :  Their  land  will  be  nearer  to 
grade  then  than  according  to  the  city's  plan. 

There  was  then  some  consultation  of  the 
plans  presented  by  Mr.  Drew,  alter  which  Mr. 
L)rew  closed  by  saying  that  a  street  and  sewer 
would  go  through  Mr.  Clark's  land  without 
any  curve  being  necessary,  and  referring  to 
excessive  damage  to  Mr.  Clark's  property  in 
case  the  committee's  plan  should  be  adopted. 


No  one  else  wishing  to  be  heard,  the  hear- 
ing was  closed. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Cottage  place. 

David  F.  Inglis  appeared  in  remonstrance, 
and  said  that  the  sewer  had  been  put  in  about 
two  months  ago,  and  notice  of  hearing  was 
only  sent  out  after  the  work  had  been  com- 
pleted. 

No  one  else  appeared,  and  the  hearing  was 
closed. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  a  private  way  off  Cherry 
street.    No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  Elm  court.  No  one  ap- 
peared. 

.\  hearing  was  called  on  the  rounding  of  the 
corner  of  Woodland  road  and  Central  street. 
N(j  one  appeared. 

Other  Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
sidewalks  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  5119,210  for  the 
accruing  municipal  expenses  for  the  month  of 

October,  in  items  as  follows,  was  given  a 
second  reading  and  adopted  : 

.Mmshouse  expenses  and  repairs  $200  00 

Armory  100  00 

Assessors'  department  1,500  00 

I  nspection  of  wires  deparimem  1,000  00 

Hoard  of  health  1,200  00 

Burial  grounds  400  co 

Inspection  of  buildings  departniciu  loc  00 

City  engineer's  department  100  00 

City  hall  100  00 

Elections  ^00  00 

Fire  department  1,200  00 
Highways — 

Curbing  100  00 

General  repairs  1,300  00 

Sidewalks  and  cro.ssings  1,50000 
Widening,  reconstruction 

and  improvements        4.000  00  6,900  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  permanent  200  00 

Interest  on  city  loans,  temporary  500  00 

Interest  on  sewer  bonds  9,o6o  00 

Interest  on  water  bonds  11,250  00 

Newton  Free  Library  800  00 

Parks  and  squares  400  00 

Police  department  4,000  00 

Poor  out  of  almshou.-.e  300  00 

Printing  100  oo 
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Public  property 

Registration  of  voters 

Salaries 

Schools — 

fieneral  appropriation  10,000  00 
Incidentals  too  00 

Sinking  fund,  city  debt 

Sinking  ftind,  school  loan 

Sinking  fund,  water  bonds 

Soldiers'  relief 

Slate  aid 

Street  light  department 

Water  maintenance — 

Salaries  400  00 

I-abor  200  00 

Incidentals  200  00 

Watering  streets  and  water  for  same 

Watering  troughs  and  drinking  posts 


300  00 
xoo  00 
1,000  00 


10,100  00 
29,000  00 

3,500  CO 

30,900  00 
100  00 
100  00 
2,500  00 


800  00 
1,000  00 


Total  $119,210  00 

An  order  was  taken  up  authorizing  the 
committee  on  jiuMic  property  to  expend 
510,657.50  in  the  purchase  of  71,050  s<|uare 
feet  of  land  on  W'atertown  and  Kdinhoro 
streets  for  a  site  U>r  a  schoolhouise. 

Councilman  (ireen  said:  F  don't  know  as 
it  is  necessary  to  say  much  on  this  subject,  as 
it  has  l)een  pretty  thoroughly  discussed  in  this 
body.  This  is  the  original  lot  selected  l)y  the 
public  property  committee  and  selected  l)y  a 
committee  of  the  citizens  of  the  ward.  The 
price  has  been  reduced  by  various  means  and 
stages  to  fifteen  cents  a  foot.  It  is  from  four 
to  five  cents  a  foot  morw  valual>le  than  the 
Harringttm  land,,  so-called. 

Councilman  liullard  :  t  he  councilman  from 
ward  two  has  explained  the  case  «  ell.  I  have 
made  a  careful  examination  of  the  matter 
during  the  summer  vacation.  I  have  e\am- 
ine<l  all  three  of  the  lots  that  have  received 
attention,  and  believe  this  lot  to  be  far  the 
best  for  the  city  to  buy. 

Councilman  Childs :  (  an't  we  get  the  lot 
at  a  lower  price? 

President  Knajjp :    I  am  unable  to  say. 

The  roll  was  then  called  an<l  the  order 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  — 14  yeas. 

From  the  Aldermen. 

'Ihe  following  papers  from  the  board  of 
aldermen  were  acted  upon  in  concurrence  or 
laid  over  under  the  rules : 

A  petition  from  .Mrs.  1).  C.  Heath  and 
about  thirty  others  for  the  widening  and  ex- 
tension of  Appleton  street  upon  the  lines 
recommended  by  the  boulevard  commission 
was  referred  U)  the  committee  t)n  highways. 


A  communication  from  .Vlbeit  liay  relative 
to  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  construct 
a  sewer  in  Austin  street  was  received  and 
ordered  placed  on  file. 

.\  communication  from  the  Boston  &  .\l- 
bany  railroad  company  relative  to  damages 
arising  from  sewer  construction  in  Newton 
and  Newton  Centre  was  received  and  filed. 

A  communication  from  the  same  corpora- 
tion relative  to  damages  in  West  Newton  and 
Auburndale  was  received  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  John  Leahy  and  ten  others 
for  a  hearing  upon  charges  against  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

Notice  of  a  claim  for  damages  resulting 
from  a  runaway  horse  was  received  from  Kliz- 
abeth  -Stanley,  by  her  attorney,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Notice  of  a  claitn  f,)r  damages  from  injuries 
resulting  fro.n  a  defect  in  the  highway  was 
received  from  Nettie  K.  Swcnson,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  claims. 

A  petition  for  one  street  light  on  Oak 
avenue  from  (  harles  I.,  lierry  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

:\  petition  from  (  harles  II.  Webb  for 
a  concrete  sidewalk  on  Waban  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

.\  petition  (rom  M.  C.  I^ffie  and  another 
for  concrete  sidewalks  and  edgestones  on 
(  iirlelon  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
i>.T  highways. 

.\  petition  from  Richard  .\nders  for  a  sewer 
in  < 'tis  street  was  referred  to  the  commiltee 
on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Charles  C.  Burr  and  others 
for  a  sewer  in  Fern  and  C'entral  streets  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

.\  petition  from  E.  I..  .Vtkinson  for  a  con- 
crete crosswalk  on  Washington  street,  ward 
four,  was  referred  to  the  committ  -e  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  R.  .-X.  ISallou  fur  a  sewer  in 
l'eml)roke  street  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  sewers. 

.\  petition  from  Blo.igett  and  another  for  a 
sewer  in  .Alpine  street  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  sewers. 

.A  petition  from  J.  W.  jj'rench  iar  edge- 
stones  on  C!cntre  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highvvays. 

A  petition  from  J.  S.  Cannon  and  others  for 
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a  sewer  in  Clinton  street  was  referred  to  the 
eommittee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  C.  A.  Cunningham  for  a 
crosswalk  on  Lowell  street  near  Walnut  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  H.  F.  Ross  an<I  another  for 
concrete  sidewalks  on  Clyde  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  J.  T.  Bailey  for  a  concrete 
sidewalk  on  Lowell  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  C.  T.  Pulsifer  and  another 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
(lay  street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  fav- 
orable to  the  taking  of  land  in  private  way  off 
Webster  street  for  sewer  purposes  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
relative  to  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Seaverns  court  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  same  commit- 
tee relative  to  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Watcrtown,  1  lenshaw  an<l  (  herry  streets  and 
the  Newton  C'enlral  boulevard  was  accepted. 

An  oriler  was  received  authorizing  the  city 
treasurer  to  acceiH  ;$75  from  the  heirs  of 
William  H.  Harris  oi.  account  of  the  drainage 
of  the  Mague  meadow. 

(  ouncilrnan  Kullard  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  .so  that  the  order  might  be  acted 
upon  immediately,  as  the  property  affected 
would  be  sold  on  the  following  day. 

['resident  Knapp  said  that  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  suspend  the  rules. 

'I'lie  order  was  then  adopted. 

.\n  order  was  received  aulhuri^ing  the  c  ity 
treasurer  to  obtain  a  loan  or  loans  not  to  ex- 
ceed ;?20o,ooo  in  anticipation  of  taxes  for 
1894. 

C(<uncilman  15ullar<l  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

'I'he  order  was  then  given  a  second  rea<iing 
and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote  by  14 
yeas. 

A  petition  from  Luther  I'aul  and  others  for 
the  laying  out,  grading  and  acce])tance  of  Ox- 
ford road  to  a  width  of  forty  eiglit  feel  was 
referred  to  tde  committee  on  highways. 

order  was  adopted  for  taking  land  for 
sewer  purposes  in  a  private  way  off  Webster 
street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  morning,  Octo- 
ber 15,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board  of 


aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
22,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  tak- 
ing land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Seaverns  court 
or  Higgins  street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  even- 
ing, October  15,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening, 
October  22,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  com- 
mon council. 

.'\n  orcier  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  (or  sewer  purposes  in  Cottage  place. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  of  the  Nonantum  Worsted  company,  be- 
tween Bridge  and  Chapel  streets,  for  sewer 
purposes. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  for  sewer  purposes  from  Seaverns  street 
northwesterly. 

.\n  order  was  adopted  authorizing  the  town 
of  15rookline  to  lay  water  pipes  in  Middlesex 
road. 

An  order  appropriating  S350  (or  moving  a 
city  building  (rom  Austin  street  to  the  pipe 
yard  on  Watertown  street  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $5593 
(or  the  laying  of  water  pipes  in  Alpine  street, 
Biadford  road.  Crescent  street,  O.xford  road, 
Tembroke  street,  Saxon  road,  off  Prospect 
street,  Aharon  avenue,  Thurston  roa<l.  Walnut 
street  and  Winchester  street. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  that  the  ruK's  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  S210  for  the  lay- 
ing o(  water  pip^s  in  Oak  avenue  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules. 

.\n  order  appropriating  SS90  for  the  laying 
of  water  pipes  in  Beacon  street,  without  guai- 
anty,  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  city 
treasurer  to  issue  and  sell  twenty  4  per 
ci'nt  registered  bonds  o(  a  denomination  of 
yiCKX)  each,  due  October  I,  1900,  to  be  known 
as  the  Newton  sewer  loan,  and  providing  that 
plates  be  secured  for  printing  the  same. 

Co\mcilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote,  13  yeas,  (  ouncilrnan  Hatfield  absent. 

An  order  was  received  author. zing  the  city 
treasurer  to  issue  and  sell  twenty  4  per  cent 
registered  bonds  of  a  denomination  of  $1000 
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each,  due  October  i,  1901,  to  be  known  as 
the  Newton  sewer  loan,  and  providing  that 
plates  be  secured  for  printing  the  same. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  14  yeas. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  city 
treasurer  to  issue  and  sell  twenty  4  per  cent 
registered  bonds  of  a  denomination  of  Siooo 
each,  due  October  I,  1902,  to  be  known  as 
the  Newton  sewer  loan,  and  providing  that 
plates  be  secured  for  printing  the  same. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  13  yeas,  Councilman  Ross  absent. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Samuel 
Ward  and  many  others  withdrawing  their 
names  from  a  petition  relative  to  taking  land 
for  park  purposes  on  the  shores  of  Crystal 
lake.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  parks 
and  ?;quares. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  gradini;  and  ac- 
ceptance of  P'airfax  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  same  committee  favor- 
able to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Duncklee  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  same  committee  favor- 
able to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance 
of  Saxon  road  was  accepted. 

.\n  ordei  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Fairfax 
street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 15,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
22,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common 
council. 

.An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Dunck- 
lee street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Oc- 
tober 15,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
22,  .It  7-45  o'clock,  l)efore  the  common 
council. 

.'\n  order  was  adopted  tor  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Saxon 
road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  (Jctober 
'5>  3'  7-3^  o'clock,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  October 
22,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common 
council. 


An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Elm  court  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  private  way  off  Cherry  street  was 
adopted. 

.\n  order  was  adopted  for  taking  land  for 
rounding  the  northeast  corner  of  Woodland 
road  and  Central  streets. 

.Vn  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  wid- 
ening the  Newton  central  boulevard  near  the 
Boston  line,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
October  15,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 22,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common 
council. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  VVatertown,  Henshaw  and  Cherry 
streets,  and  the  Newton  central  boulevard, 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  transferring  $269.10, 
the  unexpended  balance  of  the  tree  account, 
to  the  appropriation  for  parks  and  squares. 

< 'ouncilman  Koss  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  oriler  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

.Vn  order  changing  the  name  of  the  N'ewt'.m 
central  boulevard  to  Commonwealth  avenue 
was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  328,528  for  the 
completion  of  a  drain  from  .Austin  street  to 
Cheese  Cake  lirook  was  laiti  over  under  the 
rules. 

The  Jury  List. 

The  jury  list  was  then  taken  from  the  table 
and  revised,  after  which  it  was  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Bullard  presented  a  petition 
from  Howlett  et  al.  for  two  street  lights  in 
l-'airfax  street.  Keferre<l  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

Councilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
(  lane  et  al.  for  one  street  light  corner  (Iriffin 
avenue  and  Walnut  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

(  ouncilman  Briston  presented  a  petition 
from  Michael  Enegess  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  North  School 
street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petiton  from 
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Fred  A.  Foster  for  six  street  lights  on  dray 
Cliff  road.  Referretl  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

Councilman  Savage  presented  a  petition 
from  Sumner  I'aine  for  damages  on  account 
of  change  of  grade  of  Cabot  street.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Councilman  (ireen  presented  an  order  au- 
thorizing the  expenditure  of  S500  in  advertis- 
ing and  procuring  plans  for  a  schoolhouse  at 
Newtonville.  The  rules  were  suspended  and 
the  order  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted, 
14  yeas. 

A  Lively  Tilt. 

Councilman  Hullard :  Is  unlinished  hu.'ji- 
ness  in  order? 

President  Knapp:    \  es. 

Councilman  BuUard :  On  the  table  is  an 
order  appropriating  {(500  for  advertising  and 
procuring  plans  for  a  schoolhouse  to  be  situ- 
ated m  ward  three.  It  is  all  that  remains  of  a 
scheme  for  a  schoolhouse  to  cost  from  $85,000 
to  >90,ooo,  which  was  to  be  poorly  located, 
larger  than  there  is  any  possible  need,  anil  far 
from  the  centre  of  population.  'I'here  is  no 
man  in  this  ward  who  wants  this  thing  settled 
as  it  should  be  any  more  than  I  do.  .\ly  atti- 
tutle  toward  this  project  has  been  questioned 
and  misrepresented.  I  have  been  accused  of 
defeating  a  common  project,  and  I  want  to 
know  the  feeling  of  this  board.  I  don't  be- 
lieve it  has  changed.  1  want  to  know  what 
can  be  clone.  I  wish  to  have  this  order  taken 
from  the  table  and  killed  in  order  to  clear  the 
matter  up  so  that  something  can  be  done 
toward  providing  school  accommodations  in 
this  ward.  1  move  that  the  order  be  taken 
from  the  table. 

Councilman  Weed:  I  think  it  would  l)e 
very  foolish  to  take  this  order  from  the  table 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  it  until  we  know 
what  the  board  really  favors. 

Councilman  Hullard :  1  wish  to  have  it 
taken  up  in  order  to  ascertain  w  hat  is  the  sen- 
timent of  this  board  in  relation  to  the  plan. 
Does  this  body  believe  in  expending  $85,000 
in  con.slructing  a  schoolhouse  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Pierce  schoolhouse?  The  superintend- 
ent says  that  we  must  have  a  schoolhouse  that 
will  accommodate  Ooo  pupils.  The  numl)er 
of  pupils  who  attend  the  Pierce  school  is  only 
256.  Why  should  we  provide  so  much  room 
that  is  not  needed,  when  the  expense  will  be 


so  great?  In  relation  to  the  plan  as  proposed 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  quoted  as  favoring  it. 

Councilman  Tohnan  :  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  public  property  committee  had  a  special 
meeting  with  the  school  board,  and  it  was  de- 
cided best  to  build  larger  schoolhouses  to  save 
expense  in  maintaining  them.  It  was  from 
motives  of  economy  that  the  committee 
favored  a  large  structure. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  I  wish  to  say  that  if 
this  may  be  taken  as  evidence  that  it  is  the 
intention  to  make  the  children  in  my  section 
go  one-fourth  mile  farther  to  attend  school 
that  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  1  know  that 
many,  very  many,  of  the  residents  of  this  ward 
are  also  opposed  to  it.  The  time  is  not  far  off 
when  there  will  be  a  demand  for  a  school- 
house  on  the  hill,  and  when  there  is  sufficient 
need  that  demand  will  make  itself  felt.  If  we 
have  an  excessively  large  schoolhouse  in  the 
location  favored  by  the  cimimittee,  it  will  be 
too  much  to  ask  for  another  schoolhouse  on 
the  hill. 

Councilman  I'olman :  We  are  not  advo- 
cating any  particular  school,  but  we  have 
accepted  the  views  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools  that  the  larger  schoolhouses  will 
pr^ive  more  economical. 

Count ilman  Savage;  I  second  the  motion 
to  take  the  order  from  the  table. 

(  ounci.man  Hattield:  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  taken  from  the  table,  but  not  for  the 
purpose  of  killing  it.  1  do  not  agree  with  my 
lirother  from  ward  three  in  this  matter,  and 
for  Narious  reasons.  This  seems  to  be  a  case 
of  eleven  obstinate  jurymen  and  one  man  of 
sense.  I  think  the  matter  should  l>e  taken 
hold  of  and  not  allowed  to  lay  over  any 
longer. 

Councilman  Weed:  I  still  fail  to  see  any 
reason  for  taking  the  oriler  from  the  table 
until  we  are  ready  to  take  action  on  the  whole 
sul)ject.  It  would  be  awkward  to  vule  for  the 
order  and  not  know  where  the  schoolhouse  is 
to  be  locateil.  I  think  the  position  is  not 
well  taken. 

Councilman  BuUaid?  I  believe  the  order 
appropriating  money  for  plans  sh.juld  have 
iieen  killed  with  the  others,  and  that  in  laying 
it  on  ihe  table  there  was  an  undue  distinclion. 
1  do  not  agree  with  the  position  of  the  coun- 
cilman from  ward  seven.  This  order  should 
be  killed  to  clear  the  way  for  other  action. 
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Councilman  Weed :  I  call  for  a  showing 
of  hands  on  the  motion. 

Councilman  Bullard ;  I  move  that  a  yea 
and  nay  vote  he  taken. 

This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  order  was 
taken  from  the  table  by  a  vote  of  9  yeas  and 
5  nays. 

The  clerk  read  the  order,  which  provided 
for  the  expenditure  of  $500  in  advertising  for 
and  procuring  plans  for  a  twelve-room  school- 
house,  with  hall,  to  be  located  in  West 
Newton. 

Councilman  Bullard  said  :  I  believe  I  have 
stated  the  case  as  clearly  as  possible  :  First, 
badly  situated;  second,  price  too  high;  and 
third,  no  necessity  for  a  schoolhouse  of  such 
size. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  There  is  no  partic- 
ular land  decided  upon. 

President  Knapp  :  I  rult-  that  the  order  is 
improperly  drawn,  and  should  therefore  he 
thrown  out  inasmuch  as  the  appropriation  is 
to  he  charged  to  the  assessment  of  taxes  for 
1894,  and  the  tax  levy  has  already  been  com- 
pleted for  the  year. 

No  objection  was  made  to  the  ruling  and 
the  matter  was  disposed  of. 

Councilman  Bullard:  I  have  here  an  order 
instructing  the  public  property  committee  to 
report  on  land,  building  and  furnishings  to 
cost  not  more  than  $50,000.  It  has  been 
slated  that  I  would  not  vote  for  any  school- 
house  on  the  noith  side  of  the  track.  This  is 
not  so.  1  think  that  ample  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  Pierce  district,  and  that  it 
can  Ix-  done  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
550,000.  In  presenting  this  order  I  w.Tnt  it 
understood  that  I  cast  no  reflections  upon  the 
public  property  committee. 

Councilman  Ross :  When  the  order  for 
plans  came  up  before  I  objected  on  the  score 
that  no  architect  would  touch  the  matter  till 
the  lot  had  been  selected. 

t!ouncilman  Bullard:  I  want  to  learn  the 
opinion  of  this  body  as  to  the  advisability  of 


selecting  a  lot  and  erecting  a  schoolhouse  at  a 
cost  of  $50,000. 

Councilman  Weed  :  Why  would  it  not  be 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  let  the  Pierce  school 
stand  as  it  is? 

Councilman  Bullard :  That  would  not  be 
satisfactory.  That  building  is  badly  placed, 
old,  tumbled  down  and  in  a  most  unsanitary 
condition.  The  Hyde  schoolhouse  has  been 
replaced,  it  had  been  hoped  to  replace  the 
Pierce  schoolhouse,  and  the  Adams  school 
district  seems  likely  to  be  provided  with  a 
new  building. 

Councilman  Hatfield;  If  a  twelve-room 
schoolhouse  can  be  built  for  $50,000  will  you 
favor  it,  and  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
public  property  committee. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  Since  that  is  impos- 
sil)le,  under  our  building  laws,  I  may  say  yes 
in  answer  to  your  question. 

Councilman  Weed :  It  seems  to  me  the 
wisest  plan  to  postpone  action  until  the  public 
property  committee  can  consider  the  matter. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  If  we  wait  until  the 
public  pruperty  committee  takes  its  stand  we 
are  not  committing  the  city  to  any  course. 

Councilman  Degen  asked  to  have  the  order 
read  again. 

President  Knapp  read  the  order. 

Councilman  Ross  :  1  can't  see  any  harm  in 
passing  the  order. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  relieving  John  Joyce  as  surety  for 
the  contract  of  Thomas  V.  Mague  in  construct- 
ing a  section  of  the  boulevard,  and  substituting 
William  II.  Mague  in  his  stead,  was  read. 

Councilman  (irecn  asked  the  reason  for  a 
change. 

President  Knapp:     I  cannot  say. 

Councilman  Parker ;  It  is  merely  a  trans- 
fer.   One  is  as  good  as  the  other. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  to. 20  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilman Weed. 
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Proceedings  of  Common 

A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  at 
7.30  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  October  8, 
with  the  following  members  present :  Coun- 
cilmen  Briston,  Green,  Wing,  Savage,  BuUard, 
Hatfield,  Ross,  Dickens,  Degen,  Parker,  Weed 
and  Tolman,  and  President  Knapp. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  referred  in  con- 
currence : 

A  petition  from  Ciardner  and  others  for 
relief  from  surface  drainage  from  Pleasant 
street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
sewers. 

A  petition  from  Haskell  and  others  for  the 
widening  of  Central  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Jacques  and  others  against 
the  widening  of  Eldredge  street  and  Hyde  ave- 
nue was  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

.\  petition  from  William  L.  Thompson  for 
the  widening  of  a  portion  of  Boylston  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Brown  and  others  for  the 
naming  of  Russell  road  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  communication  from  the  board  of  health 
recommending  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Clinton  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  sewers. 

A  remonstrance  from  O'Leary  and  others 
against  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Clinton 
.street,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
sewers. 

A  petition  from  William  F.  Harbach  for  a 
sewer  in  Berwick  road  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Hall  and  others  for  street 
lights  on  Elm  road  and  Kimball  terrace  was 
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referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

A  petition  from  the  school  committee  for 
$750  additional  appropriation  for  school  inci- 
dentals was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Reports  Accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  received  through 
the  upper  board  and  accepted : 

A  report  from  the  city  engineer  submitting 
schedule  i8  of  the  sewer  assessments. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
relative  to  certain  charges  against  the  super- 
intendent of  streets. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  widening  of  Appleton  street. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

An  order  accepting  propositions  relative  to 
the  widening  of  Appleton  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
widening  of  Appleton  street,  to  be  held  on 
Monday  evening,  October  15,  at  7.30  o'clock, 
before  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  the 
same  date  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common 
conncil. 

An  order  for  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes 
in  Austin  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes 
off  .-Mlston  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laymg  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Hillside  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  §15,000  for  the 
construction  of  a  drain  in  Centre  and  Elm- 
wood  streets  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of 
a  ten-year  four  per  cent  note  of  Si  1,000  for 
the  construction  of  a  drain  in  Centre  and 
Elmwood  streets  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
a  drain  iu  Woodbine  street  at  a  cost  of  S1500 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 
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An  order  appropriating  $900  for  the  con- 
struction of  Austin  street  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  Si 550  for  the  im- 
provement of  Waban  street  and  Walnut  park 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S200  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  horse  for  the  fire  department  was 
read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 11  yeas, 
Councilmen  Briston,  Childs  and  Green  absent. 

An  order  appropriating  $500  for  the  im- 
provement of  Boyd's  pond  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

An  order  making  certain  assessments,  ac- 
cording to  schedule  B,  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence  : 

An  order  appropriating  $350  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  building  on  Austin  street  to  the 
pipe  yard  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $2 10  for  laying  a 
water  main  in  Oak  avenue  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $890  for  laying  a 
water  main  in  Beacon  street  without  guaranty 
was  given  a  second  reading  and  adopted  by  a 
yea  and  nay  vote — 1 2  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs 
and  Dickens  absent. 

An  order  appropriating  $28,528  for  a  drain 
in  Austin  street  to  Cheese  Cake  brook  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea 
and  nay  vote — 12  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs 
and  Dickens  absent. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  certain 
sewers  was  given  a  second  reading,  and 
amended  upon  motion  of  Councilman  Degen 
by  substituting  the  words  "  Commonwealth 
avenue"  for  "Newton  central  boulevard." 
.As  amended,  the  order  was  adopted  in  non- 
concurrence  and  sent  up. 

Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  off  Allston  street.  No  one 
appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Elm  road.  No  one 
appeared. 


A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Elmhurst  road.  No 
one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Fisher  avenue. 
No  one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Hillside  road.  No 
one  appeared. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Tudor  terrace.  No 
one  appeared. 

Other  Business. 

The  following  additional  papers  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence  or  laid  over  under  the 
rules : 

An  order  was  adopted  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  legislation  to  attend  an  adjourned 
hearing  on  Thursday,  October  18,  at  the  State 
house,  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  dam 
in  the  Charles  river  to  form  a  water  basin  in 
place  of  the  present  tidal  estuary. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Berwick  road  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  eommittee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Central,  Otis  and  Pembroke  streets  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Henshavv  court  was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment for  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 
1894,  was  received  and  accepted. 

A  petition  from  Isaac  L.  Garrison  and 
another  for  a  sewer  in  Newtonville  avenue 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Murdock  for  a 
concrete  sidewalk  on  Bacon  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Gleason  and  others  for 
concrete  sidewalks  on  Bowdoin  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  the  Newton  Theological 
Institution  for  a  sewer  in  Cypress  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

.\  petition  from  Caroline  J.  Barker  for  a 
concrete  sidewalk  on  Washington  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  John  T.  Langford  for  a 
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sewer  in  Waban  park  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  committee 
on  public  property,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  a  site  and  erect  thereon  a  schoolhouse 
of  the  required  capacity  (twelve  rooms  and 
hall),  in  the  Pierce  school  district,  West 
Newton  for  $50,000. 

Councilman  Tolman  stated  that  nothing 
was  said  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  on 
public  property,  about  the  necessity  for  a 
twelve  room  schoolhouse  for  ward  3,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  report. 

Councilman  BuUard  then  moved  that  the 
report  be  recommitted,  and  the  motion  was 
carried. 

An  order  appropriating  34108  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Austin,  Chestnut,  Weir  and 
Winchester  streets  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  construction  of  Elm  road. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Henshaw 
court,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 22,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  the  same  date  at  7.45 
o'clock,  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Ber- 
wick road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
(Jctober  22,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  on  the  same  date,  at  7.45 
o'clock,  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  rescinding  an  order 
authorizing  the  issue  and  sale  of  100  four  per 
cent  twenty-year  registered  bonds,  of  a  denom- 
ination of  $1000  each,  to  be  known  as  the 
Newton  central  boulevard  loan. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  issue 
and  sale  of  eighty  4  per  cent  twenty-year 
registered  bonds  of  a  denomination  of  3 1000 
each,  payable  October  i,  19 1 4,  and  providing 
for  procuring  the  plates  and  printing  of  the 
same. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 12  yeas,  2 
absent. 

.\n  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
the  following  streets  and  ways  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules :  In  Newtonville  avenue. 
Fern  street,  Otis  street,  Pembroke  street.  Ware 


road,  private  land  from  Bridge  street  to 
Chapel  street,  Elm  court.  Cottage  place,  Austin 
street,  private  land  off  Seaverns  street,  court 
off  Cherry  street,  near  River  street,  court  off 
Allston  street,  near  railroad  crossing. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  the  orders  that  had  been  laid 
over  appropriating  315,000  for  drain  in  Centre 
and  Elmwood  streets,  relative  to  the  sale  of 
one  note  of  3i  1,000  for  a  drain  in  Centre 
and  Elmwood  streets,  appropriating  $1500 
for  a  drain  in  Woodbine  street,  appropri- 
ating $900  for  the  construction  of  Austin 
street,  and  appropriating  Si 550  for  the  im- 
provement of  Walnut  street  and  Walnut 
park.  He  said  :  It  is  quite  important  these 
orders  should  be  passed  tonight,  because  it  is 
time  to  get  to  work  on  the  improvements. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  car- 
ried and  the  orders  taken  up  in  turn. 

The  order  appropriating  $1550  for  the  im- 
provement of  Waban  street  and  Walnut  park 
was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  1  would  like  to  know 
the  nature  of  this  improvement  before  a  vote 
is  taken,  as  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  project. 

President  Knapp  :  Councilman  Parker  can 
explain  what  is  to  be  done. 

Councilman  Parker:  As  Alderman  Both- 
feld  is  more  familiar  with  the  undertaking,  I 
would  like  to  have  him  state  to  the  council 
just  what  is  to  be  done. 

President  Knapp :  I  understand  that  the 
land  necessary  to  the  widening  is  to  be  con- 
tributed by  the  abutters  without  charge,  and 
this  money  is  the  balance  needed  to  carry  out 
the  project. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

The  order  appropriating  3900  for  the  con- 
struction of  Austin  street  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 
12  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs  and  Dickens 
absent. 

The  order  appropriating  $1500  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  drain  in  Woodbine  street  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea 
and  nay  vote — 12  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs  and 
Dickens  absent. 

The  order  appropriating  $15,000  for  the 
construction  of  a  drain  in  Centre  and  Elm- 
wood street  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 11  yeas, 
Councilmen  Bullard,  Childs  and  Dickens 
absent. 
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The  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
issue  and  sell  a  note  of  the  city  of  $11,000  to 
run  for  ten  years,  bearing  interest  at  four  per 
cent,  for  the  construction  of  a  drain  in  Centre 
and  Elmwood  streets,  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 
13  yeas,  Councilman  Chikls  absent. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Tolman  presented  an  order  ap- 
propriating $6000  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  committee  on  public  property. 
He  said :  The  money  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  this  committee  has  always  been  inade- 
quate to  its  needs.  Last  year  the  committee 
found  it  necessary  to  overrun  its  appropriation 
51100.  This  year  has  been  one  of  extraordi- 
nary expenses,  owing  to  the  repair  bills  which 
have  resulted  from  fires  in  two  of  the  school 
buildings,  and  being  compelled  to  connect 
with  the  sewer,  all  of  which  has  to  come  out 
of  our  appropriation,  although  it  should  be 
charged  differently.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of 
bookkeeping.  This  year,  as  I  have  said,  there 
have  been  some  extraordinary  expenses,  and 
to  illustrate  this  I  will  read  the  items  that  this 
appropriation  of  $6000  will  have  to  be  ex- 
pended in  paying.  He  then  read  a  long  bill, 
giving  the  cost  of  certain  repairs,  among  them 
being  one  for  new  floors  in  the  Davis  school- 
house,  which  he  stated  had  been  deemed  nec- 
essary owing  to  the  danger,  or  supposed  dan- 
ger, from  a  contagious  disease  which  had  been 
discovered  in  the  school. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  Before  voting  on 
the  order  introduced  by  the  councilman  from 
ward  seven,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  amount 
expended  for  repairs  on  No.  3  engine  house. 
I  understood  the  councilman  to  read  it  as 
S800.  I  supposed  it  was  covered  by  the 
special  appropriation  made  for  placing  the  old 
steamer  in  commission  and  enlarging  the 
engine  house. 

Councilman  Parker:  Engine  house  iS'o.  3 
is  at  Newton  Centre. 

Councilman  Bullard :  I  was  thinking  of 
Xo.  2. 

Councilman  Tolman :  There  have  been 
extraordinary  expenses,  largely  owing  to  the 
existence  of  so  many  wooden  buildings,  which 
we  shall  get  rid  of  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Councilman  Bullard :  I  would  like  to 
make  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  work  of  put- 


ting in  new  floors  at  the  Davis  school.  Was 
that  work  done  by  contract? 

Councilman  Tolman :  The  inspector  of 
buildings  is  present  and  he  can  give  the  in- 
formation desired. 

Inspector  of  buildings  Elder  said :  The 
work  was  not  done  by  contract.  The  mat- 
ter was  left  in  my  hands  and  I  had  the  work 
done  as  cheaply  as  possible,  employing  two 
different  sets  of  men,  one  to  take  up  and  re- 
move the  old  floors,  and  one  to  put  down  the 
new  ones. 

Councilman  Bullard :  I  am  glad  to  learn 
this,  for  something  has  been  printed  in  some  of 
the  papers  that  would  give  a  different  impres- 
sion. I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  statements 
made  are  not  true. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 13  yeas, 
Councilman  Childs  absent. 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  the  order 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  about  70,000 
square  feet  of  land  on  Watertown  and 
Walker  streets  and  Brookside  avenue  be 
taken  from  the  table. 

Councilman  Tolman :  Is  this  the  order  re- 
relative  to  the  Knowles  or  the  Harrington 
lot? 

Councilman  Green  :  It  is  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Harringtsn  lot.  The  alder- 
men have  tonight  killed  the  order  which  had 
passed  this  board  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Knowles  lot. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  don't  know  what 
arguments  were  brought  forward  to  defeat 
the  passage  of  the  order,  but  I  think  the  city 
council  should  look  into  this  matter  farther 
than  it  has  before  final  action  is  taken.  Mr. 
Knowles  has  made  an  exceedingly  fair  offer. 
He  will  put  the  land  in  at  fifteen  cents  a  foot, 
or  will  leave  the  question  of  price  out  to 
three  disinterested  parties.  It  is  hardly  treat- 
ing him  fairly  to  dispose  of  the  matter  in 
haste.  He  will  stand  by  the  decision  of  three 
parties,  and  let  the  city  have  the  lot  at  what- 
ever price  they  may  agree  upon,  if  it  is  only 
six  or  seven  cents.  He  has  acted  fairly  with 
the  committee  and  should  be  treated  with 
courtesy. 

Councilman  Green :  I  wish  to  explain 
further  that  the  people  of  Newtonville  want 
something  done  toward  settling  the  site  for  a 
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schoolhouse  in  the  Adams  school  district.  I 
have  all  along  advocated  the  purchase  of  the 
Knowles  lot,  and  was  as  anxious  as  any  one 
else  that  it  should  be  bought.  It  now  appears 
almost,  not  quite,  certain  that  any  order  for 
the  purchase  of  that  lot  would  fail  to  pass  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  it  is  with  that  in  mind 
that  I  wish  the  order  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Harrington  lot  acted  upon  favorably,  for  that 
order  has  already  passed  the  upper  board.  I 
have  talked  with  many,  very  many,  of  the  res- 
idents of  the  district,  and  they  seem  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  Harrington  lot,  although  the 
Knowles  lot  was  the  first  choice  with  a  large 
number  of  citizens.  The  order  for  the  pur- 
chase of  that  lot  has  been  defeated  in  the 
board  of  aldermen  after  having  been  tabled 
several  times. 

Councilman  Ross :  In  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Harrington  land,  I  think  that  the 
committee  on  public  property  has  not  been 
treated  fairly.  I  question  the  legality  of 
passing  the  order  in  question,  for  the  rules 
provide  that  the  committee  shall  first  pass 
upon  such  matters.  I  think  any  action  toward 
the  purchase  of  the  Harrington  land  until  after 
the  matter  has  been  acted  upon  by  the  com- 
mittee would  be  improper.  Because  two  or 
three  members  of  the  upper  board  are  obsti- 
nate, is  no  reason  for  taking  action  at  this 
time. 

Councilman  Savage :  The  citizens  of  the 
district  are  entirely  satisfied  with  the  Harring- 
ton lot,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  not  acting 
upon  the  order  at  this  time.  The  aldermen 
have  passed  unanimously  in  favor  of  killing 
the  order  for  the  purchase  of  the  Knowles  lot. 
The  people  of  the  ward  are  satisfied,  the  city 
will  save  $1600  by  buying  the  Harrington  lot 
and  there  is  surely  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  value  of  the  two  lots. 

Councilman  Tolman :  The  statement  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  prop- 
erty was  present  and  voted  to  kill  the  Knowles 
lot  order  is  not  so.  Alderman  Hamilton  was 
also  alisent. 

Councilman  .Savage :  I  had  no  intention  to 
imply  that  all  the  members  of  the  upper  board 
were  present,  but  the  order  was  defeated 
unanimously. 

Councilman  Tolman :  .Mdermen  Hamilton 
and  Thompson  would,  I  am  sure,  have  favored 
the  purchase  of  the  Knowles  lot. 

Councilman  Savage  :    Leaving  it  out  of  the 


question  how  it  was  accomplished,  the  price 
on  these  lots  has  been  reduced,  and  I  would 
vote  to  purchase  any  suitable  lot,  because  a 
new  schoolhouse  is  very  much  needed. 

Councilman  Degen :  Things  appear  to  be 
getting  a  good  deal  mixed,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  Harrington  lot  is  the  one  near  the 
brook,  with  the  low  land? 

Councilman  Savage :  The  Harrington  lot 
is  the  highest  and  dryest  of  the  three  lots  that 
have  been  examined. 

President  Knapp :  This  lot  is  on  the  right 
hand  side  going  from  West  Newton  toward 
Newtonville. 

Councilman  Tolman :  It  is  opposite  the 
pipe  yard  on  Watertown  street. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  don't  wish  to  dispute 
any  one,  but  the  lot  is  not  directly  opposite 
the  pipe  yard.  The  order  is  on  the  table  now, 
and  I  think  it  should  stay  there. 

Councilman  Savage :  I  think  it  is  not  quite 
the  thing  for  opposition  to  the  purchase  of 
this  lot  to  come  wholly  from  members  outside 
of  the  ward  interested.  The  entire  delegation 
from  Xewtonville  to  the  city  council,  including 
the  mayor,  are  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  the 
Harrington  lot.  I  think  there  should  be  no 
further  dispute  over  the  question. 

Councilman  Ross  stated  that  the  council 
had  not  been  informed  that  the  order  for  the 
Knowles  lot  had  been  defeated  by  the  alder- 
men, and  thought  action  should  be  delayed 
until  notified. 

President  Knapp :  The  paper  is  out  of 
order  with  a  motion  before  the  house,  but  if 
there  is  no  objection  I  will  ask  the  clerk  to 
read  a  message  from  the  board  of  aldermen. 

The  clerk  then  read  a  message  from  the 
upper  board  slating  that  the  board  of  alder- 
men refused  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the 
order  for  the  purchase  of  the  Knowles  lot. 

The  motion  on  taking  the  order  from  the 
table  was  then  put.  The  chair  was  in  doubt 
as  to  the  result  of  the  vote. 

Councilman  .Savage  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  resulting  in  7  yeas, 
6  nays  and  1  absent,  and  the  order  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Councilman  Savage :  Before  voting  on  the 
adoption  of  the  order  I  wish  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  the  entire  delegation  from  ward  two, 
including  the  mayor,  favors  this  lot. 

Councilman  Bullard :    I  remember  having 
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said  at  a  recent  meeting  that  I  had  looked  at 
all  three  lots.  I  consider  it  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  have  a  lot  at  once.  Ex-Alderman 
Chadwick,  with  his  knowledge  of  building, 
told  me  he  considered  this  lot  superior  to  the 
others.  In  this  opinion  I  could  not  agree,  but 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  our  duty,  if  we  are  to 
build  a  schoolhouse  at  all,  to  vote  for  the 
passage  of  this  order,  which  seems  to  satisfy 
the  residents  of  the  district  most  concerned. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 13  yeas. 
Councilman  Childs  absent. 

Councilman  Green  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  an  order  authorizing  the  issue  and  sale 
of  nine  twenty-year  4  per  cent  registered 
bonds  of  a  denomination  of  Siooo  each,  to  be 
dated  July  i,  1894,  and  to  be  known  as  the 
Newtonville  school  loan,  and  authorizing  the 
procuring  of  plates  and  printing  of  the 
same. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 13  yeas. 
Councilman  Childs  absent. 

Councilman  Green  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  an  order  authorizing  the  committee  on 
public  property  to  advertise  for  and  procure 


plans  for  an  eight-room  shoolhouse  to  be  sit- 
uated at  Newtonville,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $100,  and  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting 1895  place  of  1894.  The  order  was 
taken  from  the  talsle  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  rules  were  then  suspended  and  the 
order  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 13 
yeas.  Councilman  Childs  absent. 

Orders  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
receive  $1 150  from  various  parties  on  account 
of  Park  avenue,  and  authorizing  the  comple- 
tion of  Park  avenue,  between  Sargent  and 
Cotton  streets,  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the 
placing  of  street  lights  in  various  streets  and 
ways : 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  the  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
adjourned  at  9.12  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilman Savage. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Oct.  12,  1894. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  at 
7.30  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  October  15, 
with  the  following  members  present :  Coun- 
cilmen  Briston,  Green,  Wing,  Savage,  Bullard, 
Hatfield,  Ross,  Dickens,  Degen,  Parker  and 
Tolman,  and  President  Knapp. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
receive  Si  150  from  various  parties  on  account 
i)f  Park  avenue,  and  authorizing  the  comple- 
tion of  Park  avenue,  between  Sargent  and 
Cotton  streets,  was  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
the  following  streets  and  ways  was  given  a 
second  reading  and  adopted  :  In  Newtonville 
avenue.  Fern  street,  Otis  street,  Pembroke 
street.  Ware  road,  private  land  from  Bridge 
street  to  Chapel  street,  Elm  court.  Cottage 
place,  Austin  street,  private  land  off  Seaverns 
street,  court  off  Cherry  street,  near  River 
street,  court  off  .Mlston  street,  near  railroad 
crossing. 

An  order  appropriating  S410S  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Austin,  Chestnut,  Weir  and 
Wmchester  streets  was  given  a  second  read- 
ing and  adopted. 

An  order  making  certain  sewer  assessments, 
according  to  schedule  18,  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  S500  for  the  im- 
provement of  Boyd's  pond  was  given  a  second 
reading. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  some  member  of  the  park  committee  in 
regard  to  this  matter  before  the  roll  is  called, 
as  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  object  of  the 
appropriation. 


Councilman  Degen :  I  cannot  say  very 
much  except  that  the  park  committee  went 
down  to  examine  the  grounds  for  complaint, 
and  concluded  to  recommend  the  deepening 
and  straightening  of  the  bed  of  the  brook. 
The  place  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  a 
nuisance,  and  the  nuisance  should  be  abated. 
It  appeared  that  this  could  be  done  with  the 
least  expense  by  adopting  the  plan  prepared 
by  the  city  engineer.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  will  not  exceed  S500,  and  that  is  all  we 
have  asked  for. 

Councilman  Ross:  I  was  not  present  with 
the  committee  when  it  visited  Boyd's  pond, 
but  the  board  of  health  consider  the  matter  a 
very  urgent  one. 

Councilman  Briston  (returning  to  the  coun- 
cil chamber)  :  What  is  the  order  under  dis- 
cussion. 

President  Knapp  read  the  order. 

Councilman  Briston :  I  thought  that  order 
had  already  passed.  It  has  been  so  long  since 
the  matter  was  reported  upon  that  the  people 
in  that  district  are  talking  of  petitioning  ti) 
have  immediate  action  taken.  A  long  time 
ago,  when  Mr.  Xoyes  was  city  engineer,  plans 
were  prepared  to  do  away  with  this  nuisance. 
I  think  that  $500  is  too  little  to  do  what  is 
needed.  The  water  from  this  brook  over- 
flows the  city  land,  and  becomes  stagnant  and 
offensive.  Doctors  attribute  the  malaria 
which  prevails  in  that  section  to  this  stagnant 
water.  The  wash  from  Washington  and  other 
streets  deposits  its  filth  here,  and  we  all  know 
something  of  what  that  deposit  must  be.  I 
know  a  good  deal  about  this  nuisance,  and  I 
hear  a  good  deal  of  complaint  about  it.  A 
long  time  ago,  when  this  matter  first  came  up, 
the  board  of  health  was  in  favor  of  abating 
the  nuisance.  That  was  before  the  present 
board  of  health  came  into  existence.  Then 
Watertown  owned  part  of  the  land  around 
Boyd's  pond,  and  it  was  said  that  the  city 
could  not  take  this  land  without  special  legis- 
lation. We  went  to  the  legislature  and  pro- 
cured the  necessary  legislation,  so  that  this 
land  could  be  taken.     Since  then  the  park 
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committee  took  no  action  until  the  board  of 
health  ordered  it  done.  Abating  the  nuisance 
is  not  all  that  the  people  are  entitled  to.  At 
present  much  sickness  arises  from  the  place. 
Now  cows  wade  through  the  "pond,"  and  the 
spot  is  unsightly  as  well  as  unhealthy.  The 
people  of  this  district  want  a  park,  and  there 
is  land  enough  here  for  a  small  park.  This  is 
the  most  congested  part  of  the  city,  where 
many  of  the  people  are  poor  and  work  for 
small  wages.  They  cannot  afford  to  go  to  the 
seaside  or  the  mountains  for  rest,  and  they 
need  a  park.  There  is  a  city  ordinance  that 
prohibits  standing  on  the  streets  for  more  than 
twenty  minutes,  and  yet  we  read  of  arrests  for 
standing  on  street  corners.  None  of  them 
have  occurred  in  this  district,  however.  A 
park  at  this  point  would  not  be  in  the  nature 
of  a  luxury,  but  a  very  essential  thing  for  the 
health  of  the  people  in  the  district. 

Councilman  Degen :  I  would  like  to  add 
a  few  words  to  what  I  have  said,  in  reply  to 
the  councilman  from  ward  I.  Ihe  question 
of  taking  the  land  for  park  uses  was  discussed 
l)y  the  committee,  and  considered  quite  fully. 
The  committee  did  not  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending the  taking  of  this  land  at  present, 
mainly  owing  to  the  expense.  So  far  as  the 
pond  is  concerned,  there  is  no  pond.  The 
(lam  which  held  the  water  back  has  been  re- 
moved. The  city  engineer  estimates  that 
S500  is  enough  to  deepen  and  straighten  the 
brook  and  relieve  the  nuisance. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  order 
was  adopted  by  1 1  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs, 
Weed  and  Hatfield  absent. 

A  Lively  Hearing. 

At  this  time  a  hearing  was  called  on  the 
\ii<lening,  relocation  and  extension  of  Apple- 
ton  street. 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Heath  said:  There  are  certain 
parties  here  who  need  to  be  heard.  Various 
parties  are  here  to  protest  enough  to  protect 
themselves  in  case  of  damage  to  their  prop- 
erty. Mr.  Chase  asked  me  to  appear  as  his 
attorney  and  protest.  If  the  city  will  give 
him  as  much  land  at  the  rear  of  his  lot.  and 
move  his  house  back,  he  will  withdraw  his 
objection  and  favor  the  project.  If  the  street 
is  acceptably  laid  out  Mrs.  Purdy  and  Mrs. 
Cummings  will  not  object.  If  the  city  does 
not  take  advantage  of  this  offer  it  will  not  be 


renewed.  I  took  the  matter  up  because  I 
live  on  Highland  avenue.  A  large  expense  has 
been  involved  in  constructing  a  sewer  and 
culvert  through  Mr.  Gay's  land.  We  have 
made  the  proposition  to  run  through  Lowell 
street  to  the  Charles  river.  The  people  w  ho 
have  given  land  toward  this  improvement 
have  since  formed  a  land  syndicate.  We  pro- 
pose to  buy  three  houses  that  are  in  the  way. 
The  Macomber  house  Mr.  Carter  will  buy. 

Mr.  William  F.  Chapman  said :  Since  I 
came  here  tonight  I  have  seen  the  plans  of 
the  proposed  change.  It  will  bring  the  street 
within  a  few  inches  of  my  parlor  windows. 
Until  within  a  few  days  I  have  given  the 
scheme  very  little  attention.  It  is  very  plain 
that  land  owners  above  Otis  street  have  gone 
into  this  thing  to  make  money.  It  is  about 
time  that  a  halt  was  called  in  this  craze  for 
boulevards.  It  seems  to  me  there  are  more 
important  things  to  be  done.  I  admire  the 
energy  of  the  lady  who  has  brought  this 
matter  up.  The  widening  of  Appleton  street 
is  not  a  public  necessity.  It  will  be  no  ad- 
vantage to  me;  it  will  be  no  advatage  to  my 
neighbor.  If  you  widen  it,  I  will  sell  my 
place  to  the  city.  Not  only  that,  but  I  will 
allow  the  city  a  liberal  commission. 

Councilman  Green  :  Mr.  Chapman,  how 
deep  is  your  lot? 

Mr.  Chapman:    (Jne  hundred  and  tifty  feet. 

Councilman  Green:  Can  you  not  move 
your  house  back? 

Mr.  Chapman  :  My  house  is  already  within 
one  foot  of  my  neighbor's  land.  If  you  have 
a  plan  I  will  show  you  the  position. 

City  Engineer  Wood  produced  a  plan,  and 
this  was  examined  by  members  of  the  council. 

In  answer  to  a  question  Mr.  Chapman  said 
that  his  lot  contained  a  little  less  than  9000 
square  feet. 

Mr.  Macomber  said  :  I  desire  to  enter  my 
protest. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Kedpath  said:  1  feel  that  this 
new  street  is  a  necessity.  There  is  no  good 
street  between  Centre  street,  Newton,  and 
Chestnut  street.  West  Newton,  running  south, 
except  Walnut  street,  and  that  is  occupied  by 
a  street  railway,  so  that  street  is  dangerous. 
The  gentleman  who  protests  so  vigorously  is, 
I  think,  mistaken.  The  widening  of  .Vppleton 
street  will  add  value  to  his  property.  This  is 
not  a  scheme  of  any  land  company,  as  he  has 
said. 
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Mr.  Chapman  :    I  said  individuals. 

Mr.  Redpath  :  Nor  of  individuals.  Mrs. 
Heath  originated  the  scheme,  and  she  alone. 

Mr.  Chapman :  There  would  be  great 
benefit  in  getting  to  the  cemetery  by  this 
proposed  boulevard  if  it  reached  Washington 
street.  There  is,  however,  no  crossing  except 
Walnut  street.  The  man  who  has  charge  of 
my  property  says  the  proposed  widening  would 
greatly  injure  its  value.  A  little  bird  told  me 
that  this  scheme  was  being  engineered  for 
money. 

Mrs.  Heath  :  I  never  knew  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Newton  Land  company  until  a 
few  days  ago.  Individuals  gave  mc  this  land, 
and  this  has  been  released  to  me  today.  That 
bird  was  a  traitor.  It  didn't  know  the  truth 
or  it  lied.  I  wanted  this  street  called  Com- 
monweal avenue,  but  the  name  of  the  new 
boulevard  has  been  changed  to  Common- 
wealth avenue,  so  we  cannot  have  that.  This 
gentleman  will  take  the  first  offer  he  has  for 
his  place.  He  told  me  so  last  night.  It  has 
been  for  sale  for  some  time.  These  people 
are  not  permanent  residents.  They  are  tran- 
sients. This  project  should  be  carried  out,  for 
it  is  a  necessity,  and  Newtonville  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  the  Cinderella  of  the  Newton 
sisters.  We  have  given  $2450  toward  this 
improvement. 

Mrs.  Chapman :  1  live  on  the  corner  of 
Highland  avenue  and  Appleton  street.  Mrs. 
Heath  said  last  evening  that  the  widening 
would  take  only  a  finger-nail  paring  from  our 
lot,  as  it  were.  We  are  not  transients.  We 
have  lived  in  Newtonville  (iftecn  years,  and 
we  expect  to  live  there  longer  unless  you 
drive  us  out.  I  protest  against  the  proposed 
change. 

There  were  then  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Claflin  and  Chapman,  when  President  Knapp 
called  the  speakers  to  order. 

Mr.  Redpath  said  further:  There  is  only 
one  crossing  today,  but  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  company  will  give  the  city  a  crossing 
at  Newtonville. 

Councilman  Koss:  Have  you  any  assur- 
ance of  this? 

Mrs.  Heath:  Yes.  The  plan  is  on  file. 
I  want  to  say  that  I  am  not  the  tool  of  any- 
one. One  of  the  first  persons  whom  I  saw 
regarding  this  project  was  Mr.  H.  B.  Parker, 
for  I  knew  he  owned  property  that  would  be 


affected.  I  was  not  put  up  to  it  by  anybody, 
as  my  husband  can  tell  you. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Heath  said  that  the  whole  thing 
originated  with  Mrs.  Heath,  and  that  she  took 
it  up  of  her  own  accord.  He  referred  to  the 
fact  that  several  accidents  had  occurred  which 
might  have  been  avoided  had  there  been  a 
suitable  avenue  for  carriage  travel  running 
parallel  to  Walnut  street. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  hear- 
ing was  closed  at  8.38  o'clock. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

.\  communication  from  H.  M.  Field  pro- 
testing against  the  widening  of  Eldredge 
street  was  read  and  filed. 

A  communication  from  William  P.  Upham 
protesting  against  the  widening  of  Appleton 
street  was  read  and  filed. 

-•V  petition  from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road company  for  the  construction  of  a  catch 
basin  near  Hammond  street  was  referred  ti) 
the  committee  on  highways. 

A  communication  from  HoUings  and  others 
offering  certain  sums  toward  the  completion 
of  Alpine  street  was  read  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  Alvah  Hovey  and  others 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Irving  street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  J.  W.  Bacon  for  two  oil 
lights  on  Nonantum  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

An  order  authorizing  the  laying  out,  grading 
and  acceptance  of  Fisher  avenue  was  read 
and  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  laying  out,  grad- 
ing and  acceptance  of  Elmhurst  road  was  read 
and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $300  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  accounts  of  the  city  treasurer 
by  the  committee  on  finance  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  authorizing  the  committee  on 
printing  to  call  for  bids  on  printing  the  city 
documents  for  1 894  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  appropriating  S325  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Glen  avenue  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 
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An  order  appropriating  5514.81  additional 
for  the  police  department  was  laid  over  under 
the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  $62,600  for  the 
accruing  municipal  expenses  for  the  month  of 
November  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Orig;inal  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  Mrs.  Margaret  Wade  for  a  concrete  side- 


walk on  Parker  street.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  highways. 

Councilman  BuUard  presented  a  petition 
from  George  E.  Crawley  for  one  street  light 
at  the  corner  of  Valentine  and  Lawson  streets. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.49  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilman Tolman. 
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Proceedings  op  Common  Council  for  Oct.  22,  1894. 


A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  at 
7.30  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  October  22, 
with  the  following  members  present :  Coun- 
cilmen  Briston,  Green,  Wing,  Savage,  Bullard, 
Hatfield,  Ross,  Degen,  Parker,  Tolman  and 
Weed,  and  President  Knapp. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Petitions  Referred. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  hoard  of  aldermen  and  referred  in  con- 
currence : 

A  communication  from  Mead  and  others 
relative  to  discharge  by  the  superintendent  of 
streets  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  Boynton  and  others  for 
sidewalks  on  Judkins  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  streets. 

A  petition  from  Pulsifer  and  others  for  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Gay 
street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

A  petition  from  Bryson  and  others  for  street 
lights  on  Lincoln  court  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  Batch  of  Hearings. 

The  following  hearings  were  called  on 
taking  land  for  sewer  purposes : 

In  Higgins  street.    No  one  appeared. 

In  Henshaw  court.    No  one  appeared. 

In  a  private  way  off  Webster  street.  No 
one  appeared. 

Hearings  were  also  called  on  the  laying 
out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  the  following 
streets : 

Fairfax  street.    No  one  appeared. 
Duncklee  street.    No  one  appeared. 
Berwick  road.    No  one  appeared. 
Saxon  road.    No  one  appeared. 
A  hearing  was  also  called  on  the  widening 


of  Commonwealth  avenue  near  the  Boston 
line,  at  which  no  one  appeared. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules  : 

An  order  for  the  widening  of  Appleton 
street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Duncklee  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Lincoln  street  extension  was 
adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  city 
treasurer  to  receive  $425  from  abuttors  on 
Alpine  street  and  appropriating  3875  in  addi- 
tion for  the  completion  of  the  street. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  acted 
upon  in  concurrence  with  the  upper  board  : 

An  order  appropriating  $300  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  city  treasurer's  accounts  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  relative  to  printing  the  city  docu- 
ments for  1894  was  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  S325  for  a  water 
main  in  Glen  avenue  was  given  a  second  read- 
ing and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $62,600  for  the 
city  expenses  for  the  month  of  November  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $514.81  additional 
for  the  police  dopartment  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote — 
1 1  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs,  Dickens  and 
Tolman  absent. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  additional  papers  were  re- 
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ceived  from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence  or  laid  over  under  the 
rules : 

A  communication  from  Thomas  Riley,  by 
(jeorge  E.  Curry,  counsel,  relative  to  injuries 
received  in  the  Newton  highway  department 
by  the  breaking  of  a  guy  rope  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  claims. 

A  communication  from  Frederick  Johnson 
and  others  relative  to  land  offered  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Auburndale  section  of  the 
boulevard  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  resolution  from  the  Huimewell  Hill  Im- 
provement society  relative  to  the  burning  of 
street  hghts  from  sunset  until  midnight  and 
favoring  the  removal  of  foliage  that  impedes 
the  light  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  petition  from  Eliza  M.  Newhall  for  a 
sewer  in  Waltham  street  and  Eliot  avenue 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  A.  C.  Judkins  and  another 
for  sewers  in  Crafts  and  Judkins  streets  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  John  E.  Hills  and  others 
for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Harrison  street  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

The  report  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
for  the  quarter  ending  September  30  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  public 
property  to  the  effect  that  a  site  could  not  be 
secured  and  a  schoolhouse  erected  thereon  in 
the  Pierce  school  district.  West  Newton,  at 
an  expense  not  to  exceed  550,000  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  highway  committee  was 
accepted  favorable  to  the  construction  of  side- 
walks in  the  following  streets  and  ways :  Con- 
crete sidewalk,  with  edgestones,  on  Carleton 
street,  edgestones  on  Carleton  street,  concrete 
sidewalks  on  Hillside  road,  Clyde,  Lowell, 
Waban,  Bacon  and  Washington  streets. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  widening  of  the  Newton 
central  boulevard,  near  the  Boston  line,  was 
received. 

Councilman  Weed  :    How  much  is  it  pro- 
posed to  widen  the  boulevard  at  this  point  ? 
President  Knapp :    To  a  width  of  120  feet, 


so  as  to  correspond  to  the  width  of  the  rest 
of  the  boulevard. 

Councilman  Weed :  1  wanted  to  know  why 
the  widening  was  necessary  before  the  order 
was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  Has  not  the  name 
of  the  boulevard  been  changed? 

President  Knapp  :  It  has,  but  the  matter 
has  been  through  several  stages  and  it  need 
not  be  amended  now  to  make  it  hold. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  in  a  private 
way  off  Webster  street  for  sewer  purposes  was 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Higgins  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Henshaw  court  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  to  report  an  amend- 
ment to  the  ordinance  relating  to  truants, 
providing  for  the  use  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Truant  school  at  North  Chelmsford,  instead 
of  the  Norfolk,  Bristol  and  Plymouth  Truant 
school  in  Walpole,  for  the  confinement  of 
truants. 

An  order  was  laid  over  under  the  rules  fix- 
ing the  compensation  for  damages  to  abuttors 
on  the  line  of  .Austin  street,  as  follows :  Selina 
C.  Clark,  S726.88;  Theodore  M.  Clark, 
S264.60. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  various  sidewalks. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $2500 
for  the  construction  of  sheds  at  the  Auburndale 
avenue  stable  for  the  use  of  the  carts  and  for 
for  housing  the  steam  rollers. 

Councilman  Wing  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  adopted — 12  yeas, 
Councilmen  Childs  and  Dickens  absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $3000 
for  the  purchase  of  83,801  square  feet  of  land 
southwest  of  Crafts  street,  owned  by  S.  M. 
Aldrich  and  others,  trustees. 

Councilman  Wing  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  don't  know  the  pur- 
pose of  this  appropriation.  I  would  like  an 
explanation  of  it. 

President  Knapp:    Councilman  Parker  can 


89 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  OCTOBER  2  2,    1 894. 


doubtless  explain  for  the  highway  committee. 

Councilman  Parker :  The  land  is  needed 
for  the  erection  of  a  stable  for  the  highway 
department.  There  is  great  need  of  one  at 
this  point,  and  the  matter  has  been  under 
consideration  for  somewhat  over  a  year. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  thought  that  was  at 
Newtonville. 

Councilman  Parker.    It  is  at  Newtonville. 

Councilman  Weed  :  Where  are  the  high- 
way department  teams  kept  now?  Is  it  not 
at  the  engine  house  at  Newtonville? 

Councilman  Parker :  They  are  kept  at 
West  Newton. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  order 
adopted — 12  yeas,  Councilmen  Childs  and 
Dickens  absent. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  a  private  way  off  Webster  street,  in 
Higgins  street  and  in  Henshaw  court  was  laid 
over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  anthorizing  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights  to  locate 
street  lights  on  Nonantum,  X'alentine  and 
Lawson  streets  and  Elm  road. 

Councilman  BuUard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Bullard  the 
order  was  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words  :  "  To  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  street  lights." 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Tolman  presented  a  petition 
from  Hills  and  others,  residents  on  Nonantum 
place,  that  the  name  be  changed  to  Norfolk 
terrace.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

Councilman  Ross  presented  a  petition  from 
David  Bates  and  others  for  the  rounding  of 
the  northeast  corner  of  Erie  avenue  and  Hart- 
ford street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

Appropriated    $250   for   a  Reading 
Room. 

Councilman  Degen  said  :  I  move  to  take 
from  the  table  an  order  appropriating  $250  for 
the  reading  room  at  Newton  Centre  when  a 
like  sum  shall  have  been  raised  by  the  citizens 
of  that  ward.  When  the  order  was  before  the 
board  a  long  time  ago  I  opposed  it  on  the 


ground  that  the  appropriation  was  too  small. 
I  think  now  as  I  did  then,  but  the  citizens  of 
that  village  have  raised  their  share  of  the 
money  for  maintaining  the  reading  room,  and 
if  they  are  satisfied,  they  should  have  this 
money.  At  that  time  I  raised  the  question 
as  to  the  appropriation  for  ward  3,  which  was 
S500.  The  Newton  library  was  started  by 
ward  6.  The  first  1400  volumes  were  con- 
tributed by  ward  6,  and  this  was  the  nucleus 
from  which  the  present  library  has  grown. 
Ward  3  was  generous  enough  to  add  to  this 
beginning.  Now  the  city  is  liberal  enough 
with  ward  3  to  pay  all  the  expense  of  the 
reading  room  in  that  ward,  while  ward  6  pays 
one-half  the  expense  in  its  own  behalf.  When 
the  citizens  ask  for  an  amount  equal  to  what 
they  have  contributed,  they  should  have  it. 
I  make  this  explanation  in  order  to  show  why 
I  call  the  order  up.  I  think  the  order  is 
especially  unfair,  in  view  of  the  appropriation 
of  ^500  for  West  Newton,  in  addition  to  a 
special  appropriation  for  that  ward  for  library 
purposes  of  $2500. 

The  motion  to  take  the  older  from  the  table 
was  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  then  moved  that  the 
order  be  adopted,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

It  was  Tabled. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  board  of 
aldermen  appropriating  $525  for  the  purchase 
of  twenty-three  copies  of  Bromley's  Atlas  of 
Newton. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  order  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  Would  it  be  out  of 
order  to  ask  Councilman  Parker  why  he  moved 
to  table  this  order? 

President  Knapp :  It  would  not. 

Councilman  Parker:  I  made  the  motion  at 
the  request  of  a  gentleman  in  the  upper  board. 
They  passed  the  order  themselves  and  re- 
quested that  we  lay  it  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman  a  recess 
was  taken  at  8.25  o'clock,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  chair. 

Additional  Papers. 

On  reassembling  at  8.40  the  following  ad- 
ditional papers  were  received  from  the  board 
of  aldermen : 

An  order  appropriating  $750  for  the  pur- 
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chase  of  desks,  blackboards,  books,  etc.,  to 
replace  those  destroye<l  by  fire  in  the  Adams 
schoolhouse  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  was  received  transferring  the 
sum  of  $7802.90  from  unexpended  bal- 
ances, to  be  expended  in  special  work,  as 
follows:  General  highways,  $6057. 16;  drains 
and  culverts  $1745.74. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

President  Knapp  at  this  point  requested 
members  to  take  their  seats,  so  as  to  preserve 
a  quorum. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  Does  this  order  imply 
that  the  highway  committee  has  exceeded 
its  appropriation? 
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Alderman  Bothfeld  was  requested  to  ex- 
plain the  matter  for  the  highway  committee. 

Alderman  Bothfeld  :  No  sir.  And  we  shall 
not.  It  has  been  customary  to  transfer  unex- 
pended balances  in  this  manner.  There  is  a 
great  amount  of  work  to  be  done  this  fall,  and 
this  money  will  go  a  long  way  now. 

Councilman  Green:  Do  I  understand  that 
$7000  has  been  saved  from  various  specific 
appropriations? 

Alderman  Bothfeld :  That  amount  has 
been  saved. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
adjourned  at  8.45  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilman Green,  to  meet  on  Monday  evening, 
October  29,  at  7.30  o'clock. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Oct.  29,  1894. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  by  President  Knapp  at 
7.30  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  October  29, 
with  the  following  members  present :  Coun- 
cilmen  Briston,  Green,  Wing,  Savage,  BuUard, 
Hatfield,  Childs,  Ross,  Degen,  Parker,  Tolraan 
and  Weed,  and  President  Knapp. 

Reading  of  the  records  was  dispensed  with. 

Alderman  Roffe  entered  with  a  message 
from  the  upper  board  requesting  a  joint  ses- 
sion. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  that  the  com- 
mon council  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  the  motion  was 
carried,  whereupon  President  Knapp  ap- 
pointed Councilman  Hatfield  a  messenger  to 
notify  that  body  of  the  action  of  the  council. 

The  two  boards  immediately  went  into  joint 
session,  and  Mayor  Fenno  declared  the  hear- 
ing open  on  the  (juestion  of  municipal  light- 
ing. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Roffe,  City 
Solicitor  W.  S.  Slocum  read  parts  of  the 
legislative  acts  authorizing  cities  and  towns 
to  establish  or  acquire  by  purchase  an  electric 
or  gas  plant.  After  this,  the  mayor  called 
upon  those  who  appeared  in  favor  of  accept- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  original  act  and  acts 
in  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Redpath  was  the  first  speaker  in 
favor  of  the  city  undertaking  the  lighting  of 
its  streets,  and  advocated  it  upon  the  grounds 
of  public  necessity  and  reasonable  efficiency. 

Judge  John  C.  Kennedy  followed  in  the 
same  vein,  and  believed  that  economy  would 
follow  the  acquisition  of  a  municipal  lighting 
plant. 

Mr.  John  B.  Goodrich,  representing  the 
Newton  &  Watertown  Gas  Light  company,  ap- 
peared in  opposition  to  submitting  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people,  maintaining  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Newton  are  incompetent  to  pass  upon 
a  question  of  such  vast  and  far-reaching  im- 
portance.   He  kept  the  floor  for  nearly  an 


hour  and  a  half,  going  over  the  ground  in  an 
exhaustive  manner. 

Mr.  Edwin  O.  Childs  spoke  in  opposition  to 
submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  con- 
tending that  succeeding  street  light  com- 
mittees had  dealt  with  the  gas  company  in  an 
unbusiness-like  way,  and  that  the  poor  service 
was  therefore  as  much  the  fault  of  the  commit- 
tees as  of  the  gas  company. 

Mr.  Redpath  and  Judge  Kennedy  took  the 
floor  in  turn,  taking  exception  to  statements 
by  Mr.  Goodrich. 

No  one  else  appearing  to  be  heard  the  hear- 
ing was  declared  closed,  and  the  common 
council  resumed  its  session  in  the  council 
chamber  at  10.20  o'clock. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence 
with  the  board  of  aldermen  : 

An  order  appropriating  S750  for  the  pur- 
chase of  clocks,  blackboards,  books,  etc.,  to 
replace  those  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  Adams 
schoolhouse  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Weed,  who  had  just  re-entered 
the  room:  Has  this  order  had  the  restric- 
tions removed  from  it  regarding  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money. 

President  Knapp :  They  have  not  been 
removed. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  clause  restricting  the  use  of  the  money,  as 
there  are  two  or  three  articles  which  are 
needed  that  are  not  named  in  the  order. 

Councilman  BuUard  :  Before  the  motion  is 
put,  I  will  say  that  I  may  have  later  informa- 
tion than  Councilman  Weed.  The  articles 
have  already  been  purchased,  and  the  auditor 
asked  me  to  explain  that  to  amend  the  order 
would  cause  delay,  and  that  the  money  can  be 
expended  just  the  same.  Mr.  HoUis  saw  me, 
and  said  that  the  order  need  not  be  amended 
as  he  first  supposed. 


92 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  OCTOBER  29,  1894. 


Councilman  Weed  :  I  had  my  information 
from  Mr.  HoUis,  and  you  have  seen  him  later 
than  I  have. 

President  Knapp :  The  order  appears  to 
be  pretty  broadly  drawn. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

An  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  fixing  the  compensation  for  damages 
to  abutters  on  the  line  of  Austin  street,  as  fol- 
lows: Selina  C.  Clark,  S726.88;  Theodore  M. 
Clark,  S264.60. 

An  order  authorizing  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  a  private  way  off  Webster  street,  in 
riiggins  street  and  in  Henshaw  court  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

Orig;inal  Business. 

Councilman  Savage  presented  a  petition 
from  William  Clafiin  and  others  for  the  laying 
out  grading  end  acceptance  of  Kimball  ter- 
race. Referred  to  the  committee  on  high- 
ways. 

AlsOj  a  petition  from  Charles  S.  Keene  and 
others  for  the  completion  of  a  room  in  the 
third  story  of  the  Clafiin  schoolhouse. 

Councilman  Savage  said :  The  master  of 
the  school  spoke  to  me  some  time  ago  about 
the  hall,  which  is  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  and  has  never  been  completed.  At 
present  this  room  is  in  constant  use  as  a  reci- 
tation room,  owing  to  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  school.  It  is  not  a  suitable  place  for 
recitations  in  its  present  condition,  for  it  is 
impossible  to  heat  the  room,  and  the  children 
shiver  with  the  cold.  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  referred  to  the  committee  on  public 
property.  I  wish  to  explain  that  I  visited  the 
inspector  of  buildings  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
Me  recommends  that  money  he  spent  in  fin- 
ishing the  room. 

President  Knapp :  It  would  be  better  to 
receive  the  petition  if  it  is  to  be  followed  by 
an  order. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  I  wish  to  say  in  be- 
half of  the  committee  that  this  subject  came 
before  us  in  the  spring.  The  committee  was 
agreed  that  the  hall  should  be  finished,  but  it 
had  not  enough  money  to  do  it  with.  There 
are  other  things  that  need  attention  as  badly. 
For  instance,  there  are  two  schools  in  Newton 
where  the  hose  is  so  rotten  and  full  of  holes 


that  it  would  be  utterly  worthless  in  case  of 
fire.  This  hose  is  in  the  Bigelow  and  Adams 
schoolhouses. 

Councilman  Savage :  I  had  no  intention  of 
casting  any  reflections  on  the  public  property 
committee.  The  subject  is  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  remain  in  its  present  condition. 
I  think  the  public  property  committee  is  not 
rightly  used  in  having  so  httle  money  for  its 
needs. 

The  petition  was  received. 

Councilman  Savage  presented  an  order  ap- 
propriating $700  for  finishing  the  third  story 
of  the  Clafiin  schoolhouse,  stating  that  the  sum 
named  in  the  order  was  the  estimated  expense 
of  doing  the  work. 

Councilman  Green  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Ross  said :  In  looking  over 
the  school  buildings  last  spring,  the  committee 
on  public  property  recognized  the  necessity  of 
completing  the  Clafiin  schoolhouse.  It  had 
not  sufficient  funds  at  its  disposal,  however, 
to  do  all  that  was  needed,  and  was  obliged  to 
let  it  pass.  There  is  no  question  of  the  need 
of  spending  whatever  money  may  be  necessary 
to  finish  the  third  story  of  this  schoolhouse 
and  to  provide  new  hose  in  the  buildings 
named  by  the  councilman  from  ward  7. 

Councilman  Tolman :  Would  it  be  in  order 
to  move  to  refer  this  order  to  the  public 
properly  committee? 

President  Knapp :    It  would  not. 

The  order  was  then  passed  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote — 1 1  yeas,  Councilmen  Tolman  and 
Weed  voting  nay.  Councilman  Dickens  absent. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

Petitions. 

A  petition  from  Edward  E.  Hardy  and  others 
relative  to  constructing  the  .\uburndale  section 
of  the  boulevard  only  to  Washington  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Asahel  Wheeler  and  others 
for  the  extension  of  Oak  avenue  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  street  connecting  Newton 
and  Waltham  was  referred  to  the  commitree 
on  highways. 
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A  petition  from  Charles  A.  Brown  and 
others  for  concrete  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Wolcott  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Eliza  H.  Walker  for  a 
gravel  sidewalk,  with  edgestones,  on  Hancock 
street,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  communication  from  A.  A.  Sweet  protest- 
ing against  the  widening  of  Eldredge  street 
was  received. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  school  board 
of  the  resignation  from  that  body  of  C.  S. 
Ober. 

A  petition  from  J.  W.  Hinckley  for  a  con- 
crete sidewalk  in  Prince  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  William  J.  McDonald  and 
others  for  a  street  light  on  Los  Angeles 
street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel 
and  street  lights. 

Reports. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  parks  and 
squares  recommending  "  leave  to  withdraw  " 
on  a  petition  for  the  taking  of  the  shores  and 
approaches  to  Crystal  lake  for  park  purposes 
was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Oxford  terrace  or  Browning 
road  was  accepted. 

A  similar  report  from  ihe  same  committee 
relative  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Oxford  road  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  same  committee 
relative  to  the  construction  of  sidewalks  in 
Judkins  and  other  streets  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  ordinances 
presenting  a  draft  of  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinance  relating  to  truants  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Berwick  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  an  increase  in  the  sewer 
debt  limit  to  $  1, 000,000  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Oxford 
road,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 6,  at  7.30  o'colck,  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 12,  at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common 
council. 


An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Browning 
road,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 6,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  board  of  alder- 
men, and  on  Monday  evening,  November  12, 
at  7.45  o'clock,  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  certain  sums,  being  the  premium  from  the 
sale  of  various  bonds,  to  the  sinking  fund  com- 
missioners was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  SiOOO  for  repairing 
the  engine  at  the  pumping  station  was  im- 
properly drawn  and  was  therefore  thrown  out. 

An  order  appropriating  S265  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Bradford,  Hillside  and  Lenox 
steeets  and  Middlesex  road  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  concrete 
sidewalks  in  Clyde,  Judkins  an<l  other  streets 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Councilman  Degen  :  Is  the  informality  of 
the  order  for  repairs  on  the  engine  at  the 
pumping  station  of  such  a  character  that  it 
cannot  be  changed?  One  of  the  engines  was 
broken  a  few  days  ago,  the  cylinder  head 
blowing  out,  and  other  damage  resulting. 
The  old  engine  has  to  take  the  place  of  the 
disabled  engine.  The  amount  named  in  the 
order  is  the  estimated  expense  of  putting  the 
engine  in  repair.  It  is  necessary  that  the  en- 
gine be  repaired  at  once,  as  the  old  one  is 
liable  to  give  out  at  any  time.  We  have  a 
supply  of  water  that  will  last  only  five  or  six 
days.  Our  reservoirs  have  a  capacity  of  about 
10,000,000  gallons,  and  the  average  consump- 
tion is  nearly  2,000,000  gallons  a  day.  If  a 
new  order  is  drafted  it  will  have  to  go  up  for 
concurrence. 

President  Knapp :  If  Councilman  Degen 
will  offer  a  new  order  it  can  go  before  the 
aldermen  next  week.  The  present  order 
would  not  do,  as  it  is  not  legally  drawn. 

Councilman  Degen  then  presented  an  order 
appropriating  Siooo  for  repairs  on  the  engine 
at  the  pumping  station,  to  be  charged  to  the 
water  construction  account.  He  moved  the 
suspension  of  the  rules  on  the  order,  and  the 
motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  order 
from  the  alderman  appropriating  Siooo  for  the 
same  purpose  be  refused  passage  as  the  order 
was  incomplete. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  11  o'clock  to  Monday  even- 
ing, November  12,  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Green. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Nov.  12,  1894. 


A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  on  Monday  evening,  No- 
vember 12,  at  7.30  o'clock  by  President  Knapp 
m  the  chair,  with  all  the  members  present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  a  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Petitions  from  the  Board  of  Alder= 
men. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  communication  from  C.  B.  Fillebrown 
favorable  to  municipal  lighting  was  read  and 
Hied. 

A  petition  from  Charles  E.  Ranlctt  and 
others  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  extend  the 
boulevard  beyond  Washington  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  petition  from  Johanna  Ueady  for  street 
lights  on  Cherry  place  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  petition  from  William  H.  Rogers  for 
street  lights  on  Edinboro  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

.\  petition  from  Charles  Esty  and  others  for 
an  extension  of  the  water  supply  in  the  Oak 
Hill  district  was  referred  to  the  water  board. 

A  notice  of  hearing  upon  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  determine  awards  under 
the  metropolitan  sewerage  commission  was 
read  and  filed. 

Reports. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

.A.  report  from  the  committee  on  ordinances 
on  the  ordinance  relating  to  neglected  chil- 
dren was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  same  committee  on  the 
ordinance  relating  to  truants  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  claims  of 
"leave  to  withdraw"  on  the  claim  of  Elizabeth 
Stanley  was  accepted. 


A  similar  report  from  the  same  committee 
on  the  claim  of  Thomas  Riley  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  w'ere  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

A  new  ordinance  relative  to  neglected  chil- 
dren was  read. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  ordinance  was  given  a  second  reading 
and  passed  to  be  enrolled. 

An  ordinance  relating  to  truants  was  read. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  ordmance  was  then  given  a  second 
reading  and  passed  to  be  enrolled. 

An  order  appropriating  S685  for  water 
mains  in  Lenox,  Hillside  and  Williams  streets 
and  Kenwood  avenue  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules.  An  order  assigning  hearings  for  Mon- 
day evening,  November  26,  at  7.30  o'clock, 
on  the  widening  of  Washington  street,  was 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  widening  of  portions  of 
Washington  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  sign 
agreements  with  abuttors  relative  to  the  im- 
provement of  Appleton  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  accepting  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tions 25  and  28  of  chapter  498  of  the  acts  of 
1894,  relating  to  truants  and  neglected  chil- 
dren, was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $100  for  a  night 
watchman  in  city  hall  building  was  read. 

Councilman  BuUard  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Oxford  road.  No 
one  appeared. 
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A  hearing  was  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Browning  road. 
No  one  appeared. 

Schoolhouse  Lot  Order. 

An  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Elm 
and  Webster  streets  and  Oak  avenue  for 
school  purposes  at  a  cost  of  $20,000  was  re- 
ceived from  the  aldermen. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  Before  this  order  is 
put  to  a  vote  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
would  like  to  offer. 

President  Kiiapp  :  The  amendment  is  out 
of  order.  It  cannot  l)e  presented  until  the 
order  has  been  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

C  ouncilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules 
I)e  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  If  an  amendment  is 
to  be  offered,  I  don't  know  as  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  anything  on  the  subject.  I 
wish  simply  to  say  that  the  public  property 
committee  was  not  a  unit  in  offering  this 
order.  To  go  back  somewhat,  this  lot  was 
offered  to  Alderman  Hunt,  for  the  city,  for 
$15,000.  W  hen  the  committee  came  to  con- 
sider it  the  price  was  advanced  to  Sl8,ooo,  and 
when  we  asked  for  an  option  on  the  property 
the  price  was  placed  at  $20,000.  It  is  a 
well-known  circumstance  that  when  an  indi- 
vidual has  an  opportunity  to  give  an  option 
to  a  city,  that  individual  will  never  let  go  his 
grip.  This  lot  is  wanted  for  a  public  park, 
and  not  for  school  purposes.  It  is  necessary 
to  provide  only  about  70,000  square  feet  of 
land  for  a  schoolhouse  lot. 

Councilman  Hatfield:  Is  a  motion  to  amend 
in  order? 

President  Knapp?    It  is  in  order. 

Councilman  Hatfield:  1  understand  that 
there  is  a  feeling  that  the  balance  of  the  lot 
not  needed  for  school  purposes  will  be  used 
for  park  purposes,  as  Councilman  Tolman  has 
suggested.  To  show  that  the  public  property 
committee  is  honest  in  its  intentions,  I  offer  as 
an  amendment  to  the  order  that  93,000  S(]uare 
feet,  more  or  less,  be  sold  at  public  or  private 
sale. 

Councilman  Degen  :  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  amendment  is  hardly  germane  to  the  sub- 
ject until  the  order  has  been  adopted. 

President  Knapp  :  Under  the  rules,  it  is  in 
order  to  defeat  or  adopt  the  amendment  at 
this  time. 


The  motion  to  amend  was  then  put  and 
declared  lost. 

Councilman  Hatfield  called  fur  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

The  roll  was  called,  resulting  in  adoption  of  ■ 
the  amenilment  by  a  vote  of  12  yeas.  Council- 
man Weed  voting  nay  and  Councilman  Ross 
being  absent. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  confess  to  a  good 
deal  of  surprise  when  I  read  in  the  papers 
that  the  board  of  aldermen  had  adopted  this 
order.  Other  orders  have  lieen  passed  by  that 
body  with  the  expectation  that  they  would  he 
defeated  in  this  board.  Several  such  instances 
recur  to  me.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  have 
used  this  board  as  a  short  stop.  The  speaker 
referred  to  a  clipping  from  one  of  the  local 
papers,  being  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the 
aldermen  at  the  meeting  when  the  order  was 
passed.  It  was  said  that  old  men  would 
come  here  to  build  houses  on  the  boulevard, 
and  they  would  have  no  children  to  send  to 
school  —  that  there  were  few  children  on  the 
hill.  This  statement  does  not  need  refutation, 
because  it  isn't  true.  I  live  on  the  hill,  and 
my  neighbors  are  young  men.  On  my  street 
alone  there  are  thirty-three  children.  It  was 
stated  that  there  were  children  enough  already 
to  fill  seven  rooms.  I  never  disputed  that.  In 
the  Barnard  school  there  are  185  pupils  en- 
rvjlled.  I  his  amendment  is  not  an  issue  in 
which  I  am  interested.  What  I  object  to  is 
the  purchase  of  the  land  at  all.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  build  an  $85,000  schoolhouse  on  this 
lot,  which  is  away  out  of  the  centre  of  the 
district.  It  would  be  the  most  unjust  and 
unfair  expenditure  of  money  that  has  been 
made  since  I  have  been  in  the  city.  The 
centre  of  population  in  the  district  is  changing 
toward  the  south  side  of  the  tracks.  There  is 
no  provision  made  for  the  section  that  lies 
between  the  hill  and  the  boulevard.  It  is  more 
than  a  mile  to  school  either  way.  I  believe 
the  people  who  pay  the  taxes  have  a  right  to 
consideration  in  this  matter.  If  we  pay  the 
heaviest  part  of  the  taxes  on  the  south  side 
we  should  have  something  to  say  about  our 
school  accommodations.  I  wish  to  submit  the 
following  figures  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
polls  and  the  taxes  on  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  the  railroad  in  this  ward,  or  that  sec- 
tion of  the  ward  lying  in  the  Pierce  school 
district,  precinct  I  being  on  the  north  side  of 
the  railroad  and  precinct  2  being  on  the  south 
side : 
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Precinct  i.     Precinct  2.  Total. 
No.  of  polls,  612  549  1,161 

Value  of  real 

estate,  $1,723,600      $3,600,700  $5i324>3°° 

Value  of  per- 
sonal estate,  381,850  903,650  1,285,500 
Total  tax,  31.964  66,862  98,825 
I  can  conceive  of  no  stronger  argument  — 
the  only  argument  necessary  —  than  that  we 
should  provide  some  accommodation  for  our 
children  that  will  be  centrally  located.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  ask  for  another  school- 
house  in  this  district  in  fifteen  years.  I  ob- 
ject to  this  lot  because  the  location  is  bad. 
When  this  matter  was  before  the  council 
before,  I  happen  to  know  that  a  party  who 
was  represented  as  being  ready  to  take  what- 
ever part  of  this  lot  was  not  needed  by  the 
city  would  only  give  one-half  what  the  city 
was  to  pay  for  that  land  per  foot.  The  city 
would  therefore  have  had  to  pay  §11,000  for 
55,000  square  feet  of  land.  The  lot  is  too  far 
away,  and  it  is  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  track. 
I,  for  one,  don't  believe  we  shall  have  need 
for  a  twelve-room  schoolhouse.  I  oppose 
such  a  plan  on  sanitary,  intellectual  and  moral 
grounds.  It  should  not  l)e  necessary  to  ask 
for  another  school  house  in  this  section  in 
twenty  years.  I  favor  the  expenditure  of 
550,000  or  555,000  in  building  an  eight  or  a 
ten  room  schoolhouse.  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  such  a  plan,  and  would  be  pleased  to  vote 
for  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  spending  so 
much  as  is  proposed  on  one  schoolhouse  so 
far  out  of  the  way. 

Councilman  Wing  said  :  I  regret  that  I  can- 
not state  my  views  as  clearly  as  the  council- 
man from  ward  3.  I  do  not  agree  with  what 
he  has  said.  The  public  schools  are  for  every- 
body alike,  whether  an  individual  pays  one 
dollar  in  taxes  or  a  thousand.  It  is  not  a 
(juestion  of  taxes.  In  this  city  it  costs  16  3-10 
per  cent  more  for  our  schools  than  in  any 
other  city  in  the  state,  outside  of  Boston  and 
Worcester.  The  reasons  for  this  are  many. 
There  are  too  many  schools  and  school 
buildings.  We  don't  want  to  make  the  same 
mistake  in  this  ward  that  was  made  in  ward  2, 
where  there  are  to  be  two  grammar  schools 
within  2200  feet  of  each  other.  The  speaker 
referred  to  the  schools  of  Quincy  to  show  that 
the  cost  of  education  in  this  city  is  excessive 
as  compared  with  other  cities  of  a  similar  size. 
The  High  school,  said  he,  makes  a  large  part 
of  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  our  schools,  for 
we  have  a  much  larger  proportion  of  pupils  in 


the  High  school  than  other  cities.  Regarding 
the  location  of  the  lot  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  It  is  rather  refresh- 
ing to  hear  Councilman  Wing's  remarks.  I 
heartily  endorse  them.  The  reason  that  the 
Barnard  school  is  fully  attended  is  that  parents 
are  sending  their  children  there  from  the 
Pierce  district.  It  has  been  said  that  it  isn't 
fair  to  make  parents  send  their  children  to 
private  schools.  It  is  true  that  many  chil- 
dren from  this  district  are  being  sent  to 
private  schools.  This  is  being  done  from 
choice  by  many,  rather  than  have  their  chil- 
dren associate  with  other  people's  children. 
Then  the  schools  are  crowded.  The  matter 
of  taxes  don't  cut  any  hay.  That  would  mean 
class  legislation.  And  I  tell  you  that  is  what 
we  have  to  contend  with.  A  gentleman  said 
to  me  recently  that  he  understood  this  matter 
hinged  on  class  prejudice.  That  is  what  allow- 
ing taxes  to  decide  it  would  mean.  There  is 
a  growing  tendency  toward  class  feeling.  The 
amendment  offered  by  me  has  the  backing  of 
the  school  board,  of  men  who  are  interested 
in  education,  and  of  men  of  education,  with 
the  exception  of  my  colleague.  He  has  a  fair 
reputation  as  a  business  man.  If  he  was  to 
run  his  business  on  the  same  principle  that  he 
counsels  in  city  affairs  he  would  be  bankrupt 
in  three  years.  The  Pierce  schoolhouse  is  a 
large  French-roofed  building,  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  heat  in  its  present  condition.  It  is 
like  the  old  district  schoolhouse,  where  there 
is  a  stove  in  one  corner  to  keep  the  master 
warm  and  a  rod  in  the  other  to  keep  the 
pupils  warm.  I  don't  believe  my  colleague 
is  responsible.  I  don't  believe  he  believes 
what  he  says.  Let  us  draw  the  mantle  of 
charity  over  his  mad  acts.  He  is  beside  him- 
self, and  does  not  know  what  he  is  doing  or 
saying. 

Councilman  Bullard :  May  I  be  allowed  a 
word  in  rebuttal,  or  in  refutation,  whatever  it 
may  be  termed.  The  comparison  with  Quincy 
is  unfair,  because  the  conditions  are  so  differ- 
ent. I  don't  see  what  the  cost  of  education 
has  to  do  with  the  purchase  of  this  corner  lot. 
I  have  sent  my  children  to  a  private  school, 
and  it  has  been  against  my  will.  My  colleague 
says  I  don't  believe  in  business  principles  in 
city  affairs.  I  think  that  the  members  of  the 
finance  committee  would  not  agree  to  this 
proposition,  after  the  manner  in  which  the 
appropriation  bill  for  1 895  was  scrutinized. 
However,  that  is  not  germane  to  the  subject. 
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The  speaker  passed  lightly  over  the  personal 
remarks  of  Councilman  Hatfield  and  referred 
to  the  building  of  new  schoolhouses  in  the 
Hyde  and  Adams  school  districts.  The  Pierce 
school  matter,  he  said,  would  have  been  set- 
tled before  this  had  it  not  been  for  a  desire  to 
settle  the  matter  for  all  time,  without  regard 
to  the  possible  convenience  of  those  residing 
on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  tracks.  This 
would  not  only  be  a  terrible  inconvenience, 
but  it  would  be  dangerous  as  well.  The 
The  amendment  does  not  change  the  principle 
in  buying  land  which  is  not  suitable  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  purchased,  and 
then  it  does  not  change  the  location,  which  is 
perhaps  the  chief  objection.  I  sincerely  hope 
the  order  will  be  defeated. 

At  this  point  in  the  discussion  President 
Knapp  called  Councilman  Weed  to  the  chair. 

Councilman  Tolman  :  There  is  one  other 
reason  why  this  lot  should  not  be  purchased. 
I  think  Elm  street  is  too  narrow.  Of  course, 
it  will  be  said  that  the  lot  is  on  two  streets, 
hut  that  does  not  change  this  condition.  Not 
long  ago  Alderman  Hunt  was  trying  to  have, 
or  at  least  suggested,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  Elm  street  widened.  There  is  a  line  of 
electric  cars  on  the  street,  and  if  it  is  widened 
the  street  will  remain  a  dangerous  one. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  In  reply  to  my 
brother,  I  will  say  that  the  committee  on  high- 
\»ays  has  been  reported  as  in  favor  of  widening 
Elm  street.  That  matter  has  not  come  before 
this  board.  The  extension  of  Oak  avenue  and 
the  removal  of  the  street  car  tracks  to  that 
street  are  both  very  probable  propositions,  so 
that  this  argument  does  not  hold  good. 

Councilman  Wing  again  referred  to  the 
schools  of  Quincy  in  support  of  the  claim  that 
school  expenses  could  be  reduced  somewhat 
in  this  city  by  the  construction  of  larger 
schoolhouses. 

Councilman  Bullard :  This  discussion  is 
not  germane  to  the  subject  of  purchasing 
this  lot  of  land. 

Councilman  Wing :  The  question  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  grammar  schools  has 
much  to  do  with  the  cost  of  our  schools.  In 
each  new  school  there  must  be  a  master  with 
a  high  salary. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  believe  that  the  cost 
of  our  school  system  is  excessive.  That,  how- 
ever does  not  change  the  location  of  this  lot. 

Councilman  Wing  :  There  seems  to  be  an 
effort  to  secure  another  grammar  school  in 


this  ward.  In  the  case  at  Xewtonville  the 
Claflin  and  Adams  schools  are  within  2200 
feet  of  each  other,  and  the  expense  is  very 
heavy.  Only  Boston  and  Worcester  have  more 
expensive  schools  than  we  have. 

Councilman  Bullard:  It  would  certainly 
be  better  to  have  one  grammar  school,  as  we 
have  one  high  school,  and  compel  all  pupils  to 
attend  it  without  regard  to  distance,  if  the 
question  of  expense  is  the  only  one  to  be  con- 
sidered. I  don't  believe  that  is  the  principle 
we  should  go  on. 

Councilman  Wing :  I  think  that  when  a 
grammar  school  is  built  there  is  no  hardship 
in  walking  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  or  even  a 
mile.  When  I  was  a  boy  I  was  sent  to  a  pri- 
vate school  where  we  had  to  walk  a  mile  and 
a  half  every  morning,  and  I  was  called  the 
walking  skeleton,  but  I  stood  it  all  right. 
There  is  no  reason  w  hy  the  citizens  should  be 
taxed  to  pay  for  extra  schoolhouses. 

Councilman  Hatfield  :  Regarding  the  cost 
of  a  schoolhouse,  I  take  exception  to  that.  A 
schoolhouse  such  as  is  planned  can  be  built 
for  565,000  above  the  land.  There  will  be  a 
saving  of  S3000  a  year  in  masters'  salaries  by 
the  construction  of  a  large  schoolhouse,  like 
the  one  proposed. 

Councilman  Tolman :  .\s  to  the  price,  I 
asked  a  practical  man,  Mr.  Hunt,  what  such  a 
building  would  cost.  He  gave  me  the  fig- 
ures as  $75,000.  I  am  sure  that  the  price 
named  diti  not  include  architect's  fees,  the  ven- 
lillating  plant  nor  the  heating  apparatus,  nor 
such  other  items  as  are  usually  independent  of 
the  building  contract.  Then  there  would  be 
the  cost  of  the  lot  m  addition. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  I  got  my  figures 
from  Alderman  Hunt. 

Councilman  Tolman:  He  has  come  down 
very  rapidly,  then. 

Councilman  Hatfield :  Like  a  revised 
edition. 

President  Knapp  returned  to  the  chair, 
and  Councilman  Weed  took  the  floor.  He 
said :  My  opinion  is  in  favor  of  building 
one  large  schoolhouse  in  the  centre  of  the 
district.  This  district  is  not  two  miles  broad, 
so  that  no  one  would  have  to  walk  an  exces- 
sive distance.  One  large  school  is  more  effi- 
cient, as  I  understand  it,  than  a  number  of 
small  ones.  The  scholars  will  get  very  much 
more  than  where  one  teacher  teaches  all 
classes  of  subjects.  There  are  advantages  to 
the  pupils  and  to  the  teachers.    .\s  a  means 
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of  economy  the  large  schools  are  preferable. 
It  is  fooUsh  to  spread  our  schools  out  to  cover 
a  district.  Efficiency,  economy  and  conven- 
ience are  all  gained  in  the  large  school. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  am  differently  in- 
formed on  the  subject  of  distances.  There 
are  now  over  100  pupils  in  this  ward  who 
have  more  than  a  mile  to  walk  in  getting  to 
school. 

Councilman  Degen  :  My  objections  to  the 
order  are  on  the  ground  that  the  city  has  no 
right  to  speculate  in  land.  In  regard  to  the 
sale  of  the  balance  of  the  lot,  I  don't  believe 
it  amounts  to  anything.  There  are  nearly 
100,000  square  feet  that  will  not  be  sold, 
but  will  probably  be  retained  for  park  pur- 
poses or  for  a  playground.  In  other  sec- 
tions of  the  city  where  parks  have  lieen  pro- 
vided, the  people  have  paid  one-half  of  the 
expense.  In  this  case,  where  the  city  would 
already  own  the  land,  there  is  no  likelihood 
that  anything  of  the  sort  would  be  done.  It 
would  be  so  easy  for  the  city  to  give  the  land  ! 
If  this  land  can  be  sold  so  readily,  why  does 
not  some  one  buy  the  whole  of  it  and  sell  to 
the  city  whatever  is  required  for  school  pur- 
poses. I  don't  object  strongly  to  the  construc- 
tion of  large  schools.  There  may  be  economy 
in  that  plan.  This  amendment  to  the  order 
gives  permission  to  sell  the  balance  of  the  lot, 
but  it  does  not  sell  it.  Permission  to  sell  and 
a  sale  are  two  different  propositions. 

The  roll  was  then  called  on  the  passage  of 
the  amended  order,  and  the  or<ler  failed  to 
pass,  the  vote  standing :  Yeas — Councilnien 
Briston,  iJickens,  Green,  Hatfield,  Parker, 
Weed  ai.d  Wing,  7.  Nays — Councilmen  Bul- 
lard, Childs,  Degen,  Savage,  Tolman  and 
President  Knapp,  6.  Absent — Councilman 
Ross,  I . 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  liusiness  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence 
with  the  board  of  aldermen  : 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  certain  sums,  being  the  premium  from  the 
sale  of  various  bonds,  to  the  sinking  fund  com- 
missioners was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks 
in  Clyde  and  Judkins  street  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  Si 265  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Bradford,  Hillside  and  Elliot 


steeets  and  Middlesex  road  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  favorable 
report  from  the  committee  on  highways  on  the 
widening  of  Washington  street.  Accepted. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  committee  on  en- 
rolled ordinances  that  the  ordinances  relating 
to  neglected  children  and  to  truants  were 
well  and  truly  enrolled.  Accepted. 

Councilman  Degen  presented  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  finance  upon  the  appro- 
priations for  1895.  Accepted. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  on  the  ordinance  relating  to  neg- 
lected children,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  ordinance  was  then  given  a  second 
reading  and  passed  to  be  ordained. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  on  the  ordinance  relating  to  truants, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  ordinance  was  then  given  a  second 
reading  and  passed  to  be  ordained. 

Councilman  Hatfield  presented  a  petition 
from  Lawrence  Mayo  for  a  concrete  sidewalk 
on  Berkeley  street.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  highways. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  council 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  discuss  the 
appropriation  budget  for  1895,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

The  chair  appointed  Councilman  Weed 
Chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Appropriation  Budget. 

At  11.40  o'clock  the  council  reassembled, 
and  Councilman  Weed  presented  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  recommending 
that  $846,010  be  appropriated  for  municipal 
expenses  for  1895.  Accepted. 

The  clerk  read  the  items  of  the  appropria- 
tions as  reported. 

Councilman  Weed  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  order 
adopted  unanimously. 

Councilman  Degen  presented  an  order 
adopting  the  estimated  receipts  of  the  city  for 
1895,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Also,  an  order  fixing  the  rate  of  interest  on 
unpaid  taxes,  and  it  was  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
adjourned  at  11.50  o'clock  on  motion  of 
Councilman  Degen. 
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Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Nov.  26,  1894. 


A  meeting  of  the  common  council  was 
called  to  order  on  Monday  evening,  November 
26,  at  7.30  o'clock  by  President  Knapp,  with 
all  the  members  present. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  reading  of  the 
records  of  a  previous  meeting  was  made  and 
carried. 

Hearing  on  the  Widening  of  Wash= 
ington  Street. 

The  council  then  repaired  to  the  upper  hall 
where  a  hearing  on  the  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street  was  called. 

Those  who  appeared  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed widening  were :  Messrs.  E.  W.  Gay, 
Walter  U.  Lavvson,  John  T.  Langford,  T.  B. 
Fitzpatrick,  Francis  A.  Dewson,  ex-Alderman 
N.  H.  Chadwick,  Mr.  Henry  F.  King,  Herbert 
A.  Fuller,  William  E.  .Sheldon  and  Mr.  Herbert 
F.  Bent.  Lawyer  Runyon  of  Boston  ap- 
peared in  remonstrance  in  behalf  of  a  client, 
and  Lawyer  J.  B.  Goodrich  appeared  in 
remonstrance  in  behalf  of  various  parties. 
Ex-Alderman  S.  \.  D.  .Sheppard  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  widening,  and  communications 
favoring  the  project  were  read  from  William 
J.  FoUett  and  Frank  A.  Day.  Mr.  John  Flood 
objected  to  taking  all  of  his  estate.  A  communi- 
cation from  Luther  Farwell  in  remonstrance  was 
also  read. 

No  one  else  wishing  to  be  heard  the  coun- 
cil returned  to  the  council  chamber  and  at 
9.37  the  hearing  was  declared  closed. 

The  records  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
then  read  by  the  clerk  and  declared  approved. 

Petitions  from  the  Board  of  Alder= 
men. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  were  read  and  filed 
or  referred  to  the  proper  committees : 

A  petition  from  Svenson  and  others  for 
street  lights  on  Cherry  terrace  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 


A  petition  from  George  Dix  and  others  for 
street  lights  on  Temple  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  E.  Snow  and  others 
for  a  street  light  on  Bridge  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights 

A  petition  from  Charles  W.  Loring  and 
others  for  street  lights  on  Park  street  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

.-V  petition  from  A.  C.  Walworth  and  others 
for  a  fire  alarm  signal  station  on  Centre  street 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  hre  depart- 
ment. 

A  petition  from  John  Purcell  and  others  for 
sewer  off  Lander  street  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  Joseph  W.  Howard  and 
others  for  a  concrete  crosswalk  on  Fairmont 
avenue  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
highways. 

A  petition  from  S.  E.  Howard  and  others 
for  a  concrete  crosswalk  on  Hunter  street  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  highways. 

A  communication  from  the  Hunnewell  Hill 
Improvement  society  relative  to  the  widening 
of  Washington  street  was  read  and  filed. 

A  communication  from  the  ward  2 
Republican  caucus  relative  to  the  widening  of 
Washington  street  and  the  depression  of  the 
Boston  and  Albany  railroad  tracks  was  read 
and  filed. 

A  notice  from  the  school  board  of  the 
election  of  C.  S.  Ober  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  school  committee  from  ward  4  was  read 
and  filled. 

A  communication  from  the  Garden  City 
Improvement  society  relative  to  grade  crossings 
was  read  and  filed. 

The  resignation  of  Nathan  Mosman  as  city 
almoner  and  overseer  of  the  poor  was  accepted, 
for  city  almoner. 

Committee  Reports. 

The  following  reports  were  received  through 
the  board  of  aldermen: 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
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fuel  and  street  lights  relative  to  certain  peti- 
tions was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  taking  of  land  for  sewer 
purposes  in  Clinton  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  accept- 
ance of  Park  avenue  was  accepted. 

Orders. 

The  following  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence, laid  over  under  the  rules  or  amended  : 

An  order  for  street  lights  in  Cherry  place, 
Edinboro  and  Los  Angeles  streets  was  laid 
over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  $31,200  for  the 
accruing  municipal  expenses  for  the  month  of 
December  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  making  certain  additional  appro- 
priations and  transfers  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  transferring  certain  premiums  in 
the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer  to  various  sink- 
ing funds  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Browning  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Oxford  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Suffolk  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
taking  of  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Clinton 
street,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 4,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  December 
10,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Park 
avenue,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  De- 
cember 4,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  board  of 
aldermen,  and  on  Monday  evening,  December 
10,  at  7.45  o'clock  before  the  common  council. 

The  appropriation  order  for  1895  re- 
ceived, amended  as  follows :  Assessors'  de- 
partment, assistant  assessors,  increased  to 
$1900;  clerical  assistance,  increased  to  $3200; 
public  property,  decreased  to  $l5,ocx);  salary 
milk  inspector,  increased  to  $500;  the  item 
of  $300  for  maintenance  of  team  of  inspector 
of  buildings,  transferred  from  salaries  and 
added  to  pubUc  property,  making  a  total  of 
$841,810. 

Councilman  BuUard  moved  to  amend  the 
sidewalk  account,  standing  at  $18,000,  by  re- 


ducing it  to  $15,000.  He  said:  Certain 
sidewalks  have  been  constructed  this  year 
which  will  have  to  be  paid  for  out  of  this 
appropriation,  and  I  make  this  motion  so  that 
the  money,  $3000,  can  be  appropriated  for 
immediate  use. 

Councilman  Parker  said  that  the  highway 
committee  had  found  it  necessary  to  spend 
this  $3000  on  sidewalks,  because  it  could  be 
done  to  advantage  this  year,  and  would  save 
holding  them  over  until  next  year. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  council 
concur  with  the  aldermen  in  reducing  the 
public  property  appropriation  to  $15,000,  and 
the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  aldermen  increasing  the 
item  for  assistant  assessors  to  $1900. 

Councilman  Weed  asked  why  this  increase 
was  necessary. 

President  Knapp  :  It  is  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  assistant  assessors,  who  receive 
so  much  a  day. 

Councilman  Savage:  The  department  was 
in  arrears  $450  this  year  on  this  account. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
was  carried. 

Councilnjan  Savage  moved  to  concur  with 
the  aldermen  in  the  increase  to  $3200  of  the 
item  for  cleiical  assistance  in  the  assessors' 
department. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  would  like  to  ask 
where  this  additional  money  is  to  go.  It  was 
not  asked  for  by  the  assessors. 

President  Knapp :  It  was  asked  for,  but 
the  committee  on  finance  cut  down  the  amount. 

Councilman  Degen :  They  asked  for 
$3400.  The  aldermen  increased  the  appro- 
priation to  $3200,  but  even  this  is  not  enough. 
I  think  we  should  concur  in  the  amendment. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  increasing  the  salary  of  the  in- 
spector of  milk.  He  said  that  the  inspector 
was  before  the  committee  and  explained  that 
he  had  expended  more  for  new  instruments  to 
do  the  work  required  of  him  than  his  salary 
amounted  to.  Councilman  Degen  thought 
this  was  not  right  and  hoped  the  increase 
would  be  made. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  to  transfer  the 
item  of  $300  for  maintenance  of  team  of  in- 
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spector  of  buildings,  transferred  from  salaries 
and  added  to  public  property,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

The  order,  as  amended,  appropriating  $838,- 
810  was  then  passed  by  a  vole  of  14  yeas. 

Sent  Down  for  Information. 

An  opinion  from  the  city  solicitor  was 
received  through  the  aldermen  that  the  order 
for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Elm  and  Webster 
streets  and  Oak  avenue.  West  Newton,  a  part 
of  which  was  to  be  sold,  was  illegal.  Read 
and  filed. 

Other  Business. 

A  communication  from  the  assessors' 
department  that  the  department  was  #567  in 
arrears  was  received  and  filed. 

An  order  appropriating  $567  for  the  the 
use  of  the  assessors'  department  was  received. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Weed :  Has  this  order  the 
approval  of  the  committee  on  the  assessors' 
department? 

President  Knapp  :    It  has  not. 

Councilman  .Savage:  There  has  been  no 
meeting  of  the  committee,  but  several  of  its 
members  favor  it. 

Councilman  Ross:  I  approve  the  order 
with  the  rest  of  the  commitlee. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  ordur 
adopted  by  14  yeas. 

A  communication  from  Mary  J.  Houghton 
claiming  damage  in  the  sum  of  $3000  for  a 
fall  on  an  icy  sidewalk,  resulting  in  a  broken 
leg,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

A  claim  for  damages  from  Katie  T.  Farrell, 
owing  to  injuries  received  through  the  caving 
in  of  a  concrete  sidewalk,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  claims. 

A  communication  from  the  water  board 
relative  to  the  action  of  electricity  on  water 
pipes  was  received  and  filed. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  laying  of  sewers  in  Berwick 
road,  Hancock  avenue,  Hunnewell  avenue, 
Hunnewell  terrace,  Paul,  Pearl  and  Alpine 
streets,  was  accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
highways  relative  to  petitions  for  concrete 
sidewalks  on  Berkeley,  Putnam  and  Centre 
streets,    and   concreting  around   the  Hyde 


schoolhouse  at  Newton  Highlands,  was 
accepted. 

A  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on 
highways  on  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  School  street,  from  Pearl  street 
northerly,  was  accepted. 

An  order  appropriating  $150  for  the  in- 
spector of  buildings  department  for  the  ex- 
change of  a  horse  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  granting  the  free  use  of  city  hall 
to  Mrs.  L.  A.  Chapman  for  the  Williston 
Home  on  December  17  was  adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic property  to  sell  the  old  Hyde  school  build- 
ing was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  ^500  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  water  board  in  an  examination 
of  the  water  pipes,  their  condition  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  city  council,  was  received. 

Councilman  Degen  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
the  roll  called,  resulting  in  the  passage  of  the 
order — 12  yeas,  Councilmen  Green  and  Weed 
absent. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating  $3000 
for  the  construction  of  sidewalks  and  cross- 
walks. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted  by  12  yeas.  Councilman  (ireen  and 
Weed  absent. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  various 
concrete  sidewalks  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Paul  street,  Berwick  road,  Hancock  and  Hun- 
newell avenues,  Hunnewell  terrace,  Pearl  and 
Alpine  streets  was  received. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

An  order  appropriating  $685  for  laying 
water  pipes  in  Lenox,  Kenvvood,  Hillside  and 
Winter  streets  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman,  a  recess 
was  taken  at  10.27,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 
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After  a  Recess. 

On  reassembling  at  10.45,  Councilman  Par- 
ker moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  on  the 
order  for  concrete  sidewalks  in  Berkeley  and 
Lincoln  streets  and  around  the  Hyde  school- 
house.    The  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  on  the  order  appropriating  $150  for 
the  exchange  of  horse  in  the  inspector  of 
buildings  department,  and  the  motion  was 
carried. 

Councilman  Tolman  desired  information 
from  the  inspector  of  buildings  as  to  the 
reason  for  an  exchange  of  horses.  The  horse 
now  driven  by  the  inspector,  said  he,  cost 
about  $200  within  a  year. 

President  Knapp  said  that  the  inspector's 
horse  had  a  quarter-crack  which  disabled  it. 
He  thought  horses  were  very  cheap  at  the 
present  time. 


Councilman  Tolman  :  They  are  very  low- 
now,  and  I  think  a  smaller  sum  would  suffice. 

Councilman  Ross :  I  wish  to  correct  the 
councilman  from  ward  7.  The  price  paid  for 
the  inspector's  horse  was  only  $130. 

Councilman  Bullard:  I  submit  that  $130 
is  not  a  large  sum  to  pay  for  a  horse,  even  to 
use  for  only  a  year. 

Councilman  Tolman :  I  was  not  objecting 
to  the  expenditure  made,  but  this  horse  should 
have  some  value  in  making  an  exchange. 

Inspector  Elder  stated  that  the  horse  was 
disabled  by  a  quarter-crack,  and  that  it  had 
been  doctored  without  satisfactory  results. 
I  don't  expect  to  expend  the  whole  of  this 
$150,  but  I  do  not  want  to  be  hampered  for 
money. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  order 
passed  by  13  yeas,  Councilman  Briston 
absent. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  council 
adjourned  at  10.50  on  motion  of  Councilman 
Degen. 
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A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
W8S  called  to  order  on  Monday  evening,  De- 
cember 10,  at  7.30  o'clock,  by  President 
Knapp,  with  the  following-named  members 
in  their  seats :  Councilman  Briston,  Wing, 
Green,  Savage,  BuUard,  Hatfield,  Childs, 
Ross,  Dickens,  Parker,  Weed,  and  Tolman. 

The  records  of  a  previous  meeting  were 
read  by  the  clerk  and  declared  approved. 

Hearings. 

A  hearing  was  called  on  the  taking  of  land 
for  sewer  purposes  in  Clinton  street. 

Timothy  O'Leary  was  the  first  speaker  in 
remonstrance.  He  said  he  had  built  two  cess- 
pools on  his  place  at  a  cost  of  $12^^  and  had 
paid  an  assessment  of  ^24.50  for  a  drain. 
There  were  grape  vines  and  fruit  trees  on  his 
property,  and  the  construction  of  a  sewer,  he 
believed,  would  take  the  water  from  the  soil 
so  that  his  trees  would  die.  He  said:  The 
poor  people  in  my  neighborhood  have  all  they 
can  do  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  we  don't  want 
this  sewer  at  all.  Some  of  the  petitioners  for 
the  sewer  say  they  don't  want  it,  either.  I 
don't  see  why  they  don't  enter  the  sewer  in 
Shamrock  street.  I  have  taken  great  interest 
in  keeping  my  place  in  good  condition,  and  I 
protest  against  this  sewer  being  put  in.  We 
don't  need  it,  and  we  don't  want  it. 

Gregory  Burns  said :  I  object  to  this  sewer. 
I  have  a  cesspool  that  keeps  my  place  sweet 
and  clean.  This  street  is  over  a  bed  of  sand 
and  gravel,  and  there  is  no  need  of  a  sewer 
being  put  in. 

Matthew  Burns  said  :  I  am  not  able  to  do 
anything,  and  can't  afford  to  pay  anything. 
I  don't  want  to  have  this  sewer  go  through. 
We  don't  want  it,  anyway. 

James  Walton  said:  I  don't  need  it,  and  I 
protest  against  it. 

A  letter  from  Mary  A.  Sullivan  in  remon- 
strance to  the  petition  was  read  and  filed. 

A  similar  letter  from  Ellen  A.  Burns  was 
read  and  filed. 


James  Cannon  said :  I  am  at  the  head  of 
that  petition.  I  think  the  sewer  should  be  put 
in  Clinton  street.  Mrs.  Rollins,  who  owns  a 
double  house,  came  to  me  a  long  time  ago 
and  wanted  me  to  get  a  sewer  through.  There 
is  a  large  cesspool  on  her  lot,  but  there  is  a 
drain  three  feet  from  the  surface  in  that  side 
of  the  street,  with  a  catch  basin  only  seven 
feet  from  her  cesspool.  Every  time  there  is 
a  heavy  shower  or  a  long  rain  the  water  from 
this  catch  basin  leaches  through  the  soil  into 
her  cesspool,  which  is  much  deeper  than  the 
catch  basin,  so  that  she  has  to  go  to  the  ex- 
pense of  having  it  pumped  out.  This  is  a 
hardship  which  she  should  not  have  to  bear. 
I  was  the  one  having  charge  of  that  petition, 
and  none  of  the  signers  have  told  me  they 
wanted  to  have  their  names  withdrawn.  I 
don't  believe  any  of  them  have  changed  their 
minds.  We  want  the  sewer,  and  the  whole 
neighborhood  should  be  connected  with  it. 
You  can't  sit  out  of  a  summer  evening  with 
so  many  cesspools  about.  It  wouldn't  be 
healthy.  I  am  going  to  have  a  two-tenement 
house,  and  I  don't  want  to  have  to  build  a 
cesspool  for  it. 

Patrick  McLaughlin  said :  My  next  door 
neighbor's  house  is  very  near  the  line.  My 
cesspool  is  close  to  the  line,  and  it  leaches 
through  into  his  cellar.  I  want  the  sewer 
built. 

Timothy  O'Leary  said  :  The  land  in  this 
neighborhood  is  of  a  gravelly  nature.  We 
don't  need  any  sewer.  I  would  be  $400  out 
of  pocket  if  it  was  put  in.  There  is  so  much 
for  the  cesspools,  and  so  much  for  the  drain, 
and  1  don't  remember  what  the  rest  is  for,  but 
I  will  prove  it  to  a  committee  of  this  honor- 
able board.  I  want  you  to  come  over  and  see 
for  yourself  what  I  tell  you.  I  have  lived 
here  a  good  many  years.  1  have  never  known 
of  a  case  of  bad  sickness  in  the  street  in  all 
my  life.  Some  of  the  signers  have  stated  that 
they  didn't  want  the  sewer.  We  have  the 
majority  against  it  and  the  minority,  too  and 
the  majority  rules.    We  dont  want  it. 

James  Cannon  :  He  says  they  have  both  the 
majority  and   the  minority.    I  think  those 
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who  want  the  sewer  should  have  some  consid- 
eration. 

The  hearing  was  closed  at  8.14  no  one  else 
wishing  to  be  heard. 

A  hearing  was  then  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Park  avenue.  No 
one  appeared  and  the  hearing  was  closed. 

Reports  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  petitions  were  received 
through  the  board  of  aldermen  : 

A  proclamation  from  the  governor  promul- 
gating the  thirty-sixth  article  of  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  was  read  and  filed. 

A  claim  for  damages  from  John  Cody  for 
injuries  received  by  his  wife  from  a  fall  on  an 
icy  sidewalk  on  Homer  street  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  claims. 

A  communication  from  the  school  com- 
mittee requesting  an  appropriation  of  $1750 
for  furnishing  the  new  Hyde  schoolhouse  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

A  communication  from  Addie  F.  Spaulding 
in  remonstrance  to  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  Clinton  street  was  read  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  John  McLaughlin  and 
others  for  a  sewer  in  Adams  street  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

Various  Reports. 

The  following  reports  were  received  through 
the  board  of  aldermen : 

A  report  from  the  water  hoard  of  leave  to 
withdraw  on  a  petition  for  an  extension  of 
water  mains  in  the  Oak  Hill  district  was 
accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  an  extension  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
Lombard  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers  favor- 
able to  the  settlement  of  the  Killiam  claims 
against  the  city  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  fire  depart- 
ment favorable  to  the  location  of  a  fire  alarm 
signal  station  on  Centre  street  at  Clinton  place  ! 
was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  ordinances 
submittinjj  a  draft  of  the  revised  ordinances 
was  accepted.  1 

Orders. 

1 

The  following  orders  were  received  from  : 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 
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An  order  extending  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  sewer  assessments  in  Lombard 
street  until  the  land  should  be  built  upon  was 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  out  the  sum  of  $28,750  in  full  settlement 
of  the  Killian  claims  was  received. 

Councilman  Tolman  moved  that  the  council 
go  into  executive  session  for  the  consideration 
of  the  order.    The  motion  was  carried. 

The  regular  session  was  resumed  a  few 
minutes  later  when  the  order  was  adopted 
after  a  second  reading. 

An  order  appropriating  Si 50  for  a  fire  alarm 
signal  station  on  Centre  street  at  Clinton  place 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

The  revised  ordinances  of  1 894  were  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
passed  to  be  enrolled. 

Original  Business. 

Councilman  Savage  presented  a  petition 
from  Wadsworth  and  others  for  a  sewer  in 
Highland  park.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  sewers. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  a  petition 
from  F.  C.  Pope  and  others  for  street  lights 
on  Orient  avenue,  Morton  street  and  Ken- 
wood avenue.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

Councilman  BuUard  presented  a  petition 
from  J.  C.  Melvin  for  a  street  light  on  High- 
land street.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
fuel  and  street  lights. 

Also,  a  petition  from  ^L  J.  Duane  and 
others  for  six  arc  lights  on  River  street.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

Councilman  Wing  presented  a  petition  from 
George  H.  Braman  and  others  for  arc  lights 
on  Waverley  avenue  at  Monument,  Kenil- 
worth  and  Montrose  streets,  at  the  corner  of 
Montrose  and  Ivanhoe  streets  and  at  the 
corner  of  Ivanhoe  and  Kenilworth  streets. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  fuel  and  street 
lights. 

Councilman  Childs  presented  a  petition  from 
A.  S.  Barnes  and  others  for  a  concrete  cross- 
walk on  Beacon  street.  Referred  to  the 
committee  on  highways. 

Councilman  Green  presented  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  fuel  and  street  lights  favor- 
able to  street  hghts  on  Cherry  terrace.  Park, 
Temple  and    Bridge  streets,  Orient  avenue, 
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Morton  street,  Kenwood  avenue  and  Gray 
Cliff  road.  The  report  was  accepted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  then 
taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

An  order  for  street  lights  in  Cherry  place, 
Edinboro  and  Los  Angeles  streets  was  given 
a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $31,200  for  munici- 
pal expenses  for  December  was  given  a  sec- 
ond reading  and  adopted. 

An  order  making  certain  additional  appro- 
priations and  transfers  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted  by  13  yeas.  Councilman 
Degen  absent. 

An  order  transferring  certain  premiums  to 
the  sinking  fund  was  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Other  Original  Business. 

Councilman  Parker  presented  an  order  re- 
scinding an  order  for  the  widening  of  sections 
of  Washington  street  to  eighty-five  feet  and 
referring  the  matter  to  the  committee  on 
highways.    The  order  was  adopted. 

Councilman  BuUard  presented  an  order 
authorizing  the   city   treasurer   to  sell  100 


thirty-year  sewer  bonds,  due  October  i,  1924, 
hearing  interest  at  4  per  cent,  and  establishing 
a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  same  at 
maturity.  He  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted  by  13  yeas.  Councilman  Degen 
absent. 

Councilman  BuUard  presented  an  order 
providing  that  $4000  received  from  the  collec- 
tion of  sewer  assessments  be  applied  to  the 
sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  sewer 
debt.  He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Councilman  Green  presented  an  order  for 
street  lights  in  various  streets  and  ways  and 
moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  when  the 
council  adjourned  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
December  31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come 
before  the  board,  the  council  adjourned  at 
8.51  o'clock  on  motion  of  Councilman  Green. 
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A  regular  meeting  of  the  common  council 
was  called  to  order  on  Monday  evening, 
December  17,  at  7.30  o'clock,  by  President 
Knapp,  with  the  following-named  members 
present:  Councilmen  Briston,  Wing,  Green, 
Savage,  Hatfield,  Childs,  Dickens,  Ross, 
Degen,  Parker,  Tolman  and  Weed. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  hoard  of  aldermen  : 

A  communicatit)n  from  the  board  of  health 
that  the  mayor  be  authorized  to  petition  the 
legislature  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  enabling 
l)oards  of  health  to  license  peddlers  of  fruit, 
etc.,  was  read  and  tiled. 

A  communication  from  Henry  M.  Whitney 
and  others  accepting  the  proposition  for  set- 
tlement of  the  Killian  claims  against  the  city 
of  Newton  was  read  ami  filed. 

.\  communication  from  .\.  B.  Potter  and 
others  relative  to  the  gift  of  lands  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  boulevard  as  far  as  /^  ul)urn 
street  was  read  and  filed. 

.\  report  from  the  conmiittee  on  highwavs 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  that  part  of  Nehoiden  roail 
known  as  Carleton  road  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highwavs 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Crofton  road  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Dartmouth  street  was  accepted. 

.V  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Exeter  street  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Nehoiden  road  was  accepted. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  W'aban  avenue  was  accepted. 


A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  referring  to  the  next  city  council 
for  final  action  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Edinboro  and  other  streets  on 
which  hearings  had  been  duly  held  was  ac- 
cepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Eddy,  Cook,  Green  and  other 
streets  and  referring  final  action  thereon  to 
the  next  city  council  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  referring  to  the  next  city  council 
various  petitions  for  highway  extensions  and 
improvements  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  granting  leave  to  withdraw  cer- 
tain petitions  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  new  streets  was  accepted. 

Various  Orders. 

The  follow  ing  orders  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in 
concurrence  or  laid  over  under  the  rules : 

An  order  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
S3 193.44  from  certain  appropriations  to  that 
for  highway  general  repairs  was  adopted. 

An  order  authtirizing  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  the  enactment  of  a  law 
granting  to  boards  of  health  the  power  to 
license  peddlers  of  fiuit,  etc.,  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Carlton 
road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  respective 
branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Crofton 
road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 31,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  respective 
branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Dart- 
mouth street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
December  31,  at  7.30  o'clock  before  the  re- 
spective branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Exeter 
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street,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  respective 
branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of 
Nehoiden  road,  to  be  held  on  Monday  even- 
ing, December  31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the 
respective  branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on  the 
laying  out,  grading  and  acceptance  of  Waban 
avenue,  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
December  31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the 
respective  branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Fairfax  street. 

-An  order  was  adopted  for  the  taking  of 
land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Clinton  street. 

An  order  transferring  an  appropriation  o( 
Si 300  for  the  construction  of  Alpine  street  to 
the  highway  general  repair  account  for  1895 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  §1439.45 
for  the  payment  of  sundry  sewer  assessments 
on  land  belonging  to  the  city  was  laid  over 
under  the  rules. 

An  order  appropriating  Si7,cxdo  for  the  use 
of  the  water  board  in  procuring  main  pipe 
and  special  castings  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

An  order  fur  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Clinton  street  was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

An  order  transferring  the  sum  of  $1068.40 
for  the  construction  of  .Austin  street  to  the 
highway  construction  account  for  1895  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Other  Papers. 

The  following  additional  papers  were  re- 
ceived from  the  boartl  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence: 

A  communication  from  John  K.  Hennessy 
claiming  damages  for  injuries  received  in  a 
public  street  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  highways 
favorable  to  referring  to  the  next  city  council 
a  petition  for  the  construction  of  a  concrete 
sidewalk  on  Beacon  street  was  accepted. 

Called  Up  and  Adopted. 

Councilman  Hatfield  said  that  if  it  would  be 
in  order  he  would  like  to  call  up  the  order 
transferring  $1300  appropriated  for  the  con- 
struction of  Alpine  street. 


President  Knapp  :  It  simply  adds  the  ap- 
propriation to  next  year's  account.  If  you 
desire  the  order  adopted  it  can  be  done  by 
suspending  the  rules. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Councilman  Tolman  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  on  the  order  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Clinton  street,  and  the 
motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

Unfinished  Business. 

I  he  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  in  concurrence: 

An  order  appropriating  $150  for  a  fire 
alarm  signal  station  at  the  corner  of  Centre 
street  and  Clinton  place  was  given  a  second 
reading  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Councilman  Tolman,  a  recess 
was  taken  at  8.12  o'clock  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  chair. 

Additional  Business. 

The  council  reassemljled  at  9.27  o'clock, 
when  the  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  : 

An  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  petition 
the  legislature  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  creating 
a  board  of  public  works  for  the  city  of  New- 
ton, a  draft  of  such  act  being  attached  to  the 
order,  was  received  and  read  by  the  clerk. 

Councilman  Weed :  I  am  not  very  familiar 
with  this  proposed  measure,  and  think  it 
should  be  examined  carefully  before  we  take 
any  action.  I  move  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table.    The  motion  was  carried. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in 
Lincoln  court  was  accepted. 

.\  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
Aaron  A.  Hall  and  others  against  the  city  in 
connection  with  sewer  construction  by  the 
payment  of  $26,800  was  accepted. 

An  order  appropriating  $26,800  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  .Aaron  .A.  Hall  and 
others  against  the  city  was  received. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 
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Councilman  Green  asked  for  information 
relative  to  the  claims. 

President  Knapp  requested  Councilman  Tol- 
raan  to  make  a  statement  of  the  case  as  it 
appeared  to  the  committee. 

Councilman  Tolnian  :  The  question  of  the 
legality  of  the  claims  we  will  leave  out  of  the 
question.  It  is  a  question  of  right.  The  city 
engineer  figured  out  that  had  Mr.  Hall  not 
encountered  the  quicksand  on  Homer  street  he 
would  have  completed  the  work  of  sewer  con- 
struction at  a  profit.  It  cost  $500  to  construct 
four  feet  of  sewer.  The  item  of  tools  and  ma- 
chinery belonging  to  the  claimant  which  were 
either  lost  or  worn  out  when  in  use  by  the  city 
amounted  to  over  $1600.  There  was  also 
money  in  the  city  treasury  to  secure  the  com- 
pletion of  the  contract.  Money  has  been 
allowed  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  this  class 
in  every  city  in  the  commonwealth  where  they 
have  been  made. 

Councilman  Green :  Is  it  simply  to  make 
up  to  the  contractor  the  loss  he  has  sustained 
through  taking  the  work  too  low? 

Councilman  Tolman :  Xot  at  all.  The 
question  of  taking  the  work  too  low  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  equity  of  the  case.  Every- 
thing was  done  that  could  be  done  after  it  was 
known  that  heavy  loss  would  be  entailed  upon 
the  contractor.  In  cases  of  five  sewers,  in- 
cluding the  metropolitan  sewer  and  others, 
when  similar  obstacles  have  been  encountered 
the  cities  concerned  have  settled  the  claims  by 
the  payment  of  large  sums.  In  the  case  of 
the  section  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  crossing 
the  South  Boston  flats,  which  was  recently 
settled,  a  very  large  sum  was  paid  by  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Councilman  Briston  :  I  would  like  full  fig- 
ures and  all  the  facts  in  this  case. 

Councilman  Tolman  requested  judge  John 
C.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  assignees  of  Mr. 
Hall,  to  present  the  case  to  the  council. 

Judge  Kennedy  said:  I  appeared  before 
the  committee  for  Major  Hall  as  one  of  the 
assignees.  Last  Monday  evening  we  were 
with  that  committee  on  sewers  discussing  this 
matter  until  half-past  one  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  The  case  has  been  gone  over  very 
thoroughly.  Major  Hall  lost  363,000.  He 
encountered  several  acres  of  water  and  quick- 
sand which  had  not  been  expected.  He  put 
in  one  foot  of  pipe  at  a  cost  of  S500.  Every 
possible  means  was  tried  to  carry  on  the  work 
lo  completion.    Major  Hall  is  a  very  thorough 


man,  and  did  everything  that  a  man  could  do, 
but  the  water  would  come  in  and  wash  every- 
thing out.  It  was  found  necessary  to  dig  a 
trench  twenty-seven  feet  deep  and  twelve  to 
fourteen  feet  across,  which  was  lined  with 
tongued  and  grooved  timber  four  inches  thick 
and  cross-braced  with  pieces  of  joist  eight  by 
eight  mches  in  size.  The  timber  was  driven 
with  a  pile  driver,  and  after  all  this  work  and 
the  taking  of  every  precaution  the  water  came 
in  and  washed  it  all  out.  The  work  was  com- 
menced in  June,  and  it  was  not  till  late  the 
next  spring  that  it  was  completed.  We  ask 
you  to  adjust  this  claim  because  the  quicksand 
and  water  which  were  encountered  were  not 
expected.  In  the  contract  everything  else  had 
been  guarded  against.  This  one  thing  was 
the  only  thing  that  stood  in  the  way  of  doing 
the  work.  Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  very 
successful  in  carrying  on  his  work,  and  ex- 
Mayor  Hibbard,  who  was  mayor  when  the 
contract  was  awarded,  and  who  took  great 
interest  in  the  sewers,  came  before  the  com- 
mittee when  it  was  in  session  last  Monday 
night  and  said  he  thought  the  claim  was  a  just 
one.  Major  Hall  borrowed  Si9,ooo  in  an 
endeavor  to  complete  the  work.  He  made 
every  reasonable  effort  to  complete  the  sewer. 
When  forced  to  assign  he  left  all  his  tools, 
his  engines  and  pumps,  his  help,  and  even  his 
bookkeeper,  to  be  made  use  of  by  the  city. 
He  did  everything  he  could  then  to  help  the 
work  along.  Everything  was  done  in  perfect 
harmony,  in  order  to  save  the  city  money.  At 
Springfield  and  other  places  Mr.  Hall  was 
very  successful  in  his  work.  He  always  did 
good  work.  Other  cities  have  paid  just  such 
claims.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  here  will  re- 
member how  for  nine  months  Major  Hall  kept 
his  pumps  running  day  and  night  on  this 
work.  Quicksand  was  something  that  was 
not  expected,  and  it  would  not  be  right  to 
allow  Major  Hall  to  stand  the  loss  that  came 
to  him  wholly  through  no  fault  of  his  and 
through  what  could  not  be  avoided.  The  city 
came  in  and  completed  the  work,  having  the 
benefit  of  all  his  experiments  in  attempting  to 
complete  his  work.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
Major  Hall  lost  $63,000,  the  sum  it  is  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  in  settlement  of  all  the 
claims  growing  out  of  this  work  is  very  small. 

Councilman  Briston :  Is  quicksand  un- 
known in  Newton,  that  Mr.  Hall  should  not 
have  expected  to  meet  with  it? 

Judge  Kennedy:    I  suppose  not.    But  it  is 
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rarely  met  with  in  such  quantities.  In  this 
case  acres  fell  in  on  him.  It  is  certainly  a 
very  unusual  thing  to  have  to  dig  a  trench 
twenty-seven  feet  deep  and  twelve  feet  wide 
in  order  to  lay  an  eighteen  inch  pipe.  It  is 
in  view  of  these  very  unusual  considerations 
that  the  claim  for  Major  Hall's  creditors  is  so 
just. 

Councilman  Briston  :  Does  the  judge  wish 
to  impress  upon  us  that  because  there  was  no 
mention  of  quicksand  in  the  contract  the 
claim  is  particularly  valid? 

Judge  Kennedy :  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  council  that  quicksand  could  not  have 
been  expected  in  such  quantities  as  to  seri- 
ously hamper  the  construction  of  the  sewer. 
It  is  this  fact  that  makes  the  case  so  clear. 
Mr.  Hall  might  have  stopped  work  when  he 
found  he  had  taken  a  contract  on  which  he 
would  lose  money,  but  instead  he  went  as 
far  as  he  could.  He  is  a  very  brave  man  to 
do  what  he  undertook  to  do.  He  came  be- 
fore the  sewer  committee  with  tears  in  his 
eyes  and  told  his  story.  I  have  some  photo- 
graphs taken  of  the  trenches  with  all  the  tim- 
ber that  was  used  in  them  and  which  were 
washed  out  repeatedly.  If  any  one  would 
like  to  see  them  they  may  examine  them  here. 
Major  Hall  is  here  if  any  one  desires  to  ask 
him  any  question. 

Councilman  Briston:  It  is  the  remotest 
thing  fiom  my  intention  to  obstruct  the  busi- 
ness of  this  board.  It  is  significant  that  there 
were  other  contractors  of  repute,  who 
figured  on  this  contract  and  who  figured 
higher  than  Mr.  Hall.  These  conlractors  are 
large  taxpayers  in  the  city  of  Newton,  and 
men  who  have  the  interests  of  the  city  at 
heart.  When  they  submitted  their  figures  on 
this  work  they  expected  to  fulfill  the  contract, 
if  it  should  be  awarded  to  them.  These  gen- 
tlemen knew  the  ground  and  knew  how  much 
they  would  have  to  get  for  the  work  to  carry 
it  through.  This  gentleman  came  here  from 
outside,  and,  knowing  nothing  of  the  nature  of 
the  land,  underbid  the  local  contractors.  It 
does  not  matter  that  in  other  places  he  was 
successful.  Here  he  did  not  know  the 
nature  of  the  land.  This  is  the  first  that  I 
have  heard  of  his  case  against  the  city.  I 
think  we  should  know  more  of  it  before  we 
adopt  an  order  that  would  compel  the  con- 
tractors whom  he  underbid  to  help  him  bear 
the  loss  which  he  has  sustained.  It  is  not 
right  to  ask  these  citizens  and  taxpayers  to 


bear  a  burden  that  does  not  belong  to  them. 
If  they  had  received  the  contract,  they  would 
have  completed  the  sewer.  I  didn't  hear  any- 
thing about  the  Killian  case  until  it  was 
reported  upon  in  favor  of  settling  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  large  sum.  I  don't  know  the  merits 
of  this  case.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 
I  want  to  know  all  about  it  before  we  take 
action.  I  have  been  told  by  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  work  of  sewer  construction 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  completed 
the  sewer  at  the  price  to  be  paid  Mr.  Hall 
under  the  contract.  Other  parties  knew  the 
ground  and  would  not  take  the  contract  too 
low. 

President  Knapp,  who  had  called  Council- 
man Parker  to  the  chair,  said :  I  believe  I 
am  the  only  member  of  this  board  who  was 
in  the  board  when  the  contract  awarded  to 
Major  Hall  was  made.  Under  direction  of 
the  committee  on  sewers,  Mr.  Noyes,  who 
was  then  city  engineer,  advertised  as  usual  for 
bids  on  the  construction  of  this  sewer.  In 
accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  the  engi- 
neer stated  the  nature  of  the  land  through 
which  the  sewer  was  to  be  built,  and  it  was 
upon  such  information  as  the  city  engineer 
could  give  that  the  bids  were  made  and 
received.  There  was  no  statement  about 
quicksands,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  expect 
that  they  would  be  encountered.  The  con- 
tract was  awarded  to  .Mr.  Hall  as  the  lowest 
bidder.  I  saw  the  work  performed  of  which 
Judge  Kennedy  has  just  told  us,  and  nothing 
was  left  undone  that  could  have  been  done. 
The  city  had  the  advantage  of  knowing  what 
Mr.  Hall  had  done  in  the  way  of  experi- 
ments, and  that  saved  the  city  a  great  deal  of 
money.  It  has  been  figured  out  by  the  city 
engineer  that  the  contract  would  have  yielded 
a  profit  if  the  quicksand  had  not  been  there. 
It  is  a  just  claim  that  should  be  paid.  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

The  question  was  called  for  and  the  order 
adopted  unanimously. 

President  Knapp  then  returned  to  the  chair. 

An  order  authorizing  the  transfer  of  $4000 
from  interest  on  temporary  loans  to  interest 
on  permanent  loans  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  hearings  on 
taking  land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Lincoln 
court  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 31,  at  7.30  o'clock,  before  the  respective 
branches  of  the  city  council. 

An  order  authorizing  the  completion  of  the 
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Hyde  schoolhouse  at  Newton  Highlands  and 
the  completion  of  repairs  on  engine  house  No. 
2  at  a  cost  of  $4000,  to  be  provided  by  issue 
of  a  five-year  note,  was  received. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Weed  :  I  don't  see  any  objec- 
tion to  paying  this  anioiit  from  next  year's  taxes. 
We  have  overrun  the  account  on  this  work, 
and  I  think  it  is  not  a  good  principle  to  put 
the  balance  in  a  note.  Tt  can  just  as  well  be 
paid  in  1895. 

Councilman  Degen  :  I  feel  very  much  the 
same  in  this  matter  as  Councilman  Weed  feels. 


I  am  sorry  we  have  suspended  the  rules  on 
this  order.  There  is  too  little  time  to  look 
into  the  matter  as  I  feel  we  should  before 
taking  action.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

An  order  authorizing  the  sale  of  one  tive- 
year  note  for  ^4000,  bearing  interest  at  4  per 
cent,  for  the  completion  of  the  Hyde  school- 
house  and  the  repairs  on  engine  house  No.  2, 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

There  l.eing  no  further  business  to  come 
before  the  board,  the  council  adjourned  at 
10.02  on  motion  of  Councilman  Hatfield. 


Ill 
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An  adjouinetl  meeting  of  the  common  coun- 
cil was  called  to  order  at  7.30  o'clock  on 
Monday  evening,  December  31,  by  President 
Knapp,  with  all  the  members  present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting,  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

A  Batch  of  Hearings. 

Hearings  were  then  called  on  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  the  following  streets 
and  ways : 

Carlton  road.  No  one  appearetl  and  the 
hearing  was  closed. 

Crofton  road.  No  one  appeared  and  the 
hearing  was  closed. 

Dartmouth  street.  No  one  appeared  and 
the  hearing  was  closed. 

P'xeter  street.  No  one  appeared  and  the 
hearing  was  closed. 

Nehoiden  road.  No  one  appeared  and  the 
hearing  was  closed. 

Wahan  avenue.  No  one  appeared  and  the 
hearing  was  closed. 

A  hearing  was  also  called  on  the  taking  of 
land  for  sewer  purposes  in  Lincoln  court.  No 
one  appeared  and  the  hearing  was  closed. 

Various   Papers  from   the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted  upon  in  con- 
currence : 

A  petition  from  Newton  Land  and  Improve- 
ment company  for  a  sevver  in  Sylvan  avenue 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  sewers. 

A  petition  from  F.  B.  Reed  and  others  for 
a  fire-alarm  signal  station  on  .Melrose  street 
and  Ware  road  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  fire  department. 

The  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
burials  for  the  year  1894  was  received  and 
placed  on  file. 

A  communication  from  .Michael  McMann 
claiming  damages  for  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  received  owing  to  the  negligence  of  the 


city  while  he  was  at  work  in  a  sewer  trench  on 
December  15  was  referred  to  committee  on 
claims. 

A  communication  from  the  board  of  health 
asking  that  an  unexpended  balance  of  $200  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  the  board  of 
health  for  1895  ^^^^  teSid  and  filed. 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  sewers 
favorable  to  the  construction  of  sewer  in 
.Adams  street  was  accepted. 

An  order  for  the  taking  of  land  fcjr  sewer 
purposes  in  Lincoln  court  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  rescinding  an  order 
authorizing  the  suspension  of  certain  sewer 
assessments  on  L(mibard  street. 

Au  order  was  adopted  authorizing  the  free 
use  of  city  hall  on  February  11,  12,  13  and  14 
for  entertainments  in  aiil  of  the  Newton  hos- 
pital. 

.Vn  order  was  received  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  sewers  in  Adams  street  and  Lin- 
coln court. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the 
mayor  to  sign  a  contract  with  the  Newton  & 
W'atertown  Cas  Light  company  for  lighting 
the  city  of  Newton  for  three  years  from  Jan- 
uary I,  1895. 

Councilman  BuUard  requested  that  the  con- 
tract be  read. 

The  clerk  read  the  contract,  and  the  order 
was  then  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  for  the  laying  out, 
grading  and  acceptance  of  Exeter  street. 

The  committee  on  printing  reported  the 
bids  for  printing  the  city  reports  for  1894,  and 
recommended  that  the  contract  be  awarded  to 
F.  D.  Baldwin.    The  report  was  accepted. 

An  order  transfering  $3000  from  the  high- 
way general  repair  account  to  appropriation 
for  1895  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
sheds  at  the  stable  of  the  highway  department 
at  Auburndale  was  adopted. 

An  order  was  adopted  adding  various  un- 
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expended  balances  to  the  appropriations  fur 
1895- 

Unfinished  Business. 

The  following  unfinished  business  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  acted  upon  by  the  council : 

An  order  appropriating  $17,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  main  pipe  and  special  castings  by  the 
water  board  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  $4439.45  for  the 
payment  of  sundry  sewer  assessments  on  land 
belonging  to  the  city  was  given  a  second  read- 
ing and  adopted  by  13  yeas,  Councilman 
Parker  absent. 

An  order  transfering  the  sum  of  $1068.40 
for  the  construction  of  Austin  street  to  the 
highway  construction  account  for  1895  was 
given  a  second  reading  and  adopted. 

Councilman  Weed  moved  to  take  from  the 
able  an  order  authorizing  the  completion  of 
the  Hyde  school  house  at  Newton  Highlands, 
and  the  completion  of  repairs  im  engine  house 
No.  2  at  a  cost  of  $4000,  to  be  provided  by 
the  issue  of  a  five-year  note,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Ross  moved  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  adopted  by  13  yeas,  Council- 
man Parker  absent. 

Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  order 
authorizing  the  mayor  to  petition  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the 
city  of  Newton  to  establish  a  board  of  public 
works  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Councilman  Bullard  said  :  To  me  this  ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  the  most  important  pieces 
of  legislation  that  has  come  before  us  during 
the  year.  It  is  a  measure  of  great  and  lasting 
importance.  Not  having  had  the  time  to  ex- 
amine carefully  into  the  details  of  the  proposed 
act  and  desiring  to  do  so  before  action  is 
taken,  I  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the 
next  city  council.  I  do  not  want  to  be  mis- 
understood in  this  matter,  for  I  am  heartily  in 
favor  of  the  creation  of  such  a  board.  The 
time  is  ripe  for  it,  and  there  is  not  only  a  need 
for  it,  but  there  is  a  striing  and  growing  ile- 
mand  for  it. 

Councilman  Weed  said  :  I  understand  that 
certain  amendments  to  this  proposed  act  are 
to  be  offered  here  to  night,  and  it  seems  to  me 


it  would  be  well  to  let  these  amendments  be 
considered,  and  refer  the  amended  bill  to  the 
next  city  council. 

Councilman  Bullard :  I  shall  offer  no  ob- 
jections to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  council- 
man from  Ward  7.  Suggestions  of  value  may 
be  made,  and  these  should  be  taken  advantage 
of,  so  far  as  possible.  I  hope  many  suggestions 
for  improvement  of  the  text  of  this  bill  may  be 
made.  A  board  of  public  works  is  a  positive 
necessity. 

Councilman  Degen :  I  see  no  objection  to 
this  order  going  over  to  the  next  city  council, 
but  the  bill  has  been  printed  in  all  the  local 
papers,  and  in  one  of  them  twice,  so  that  there 
has  been  an  opportunity  to  examine  its  pro- 
visions. I  have  here  some  amendments  which 
I  would  like  to  offer.  The  first  is  to  the  third 
clause  of  section  2.  It  appears  that  this  clause 
is  liable  to  be  misconstrued,  as  has  been  the 
case  already.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
bill  to  take  the  construction  and  repair  of  the 
school  buildings  out  of  the  hands  of  the  board 
of  public  works,  but  it  is  open  to  that  con- 
struction. The  amendment  w  hich  I  have  to 
present  is  as  follows : 

In  section  2,  clause  3,  strike  out  words  "ex- 
cept that  the  conliol  of  the  school  buildings, 
shall  remain  with  the  school  committee,"  and 
insert  in  place  thereof  these  words,  "except 
that  the  school  committee  shall  have  the 
general  charge  and  superintendence  of  the 
schoolhouses  so  far  as  relates  to  the  uses  to 
which  the  same  may  be  appropriated." 

I  have  a  second  amendment  to  offer,  which 
applies  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill.  I  would 
have  it  added  to  the  end  of  that  section.  It  is 
the  intention  of  that  section  to  prevent  en- 
trance of  sewerage  or  other  pollution  to  water 
courses,  but  not  to  interfere  with  a  proper 
drainage  of  the  territory  surrounding  any  such 
course,  drain  or  sewer.  I  therefore  offer  the 
following  amendment,  to  be  placed  at  the  end 
of  section  3 : 

"  But  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prohibit  the  natural  drainage  of  land  border- 
ing upon  any  stream,  water  course  or 
channel." 

.Section  5  has  called  forth  more  criticism 
than  any  other  part  of  the  bill,  and  I  wish  to 
offer  the  following  amendment  in  order  to  re- 
move the  objections  raised : 

•'Any  person  desiring  to  lay  out  a  street  or 
way  through  his  propecty  shall  submit  a  plan 
of  such  property  with  the  proposed  streets  or 
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ways  designated  thereon  to  said  board  of  pub- 
lic works  for  their  approval.  Said  board  of 
public  works  shall  give  a  hearing  after  due 
notice  thereof  to  the  person  or  persons  inter- 
ested, and  if  said  plan  shall  be  accepted  by 
said  board  of  public  works  after  such  notice 
and  hearing  it  shall  be  signed  and  approved 
by  a  majority  thereof  and  be  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  city  engineer  of  said  city,  and  the 
owner  of  said  property  may  then  proceed  to 
lay  out  such  streets  or  ways  under  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  said  board  of  public  works 
and  at  his  own  cost  and  expense,  and  the 
same  shall  not  become  public  streets  or  ways 
of  city  of  Newton  until  the  same  have  been 
duly  laid  out  by  the  city  council." 

It  has  been  objected  that  owners  should 
have  the  right  to  lay  out  their  land  as  they  see 
lit,  and  I  would  make  it  obligatory  upon  them 
to  call  in  the  board  of  public  works  to  ex- 
amine tneir  plans,  and  if  they  are  approved 
by  the  board  the  streets  or  ways  may  he  after- 
ward accepted  by  the  city  council;  otherwise 
the  owner  may  still  lay  out  according  to  his 
(iwn  plan,  but  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the 
streets  cann(jt  be  accepted  by  the  city.  This, 
it  seems  to  me,  would  be  a  vast  improvement 
over  making  it  compulsory  for  owners  to  ac- 
cept such  plans  as  might  be  offered  by  the 
board  of  public  works.  Under  this  amend- 
ment, too,  the  owners  who  desire  to  develop 
their  land  will  have  to  bear  the  expense  of 
preparing  their  own  plans,  which  may  be 
modified  by  the  advice  of  the  board  of  public 
works.  The  knowledge  that  a  street  would 
not  be  accepted  as  a  public  way  by  the  city 
would  certainly  have  the  desired  effect  upon 
holders  of  large  tracts  of  land. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  Would  not  the  amend- 
ment to  section  5  he  null  unless  other  sections 
of  the  bill  were  amended  in  the  same  manner? 
Of  course  it  is  the  aim  of  the  amendment  to 
jirovide  for  the  independent  action  of  owners, 
without  interfering  w  ith  a  comprehensive  lay- 
ing out  of  streets,  ways,  sewers,  drains  and 
other  public  works.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
amendmcit  would  be  inoperative  unless  other 
amendments  were  made. 

Councilman  Degen :  Have  you  a  copy  of 
the  original  bill? 

Councilman  HuUard :  No;  I  think  it  is 
section  3. 

Councilman  Degen  then  read  parts  of  the 
act,  showing  that  by  its  provisions  the  board 
would  prepare  plans  under  direction  of  the 


city  council,  and  that  the  filing  of  plans  would 
interfere  with  individuals  acting  freely  because 
of  prescribed  penalties. 

Councilman  BuUard:  If  plans  should  be 
filed  under  the  act  as  it  stands  it  would  con- 
flict with  a  man  doing  that,  as  I  understand  it. 
Vou  would  have  this  restriction  removed  ? 

Councilman  Degen :  I  would  allow  him  tu 
lay  out  streets  which  he  would  have  to  main- 
tain perpetually,  if  he  should  choose  to  lay 
them  out  against  the  advice  of  the  board.  It 
would  be  with  a  knowledge  that  the  city  would 
not  accept  the  street  unless  it  met  the  approval 
of  the  board  of  public  works. 

Councilman  Bullard  :  I  was  mistaken  in  the 
section  that  would  conflict  with  this  amend- 
ment. It  is  section  4,  which  I  will  read. 
After  reading  the  section  he  added :  Would 
not  section  5,  if  amended,  interfere  with  sec- 
tion 4,  and  make  one  or  the  other  inoperative? 

Conrcilman  Degen :  In  sections  of  the  city 
where  no  plan  has  been  filed  it  would  not  in- 
terfere. I  he  proposed  board  of  public  works 
is  not  going  to  work  at  once  to  lay  out  and 
plat  the  entire  city. 

President  Knapp  :  Section  4  affects  streets 
or  ways  laid  out  by  the  city  council.  The  \no- 
posed  amendment  refers  to  the  laying  out  of 
private  ways  through  private  estates. 

The  amendments  were  then  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  city 
council  of  1895  carried. 

All  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
sell  one  note  of  $1^000  to  provide  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Hyde  school  house  at  Newton 
Highland  and  the  completion  of  repairs  on 
engine  house  No.  2  at  West  Newton  was  given 
a  second  reading. 

Councilman  Weed  asked  if  this  order  cor- 
responded with  the  order  authorizing  the  ex- 
penditure of  ^4000  for  the  purposes  named, 
and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  the  order 
was  adopted  by  14  yeas. 

Other   Papers   from   the   Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  following  additional  papers  were  re- 
ceived from  the  board  of  aldermen  and  acted 
upon  in  concurrence. 

An  order  authorizing  the  transfer  of  various 
appropriations  was  adopted. 

An  order  adding  an  unexpended  balance  of 
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$200  to  the  appropriation  for  the  board  of 
health  for  the  ensuing  year  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and 
acceptance  of  Waban  avenue  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Park  avenue  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Saxon  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Dartmouth  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Knowles  street  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Carlton  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Nehoiden  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  for  the  laying  out,  grading  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Crofton  road  was  adopted. 

An  order  appropriating  10  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  uninvested  portion  of  the 
Kenrick  fund  was  received. 

Councilman  Briston  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  transfering  $1314.72  from  the 
sewer  construction  account  to  the  metropoli- 
tan sewer  account  and  authorizing  payment  of 
same  to  state  treasurer  for  sinking  fund  for 
metropolitan  sewer  was  received. 

Councilman  Wing  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  authorizing  the  city  treasurer  to 
pay  $9075  to  the  sinking  fund  commissioners, 
being  the  premium  from  the  sale  of  5 100,000 
in  sewer  bonds,  was  received. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  for  the  payment  of  interest  due 
January  i,  1895,  "'^^  received. 

Councilman  Hatfield  moved  that  the  rules 
lie  suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  was  received  establishing  an  ex- 
cess and  deficiency  account. 

Councilman  Childs  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 


On  motion  of  Councilman  Wing  a  recess 
was  taken  at  9.22,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
chair. 

Original  Business. 

On  reassembling  at  9.53  o'clock.  Council- 
man Parker  presented  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  enrolled  ordinances  that  the  re- 
vised ordinances  of  1894  were  well  and  truly 
enrolled,  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  revised  ordinances  of  1894  were  then 
passed  to  be  ordained. 

From  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Further  papers  were  received  from  the 
board  of  aldermen  as  follows  : 

A  report  from  the  committee  on  fuel  and 
street  lights  favorable  to  granting  petitions  for 
street  lights  on  River  and  Dedham  streets  and 
Ridge  avenue,  and  recomminding  that  a  peti- 
tion for  various  arc  lights  be  referred  to  the 
next  city  council  was  accepted. 

An  order  was  received  for  six  gas  lights  on 
River  street,  one  oil  lamp  on  Dedham  street 
and  one  gas  light  on  Ridge  avenue. 

Councilman  Parker  moved  that  the  rules  he 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  was  received  authorizing  the  water 
board  to  give  the  free  use  of  water  and  the 
chief  of  the  fire  department  the  free  use  of 
hose  to  the  Newton  Highlands  Improvement 
society,  the  Newton  Centre  Improvement 
association  and  the  Newton  Athletic  associa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  flooding  Crystal  lake, 
but  not  authorizing  the  flooding  of  the  lake. 

Councilman  Degen  :  I  don't  see  any  sense 
in  that  order. 

Councilman  Tolman :  It  simply  gives  the 
free  use  of  hose  and  water,  but  does  not  give 
authority  for  flooding  the  lake. 

President  Knapp  :  The  order  holds  the  city 
harmless  in  case  of  suits  on  account  of  flooding 
the  lake. 

The  order  was  then  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  council 
adjourned  at  10.10  o'clock  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilman Green,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  7, 
at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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City  of  Newton. 


Proceedings  of  Common  Council  for  Jan.  7,  189^. 


The  common  council  was  called  to  order  on 
Monday  afternoon  January  7,  at  2.00  o'clock 
by  President  Knapp,  with  all  the  members 
present. 

The  clerk  read  the  records  of  the  previous 
meeting  and  they  were  declared  approved. 

Papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from 
the  board  of  Aldermen  and  acted  upon  in 
concurrence : 

An  invitation  from  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Newton  Highlands  Improvement  society 
to  the  mayor  and  city  council  to  attend  the 
dedication  of  the  Hyde  schoolhouse  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  January  10,  was  received  and  filed. 

A  petition  from  Mary  A.  Rumery  and 
another  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  sewer  assessments  until  the  land 
should  be  built  upon  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  sewers. 

An  order  authorizing  an  extension  of  time 
for  the  payment  of  sewer  assessments  by  Mary 
A.  Rumery  and  another  was  adopted. 

A  petition  from  L.  W.  Scott  and  others  that 
an  order  giving  the  name  Waban  Hill  road  to 
a  new  street  built  by  Dana  Estes  be  rescinded, 
as  there  was  already  a  street  bearing  the  name 
Waban  road,  was  received  and  an  order  to 
that  effect  was  read  and  adopted. 

A  report  from  the  finance  committee  that 
the  accounts  of  the  city  treasurer  for  1894  had 
been  found  correc'  was  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  city  treasurer  for  the  year 
1894  was  accepted. 

An  order  was  received  appropriating 
^5242. 5 1  for  services  in  the  inspection  of 
plumbing,  to  be  paid  from  the  miscellaneous 
appropriation. 


Councilman  Bullard  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  then  given  a  second  reading 
and  adopted. 

An  order  was  received  transferring  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  $^,000  for  the  repair  of 
steamer  house  2  to  the  appropriation  for  1895. 

Councilman  Savage  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  reading  and 
adopted. 

An  order  referring  all  unfinished  business  to 
the  city  council  for  1895  was  adopted. 

Vote  of  Thanks. 

Councilman  Wing  said  that  as  the  council 
of  1894  was  about  to  adjourn  very  soon  he 
wished  to  move  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
extended  to  the  retiring  president  of  the 
board  for  his  faithful  and  painstaking  labor  as 
presiding  officer. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  several  of  the 
members,  and  Councilman  Hatfield  moved 
that  a  rising  vote  be  taken. 

The  vote  was  carried  unanimously. 

President  Knapp  thanked  the  council  for 
the  courtesy  extended  to  him  and  referred  to 
the  pleasant  relations  that  had  existed  through- 
out the  year,  and  expressed  the  belief  that 
every  member  had  acted  upon  all  matters  with 
entire  impartiality  and  fairness. 

Councilman  Wing  then  moved  that  a  vote 
of  thanks  be  extended  to  the  clerk  of  the 
council  for  his  efficient  service  and  uniformly 
courteous  treatment. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken'  being  unanimous. 

At  3  o'clock  Councilman  Hatfield  UKJved 
that  the  common  council  of  1894  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the 
council  of  1894  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 
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